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University of Michigan Credit Union 
Huron Street Branch 
340 East Huron Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  

 
Ann Arbor Design Review Application Additional Statements 

 
 2a) Brief Description of Design Concept (what the project/structure looks like) 

The proposed project is a renovation of an existing building within the D1 Zoning District.  Work is 
limited to the southern end of building where existing loading dock is located.  The goal is to 
renovate an underutilized former printing press bay and provide windows into Credit Union 
Branch from intersection to enliven and activate the pedestrian experience where there is 
currently an opaque condition. 
 

 2b) Brief Description of Development Program (intended uses, known or possible tenants, etc.) 
The existing building contains Credit Union Business Office functions.  The renovation on the main 
floor is to provide an open plan Credit Union Branch downtown for the University of Michigan 
community, and third story infill space for support conference and open office space. 
 

 3a) Describe context of the site 
The site is located at the southwest intersection of Huron Street, and South Division Street, and is 
on the border of the Midtown and East Huron 2 Character Overlay.  Contextually, the area is 
home of significant Ann Arbor buildings as well as new multi-residential buildings.  Much of the 
building footprint remains unchanged, and the proposed renovation is focused to areas of the 
building that are subordinate to the original Albert Kahn historically significant building and 
provide opportunity to engage at a pedestrian level. 
 

 3b) Is there an inspiration or a theme for the Design Concept? Describe 
The proposed renovation is modeled after recent renovations by the University of Michigan 
Credit Union, have established a brand identity that promotes an inviting open environment, 
and the same idea is proposed here. 
 

 3c) Describe how the project responds to the Design Guidelines for its Character District 
The proposed renovation has minimal impact overall to the District Characters that it borders, as 
the new construction does not change the physical impression to the street.  The concept opens 
a Mid-block pedestrian path to a new entry and proposes a new identity toward the pedestrian 
center of campus and the State Street business area.  Also, the area of construction is part of the 
previous newspaper loading dock, the design proposes changing an unsightly, unutilized, utility 
area, into a welcome green space. 
 

 3d) Describe how the project responds to the Design Guidelines for Context and Site Planning 
The Context and Site Plan for the most part remains the same, the building footprint does not 
change, and the general Site Plan remains the same.  The Historically significant portion of the 
building designed by Albert Kahn and built in 1936 will remain as is, as to not impact it presence 



 
 
 

  
DANIELS AND ZERMACK ARCHITECTS  2 | Page 

in the context. The proposed design utilizes previously opaque, manufacturing portions at 
subsequent building additions, and creates pedestrian engagement to the street, and at mid-
block opens an entry plaza separate from the sidewalk traffic and existing on-site vehicular 
traffic and parking areas. 
 

 3e) Describe how the project responds to the Design Guidelines for Buildings 
The new areas of the building naturally follow Design Guidelines by bringing entry plazas to 
human scale and transparency to pedestrian traffic to the direction of UMich campus and the 
State Street Business Center.  The proposed entry plaza replaces an existing loading ramp 
starting at existing grade to create a natural accessible circulation to the main level.  Creating 
transparency in an existing imposing wall will bring the Credit Union’s sense of an open, 
welcoming spirit to the University and downtown community. 
 

 3f) Describe how the project responds to the Design Guidelines for Building Elements 
As mentioned, the building footprint remains the same and the historically significant origins of 
the overall building are literally the cornerstone and remain solid in its contribution to the 
context.  The proposed renovations are all truly elements of scale, materials, and movement at a 
pedestrian level to create a portal into a previously unwelcoming addition to the original 
building.  The Credit Union’s brand identity includes framing the openness into the lobby and 
offices, and the use of the same color and materials draw the pedestrian to the new entry plaza, 
off the street circulation.  All these elements help to break the fortress feel of the manufacturing 
portion of the building. 
 

 3g) If desired, note any other important elements, features or design concepts not covered 
above that will help the Design Review Board understand how the project fosters excellence in 
the design of the built environment to downtown Ann Arbor, the overarching goal of the 
Downtown Design Guidelines.  
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