
ANN ARBOR BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS 

STAFF REPORT 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2020 

Type of Request:  Appeal/Variance 

Building Board of Appeals Request BBA20-002 at 1101 S. University Ann Arbor, MI 

(Parcel Identification Number: 09-09-28-312-005) 

DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 

Property Owners Name and Address: 

Roshanak-Amell-Tehrani  

South University Properties, LLC 

2710 Quebec St. NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

BACKGROUND 

1101 S. University was built in 1930 that is undergoing a three-story addition and is abutted on 
two sides by the Collegian.

Desired relief: 

Relief from section 705, and table 705.8 allowing an opening in the fire rated wall of 1101 S. 
University for access to garbage collection, bike lockers, electrical transformers and storm water 
detention (see plans and statements provided). 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff neither supports nor opposes the appeal.  Staff believes that the drawings as submitted 
showing a new opening with eight inch CMU blocks around the opening between the two 

buildings, The deluge sprinkler between the buildings, the three hour door equipped with an 

alarm, and the overhead 2 hour rated fire shutter could  provide an equal amount of protection 

as the code requirements of section 705, Table 705.8 for fire wall separation distance less than 

three feet provides.  

PROPOSED MOTION 

I move to Approve/Deny regarding relief from Section 705, and table 705.8 allowing an 
opening in the fire rated wall of 1101 S. University for access to garbage collection, bike 
lockers, electrical transformers and storm water detention (see plans and statements 
provided). 

The board finds that one or more of the following statements is within their limitations of 
authority to approve/deny:

1. The true intent of the code or the rules governing construction have been
incorrectly interpreted;

2. The Provisions of the code do not apply; or
3. An equal or better form of construction is proposed.
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