
 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 

January 27, 2021 Regular Meeting 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: ZBA 20-028; 929 Barton Drive 
 
Summary: 
Anne Daws-Lazar, representative of Northside Community Church, is requesting a 
variance from Section 5.24.4 (C)(2) to allow an electronic message sign to exceed the 
maximum allowable 25% total sign area of a sign. The proposed sign is 47.6 square feet 
in size and the electronic message center will be 25.6 square feet or 53.8 percent of the 
total sign area. The property is zoned R1C, Single-Family Residential. 
 
Background: 
Northside Community Church is located on the northeast corner of Barton Drive and 
Traver Road in the Northside neighborhood. Ann Arbor STEAM School is across the 
street due west of the Church.  
 
Description: 
The existing sign is a double-sided ground mounted sign with a fixed identification panel 
and a changeable copy area that displays event information for the Church. The proposed 
sign is a double-sided sign that is 23.8 square feet per face for an overall size of 47.6 
square feet. The upper portion will be a solid panel identifying the Church. The lower 
portion is an electronic video screen that will be 12.8 square feet per side for a total of 
25.6 square feet. The proposed electronic panel is 53% of the overall sign exceeding the 
allowed 25% requirement. The electronic panel will enable the Church to advertise 
upcoming events and activities.  
 
Standards for Approval- Variance 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 
5.29.12, Application of the Variance Power from the UDC.  The following criteria shall 
apply:  
 
(a). That the practical difficulties are exceptional and peculiar to the property of 

the person requesting the variance and result from conditions which do not 
exist generally throughout the City. 

  
 The applicant states that the Church has numerous events that require staff to 

change the message on a frequent basis. The existing glass cover is heavy and 
challenging for personnel. The new electronic copy technology will be more 
efficient, especially in the winter months.  

    
 (b). That the practical difficulties will result from a failure to grant the variance, 

include substantially more than mere inconvenience, inability to attain a 
higher financial return, or both. 

  
 The Church contracted with a sign company based in Florida who did not inform 
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them of the installation and permit requirements. The Church became aware of the 
permitting and size limitations when a local contractor was obtained in June 2020. 
Once the Church was notified that the sign did not meet the City of Ann Arbor 
ordinance the sign had already been manufactured and was ready to ship.  

  
 (c). That allowing the variance will result in substantial justice being done, 

considering the public benefits intended to be secured by this Chapter, the  
individual hardships that will be suffered by a failure of the Board to grant a   
variance, and the rights of others whose property would be affected by the 
allowance of the variance. 

  
The Church will endure significant hardships if the variance is not granted and the 
community will not be able to benefit or take advantage of the enhanced 
messaging. 
  

 (d).   That the conditions and circumstances on which the variance request is 
based shall not be a self- imposed hardship or practical difficulty. 

  
 The applicant states the sign is necessary as a lot of outside groups that use the 

Church, take part in programming and community outreach. The new sign will 
allow improved messaging and a smaller electronic copy area will make it difficult 
for pedestrians and motorists to read.  

    
 (e). A variance approved shall be the minimum variance that will make possible 

a reasonable use of the land or structure. 
 
The petitioner requests that they are granted a variance from the previous sign 
code (prior to December 21, 2020) which would of been a 3.8% variance request 
rather than a 28% request under the current ordinance.  

 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Jon Barrett- 
Zoning Coordinator 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICA円ON
City of Ann A「bor Planning Services

αty H。//: 301 E Huron St「eetAm Arbor; M1 48107-8647

Phone: 734-794-6265　Fax: 734-794-8460　EmcJi/: p/anninq@02qov.orq

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY

929 Barton D「

ZIP CODE

58105
ZONING CLASS田CA「lON NAM E OF PROPERTY OWNER母di解ren高h。n Opp/icon巾/etter qfauthor融でion力・Om the property

OWnermuStbeprovided Northside Community Church

O9-90-00-075輸514, 09事09-21 -200-01 northsidecommunitya2@gma=。COm

Anne Daws-」azar

3307 Tumber「y Lane Ann Arbor

ZIP CODE

48108

amedawslaza「@gmail,COm 734-649-7948
APPLICANT′s REしA「lONSHIP TO PROPERTY

O冊ce Manage「, Advisory Board Chair

田VARIANCE REQUEST

Complete Section l ofthis application

□ REQUESTTO ALTER A NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE

Complete Section 2 ofthis appiication

O干「ICE US各ONIY

One ha「d copy appIieation compIete w川副「equired attachments must

be submitted. Digital copies ofsupportive materials inc血ded in the

Submitted hard copyw紺onlv be accepted in PDFformatbyema= or

accompanyingthe hard copy applieation on a USB fIash drive.

Required Attachments:

国Boundary Survey ofthe property including a= existing and proposed

StruCtureS, dimensions of p「operty, and area of property.

ロBu冊ng fIoor pians showing interior rooms言ncluding dimensions.

□ Photographs of the property and any existing buildjngs invoIved in the

request.

A= information and materials subm請ed with this appIication are true and co「rect.

Permission is granted to City of Ann Arbor Planning Services and members of the Zoning Board of Appeals to

access the subject property for the purpose of 「eviewing the variance request・

Propertv Owner Signature : Date‥ 1 2/1 8/2020

Page l V4 6-28-2019



Secti o n l 。i,y。fAnn A,b。, Planning S。.Vi。。S-Z。ning B。。,d 。fA師。Is A。Pli。。ti。n

`　臆　　　十〇㌦ヅ. 

ARTICLE(S)ANDSECTiON(S〉FROMWHICHAVARIANCEISREQUESTED:(Exomp/e:Artic/e3,Section5.26〉 

Section5.24.4(C)(2) 

REQUiREDDIMENSION:/E*。mp/e:40’trontsetb。ck)　　　　PROPOSEDDIMENSION:〈Exomp/e:32foot8inch万OntSetb。ck) 

Feet:　　　/nches:　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Feet:　　　/nches: 

DESCRIPTIONOFPROPOSEDWORKANDREASONFORVARIANCE: 
Thesizeofthesignis47.6sqfttotal・Themessagecenteris25.6sqfttotai・Pe「thelastcitycodeourelectroniccenter 

was5亀臆8%nf†hfI†ntalsiフenf†hesir]n-s†∩†aienfnn†anewhir:hwas38%†nnlarne臆　W仝IInrI仝rs南nd†ha††he宙r]nnnrle 

」ustchanged-hc)wever,OuraPPlicationwasfirstsubm柾edinJuneofthisyea十undertheoidsignstatute" 

TheCityofAnnAI.borZoningBoardofAppeaIshasthepowersgrantedbyStatelawandCityCodeChapter 

55,Section5:29.Ava「iancemaybegrantedbγtheZoningBoardofAppeaisonIyincasesinvoIvingpractical 

d珊c亜iesorunnecessaryhardshipswhen訓ofthefo暮iowingstatementsarefoundtobetrue.PIease 

PrOVideacomp!etere§POnSetOeaChofthestatementsbelow. 

TheallegedhardshipsorpracticaId櫛culties,O「both,a「eeXCePtionalandpec両artothepropertyoftheperson 

requestingthevariance,andresultfromconditionswhichdonotexistgeneraIlythroughoutthec時 

Wewantedtoreplaceouroldstylesignwithanelectronicsignsothat言nthemiddleofthewinter,OurO櫛cemanager 

¥WnOnaSMe)WOuianOl:naVetOt「eKtn「uIneSnOWana皿tneneaVygiaSSCOVe「mO「ae「IOCnangeieT[e「SDynana. 
Nllmarn=ernmmi】nitve¥伯n†Qar亀hel/うa†niirrhllrnhreni再rinnf船nll`主n†einnrlh負nnQC: 

Theailegedhardshipsarepracticaidifficulties,Orboth,Whichw冊esultfromafailuretograntthevariance言nclude 

substantiallymorethanmereinconvenience,i=ab冊ytoattainahigherfinancia廿etum′Orboth" 

Thiswasourfirsttimedeaiingwithelectronicsignage"Wehadthesignbu冊bya誓堅any(SjgnsPIus)basedinFIorida 

W。Ult3uut5しUuCIlCVC川c]ししIlt旧=WUuluut3"∪ト)lUult311=t3トIl。|;旧9Uulc入IelIllgaI9iiWlし。用t:IlCWUllCリt:しdut)t3しl!ey±!ltプ 

「ouahIvthesamesize　Thevevensua。eStedthatwehaveam色mber。ftheconareoationiustinsta旧henewsi。n.No 

mentionwasmadeofneededpermitsorcodesunt旧hesignwasbu航andreadytoship"Wethenhi「edalocalcompany 

しUIllbldlI…C="9=c"lu川t:y5uIJl川しLt=uし=Ctap甲i|’aしlU=IUIL/t=用Ilしi"Ju=t;Ui∠∪∠∪・ 

A=owingthevariancew旧esuItinsubstantiaIjusticebeingdone,COnSideringthepub"cbenefitsintendedtobe 

securedbythischapter,theindividualhardshipsthatw用besu面eredbyafa冊reoftheboardtograntavariance′and 

therightsofotherswhosepropertywouldbeaffectedbythea=owanceofthevariance. 

Wehaveinvestedove「$20,000inprivatedonationsfo「thiselect,Sign(Ouramualbudgetislessthan$90,000)"We 

mIgntPurSuelegaIaCtlOnagalnSttneSIgnbulIaIngCOmPanySinCemey†aIieCItOCneCklocalo「dlnanCeSO「aaVISeuStO 

rl(en　h=[1harnel_fa什ハm合、,_n.i(^=高fきく〕C,,,,iliha,r`l.^hihi書i、,a∴F‘,△n[haQlnnnf会合1nfiIalh;e<〕r`n合うl、A′○○Qe[r`討rhfnr 

us.Withoutyou「waiver,Wearefacingthepossib帥tyofaIithesecostsands刷noviable§lgnage 

Theconditionsandcircumstancesonwhichthevariancerequestisbasedsha帖otbease旧mposedha「dshipor 

PraCticaIdifficulty. 

Thesignageisnecessa「yaswehavealotofoutsidegroupsthatusethechurch,takepartinourprogrammingasweii 

asdoingalotofout「eachinthecommunity.Ourcu「「entoutdatedsignisnotsu飾cienttoIetpeopieknowwhat 
(輸_《お山,輸畠《((輸((、,_;l」i(+(↓」(議で輸(m　‥_　__」...」(事、,.(」《、,〈事((“〈輸({{　《」‥輸〈」_{」((調m‥へこ`‥議(・〃-」一富　1^I(一〇( 
ーrr--、-‥“←--)u"-u▼-・"-,)“)、i・-‥・‥-・‥場-u‥-葛葛‥-、○○-‥-▼-●)-‥-・--機-"i)i)=場"-}))="-..}="ヽJ-=)=.})=‥))-〉 conce「nedthatiftheeIectronicportionofthesignwereanysma=e「itwouldbed輔culttoreadbypasse「s-by. 

Avarianceapprovedsha=betheminimumvariancethatwi=makepossibIeareasonabIeuseofthelandorstructure. 

Our「equestwouldbethatwearegrantedavarianceofthelastsigncode(Whichwewereworkingunderunt=December 

21,2020)whichwouidhavemeantthattheelect「onicportionofoursignwas3.8%largerthanthata=owedbyTHAT 

く)しく】しuしく:;. 
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