SECOND DRAFT 12-4-20
Comments on the Process for the 7t Street Speed Calming Effort

The concern:
Over the course of many years, neighbors worked with the city to try and resolve
problems with speeding and unsafe turns on 7t St.

Solutions put into place:

Narrowed lanes, buffered bike lanes, advisory bike lanes, gateway treatments, radar
speed signs, pedestrian island and Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at
Seventh and Washington, speed limit signage along Waterworks Park, crosswalk
markings, and leading pedestrian intervals at traffic signals, were introduced. No
comprehensive evaluation of these remedies has been done, partly because “before”
data is lacking or not comparable to data now available.

Timing:

During the time of complaints and working towards solutions there was significant
turnover of city staff. Additionally, there was focus on other aspects of
transportation safety, including some safety focus areas being newly developed.
Neighborhood turnover can also be a factor.

Communication and education:
The systems in place for communication and basic information sharing were lacking
(i.e. thata stop sign isn’t allowed and why, and at what level of government that
decision is made, was not communicated). The communications tools listed below
were (and still are) available, but the tools were not utilized to their full potential
through the community discussion with Seventh Street:

e Email subscription topic through Gov Delivery (293 subscribers to date)

e Project webpage www.a2gov.org/Seventh
Other?

Process:

There was not an actual process in place, nor a formal Seventh Street evaluation
program or process, and many of the changes and communications were on an ad
hoc basis.

Suggestions for moving forward:

Develop a process for calming speeds on arterial roads (see additional committee
report especially recommendation #3)

Promote the process for traffic calming options for arterial roads

Develop community engagement/public education strategies to promote education
and awareness of road classifications and how they are determined

Develop plans that can be evaluated and schedule the evaluation timeline


http://www.a2gov.org/Seventh
http://www.a2gov.org/Seventh

Empower and retain city staff so that there is continuity of planning and
engagement



