
Zoning Board of Appeals 
April 25, 2018 Regular Meeting 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
Subject: ZBA17-036; 2050 Commerce Boulevard 
 
Summary:  
Midwestern Consulting, representing property owners, are requesting two variances in 
order to construct a 267 multi-family unit apartment complex. A variance from Chapter 
47, Section 4:28(2) to allow a third curb cut where two is the maximum allowed for the 
subject property based on their street frontage. A second variance from Chapter 47 
Section 4:20(3) (a) to allow a driveway to be located within 15 feet of an intersection. 
 
Description and Discussion: 
The site currently contains a vacant 12,000 square foot office building. The petitioner 
proposes demolishing this structure and constructing a 4-story, 267-unit apartment 
building with a courtyard totaling 327,399 square feet. The parcel is 3.8 acres in size and 
is zoned C2B, Business Service District. There will be 298 interior parking spaces, 67 
exterior spaces and a drop-off area on Commerce Boulevard.  
 
Standards for Approval - Chapter 47 (Streets) Variance : 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 5:99, 
Application of the Variance Power, from the City of Ann Arbor Zoning Ordinance and 
Chapter 47(Streets), Section 4:28(2) and Section 4:20 (3)(a).  The following criteria shall 
apply: 
 

The Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the authority to interpret this 
Chapter and may, in specific cases involving practical difficulty or 
unnecessary hardship, grant variances or exceptions from the 
requirements of this Chapter providing such a variance or exception is in 
harmony with the general purpose and intent of this Chapter. 
 

The two variances requested will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of 
Chapter 47 because they will allow through circulation needed for emergency fire vehicles 
to gain access to the various buildings locations on site. It also ensures that in the event 
one entrance is blocked, an alternate access point to the property is available. 
 
Additionally, the proposal received recommendation from the City Planning Commission 
on April 3, 2018.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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