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 Leslie Science and Nature Center Brownfield Plan Staff Report 
 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 23, 2019 
 
PROJECT:  Leslie Science and Nature Center  
 
ADDRESS:  1841 Traver Road, Ann Arbor 
 
BROWNFIELD PLAN DATE: September 16, 2019 
 
PROPOSED PROJECT:   
 
The Leslie Science and Nature Center operates at 1831 Traver Road in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
The property was donated to the City of Ann Arbor by the late Dr. Eugene Leslie in 1977 and is 
a City of Ann Arbor park. The site was formerly the home of Dr. Leslie, a petrochemical 
engineer and University of Michigan professor. Plans to complete a natural playscape on the 
property identified a potential historical dumpsite. Review of historical information identified 
that the site included a chemical laboratory, orchard and residential spaces.  
 
The City conducted site investigations that have detected chlorinated VOCs in the soil, and in 
the soil gas and indoor air of the DTE Energy Nature House.  The Washtenaw County 
Brownfield Authority provided a $50,000 grant to assist with environmental investigations, 
which have subsequently been rolled into a $250,000 grant from the County’s Local Brownfield 
Revolving Fund (LBRF).   
 
Heavy metal impacts are contained within the former dumpsite in the woods. The site also has 
widespread arsenic impacts, likely from a combination of pesticide use on the orchard crops 
and naturally occurring arsenic in the soil. The initial $250,000 in LBRF funding awarded will 
assist with eligible activities. Specifically, costs associated with Phase II ESA; Due Care 
activities; additional response activities for remediation of source areas; installation of a vapor 
intrusion system; laboratory and statistical analyses for relative arsenic bioavailability; and 
excavation and backfill of the natural playscape area, should it be necessary. The City will be 
requesting additional funding at the October 3rd Brownfield Authority meeting, given more 
recent information related to increasing costs for clean-up activities. 
 
This Plan includes all possible Eligible Activities that could be funded using LBRF, as approved 
by the Washtenaw County Brownfield Authority. The initial (minimum) award is a $250,000 
grant, which may increase after further consideration by the Brownfield Authority of an 
additional funding request by the City at the October 3rd meeting. 
 
The purpose of the Brownfield Plan is to only establish eligibility to utilize Local Brownfield 
Revolving Funds to finance Eligible Activities.  No Tax Increment Financing is proposed to 
finance any eligible activities, nor included in the proposed Brownfield Plan.  
 
Below is the site location of the Leslie Science and Nature Center. 
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Figure 1 – Site Location 
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Below is a map showing site features of the Center. 
 

 
Figure 2 – Site Features 

 
ELIGIBILITY:  The property is eligible for use of LBRF funding for Eligible Activities under Act 
381 as it meets the definition of a Facility, pursuant to Part 201 of Michigan’s Natural Resource 
and Environmental Protection Act (PA 451 1994, as amended).   
 
BROWNFIELD PROCESS: The City of Ann Arbor recently adopted a Brownfield Policy to 
provide guidance and policy around approving brownfield incentives and use of Tax Increment 
Financing to fund Eligible Brownfield Activities.  However, the purpose of this Brownfield Plan 
is only to make eligible use of a Local Brownfield Revolving Fund grant from the Washtenaw 
County Brownfield Authority.  The LBRF funding will directly address environmental 
remediation activities on the site, which is a primary policy goal of the Brownfield Policy.  
Further, the City is not a Liable Party for the contamination on the property. It appears to be 
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from historic operations of the previous owner.  Therefore, this proposed project is consistent 
with the new City of Ann Arbor Brownfield Policy. 
 
Although TIF is not included, the Plan approval process is identical to a Plan that includes TIF.  
The approval process is as follows: 
 

1. City Brownfield Review Committee makes recommendation on Brownfield Plan 
2. City Council Public Hearing and approves Brownfield Plan 
3. County Brownfield Authority makes recommendation on Brownfield Plan 
4. Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners notifies taxing jurisdictions (that no tax 

capture is proposed), publishes notice of Public Hearing, holds Public Hearing and 
Adopts the Plan. 

 
The City will be coordinating as necessary with the Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE, formerly MDEQ) on the remediation activities.   
 
 
 
PROPOSED ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES:  
 
The next page is Appendix A of the Brownfield Plan, listing all Eligible Costs that can be 
funded with LBRF grants. 
 
 
 
  



Leslie Science and Nature Center Brownfield Plan 
City of Ann Arbor Brownfield Review Committee 

 

5 

 

 

 
Figure 3 – Appendix A, Summary of Eligible Costs 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  The proposed Brownfield Plan is required to establish eligibility 
for use of LBRF grant funding from the Washtenaw County Brownfield Authority for Eligible 
Activities to address brownfield conditions.  
 
Staff recommends the BRC recommend approval of the proposed Brownfield Plan to City 
Council. 
 
Staff looks forward to discussing this project further with the Committee. 
 
Derek Delacourt 
Community Services Administrator 
 
List of attachments: 
 
Brownfield Application 
9-16-19 Brownfield Plan 
Phase II Environmental Assessment 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WcIEdqPndE9ezUdaRmLqa-sCo0_PiFaW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WcIEdqPndE9ezUdaRmLqa-sCo0_PiFaW/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QYLFO30qX948A6Rr7l-msSagREMbZ_0b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QYLFO30qX948A6Rr7l-msSagREMbZ_0b/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TN6F7BqWtk2V4-LkNwCGGY5TGllIW7Sp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TN6F7BqWtk2V4-LkNwCGGY5TGllIW7Sp/view?usp=sharing

