Draft Resolution in Support of Permanently Ending Dark Money Contributions
 for Electric Investor-owned Utilities in Michigan
WHEREAS, electric investor-owned utilities (EIOUs) operate in Michigan with a protected monopoly status in their service territories where market competition is so severely restricted as to make any argument that the EIOUs have a right to influence markets void; 
WHEREAS, Michigan’s two largest EIOUs have a history of contributing millions  of dollars to so-called “dark money” organizations, e.g., 501(c)(4) or Internal Revenue Code 527 entities, including some organizations that actually operate as a façade without actual employees;
[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, some of these dark money organizations are created solely to do the bidding of the EIOUs themselves while other 501(c)(4) organizations have agendas designed specifically to undermine peer-reviewed environmental science resulting in tremendous environmental destruction and harm to the health and welfare of Michigan’s  citizens, most notably its most vulnerable – with the sole benefit of the EIOUs themselves;
WHEREAS, the dark money organizations have used direct contributions from the EIOUs to undermine our democratic system of elected officials by funding  dis-information campaigns behind a shroud of seemingly legitimate but devious organizations, rather than using their own identity;
WHEREAS, the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC), our citizens’ best regulatory defense against EIOU power, has recently punished an EIOU by requiring an end to their contribution of corporate treasury monies to 501(c)(4)s and Internal Revenue Code 527 entities - but only during a limited amount of time which is insufficient to improve the EIOU’s behavior long term;
, industry structure, and public opinion through veils of secrecy totally spurious and without merit; 
RESOLVED, the MPSC being a regulatory body, not a legislative body, their action – while significant – is not sufficient. This serious issue should be solved with laws not regulations. 
RESOLVED, that the Energy Commission requests City Council to formally request and support our elected officials in Lansing in establishing legislations permanently prohibiting monopoly EIOUs from making contributions to the 501(c)(4) and 527 entities. 
RESOLVED, that the Energy Commission requests City Council to support the enactment of legislation at all levels that takes a strong stance against any and all dark money that is corrupting our political system. 

