


Resolution Requiring that Ann Arbor Emergency Management, Fire Station Master Plan, City Renewable Energy Plans, Sustainability Framework and Capital Improvement Process give Priority to Solar Installations on Emergency Responder Buildings. 
	
WHEREAS, climate change risks are regional in nature and pose special challenges to local communities such as drought, deluge and rain bombs and related toxic substance overflow release, heat and cold extremes and related social unrest; and,  

WHEREAS, in December 2012, with the passage (by the Ann Arbor City Council) of the Climate Action Plan (CAP), the City of Ann Arbor committed to an ambitious multi-strategy vision to address climate change by reducing its community-wide greenhouse emissions (8% by 2015, 25% by 2025, and 90% by 2050 - relative to year 2000 baseline carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) emissions levels); and,

WHEREAS, worldwide, carbon emissions are expected to increase by 2.7 percent in 2018, according to the new research published by the Global Carbon Project that describes the quickening rate of carbon dioxide emissions in stark terms, comparing it to a “speeding freight train”; and,

WHEREAS, City Council unanimously reaffirmed local commitment to climate action in Resolution R-17-238 (“Resolution Committing the City of Ann Arbor to Adopt, Honor and Uphold Paris Climate Agreement Goals”) and related Mayor’s Climate Compact goals for solar installations; and, 

WHEREAS, Ann Arbor has instituted an Office of Sustainability and Innovation to facilitate and coordinate sustainability-related initiatives in the community; and,

WHEREAS, Ann Arbor’s Hazardous Mitigation Plan recognizes that climate-change poses special risks to local emergency planning and response, noting that “All of Ann Arbor is vulnerable to extreme heat, including all current and future buildings, infrastructure and populations”; and, 

WHEREAS, emergency planners typically rely on two approaches to emergency power: (1) the speedy “recovery” of DTE Energy power in accordance with the Michigan Public Service Commission’s (MPSC) energy-related emergency planning, preparedness, response and recovery responsibilities, and (2) Onsite Backup Emergency Generators powered by fossil fuels; and, 

WHEREAS, because of their regional nature, climate emergencies often involve a disruption to utility power, and large-scale, regional emergencies pose competing “recovery” demands on utility systems, the Michigan Public Service Commission and backup local generator capabilities; and, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHEREAS, many communities, including but not limited to Ypsilanti, are adding onsite solar generation on emergency responder buildings, that can easily be removed should updates to roofs or other infrastructure upgrades be necessary, to augment their emergency power options and emergency response capabilities;

RESOLVED, the Ann Arbor Energy Commission recommends that the Ann Arbor City Council: (1) give priority to emergency responder buildings when allocating resources for energy efficiency and renewable energy upgrades; (2) require that the Ann Arbor Emergency Management, Fire Station Master Plan, City Renewable Energy Plans, Sustainability Framework and Capital Improvement Process officially reflect this priority; and (3) direct Ann Arbor emergency responders to begin working closely with the Office of Sustainability and Innovation to identify cost-effective ways to incorporate optimum energy efficiency and battery storage compatible solar power into their buildings as a way to address both climate change risks and to augment traditional power approaches during climate-change related emergencies that disrupt power.


