
 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
January 24, 2018 Regular Meeting 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

Subject: ZBA17-037; 618 Church Street 
 
Summary: 
Mark Chalou, representing the property owner, is requesting a variance of six (6) feet from 
Chapter 61 Signs and Outdoor Advertising Section 5:502 (2)(a). The ordinance requires signs 
to be installed a maximum of four (4) feet from a building wall. The variance will enable a 
business sign to be installed and attached to a steel canopy ten (10) feet from the building wall. 
 
Description and Discussion: 
The petitioner is seeking to install a 44 square foot sign (see diagram) and attach to a steel 
canopy structure that is located above an outdoor seating area. The variance if approved will 
allow the proposed sign to project 44 inches into the public right of way. The sign will be required 
to be a minimum of eight (8) feet above the sidewalk to allow for pedestrian clearance.  
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has the power granted by State law and by  
Section 5:517, Application of the Variance Power from Chapter 61, the City of Ann Arbor Sign 
Ordinance.  The following criteria shall apply (petitioner’s response in italics, staff’s response in 
regular type): 

 
(a) That the alleged hardships or practical difficulties, or both, are peculiar to the 

property of the person requesting the variance and result from conditions which 
do not exist generally throughout the city. 
The applicant states that when the building was originally constructed it was zoned C1A/R 
(Campus business residential district) which requires a ten (10) foot setback. The zoning 
in the area has since changed to D1 (downtown district) which allows for a zero front 
setback. The adjacent buildings to the restaurant have been built closer to the right of 
way which thus obscuring it from pedestrians and vehicular traffic from the northern and 
southern directions. 

 
(b) That allowing the variance will result in substantial justice being done, considering 

the public benefits intended to be secured by this Chapter, the individual hardships 
that will be suffered by the failure of the Board to grant a variance and the rights of 
others whose property would be affected by the allowance of the variance. 
Without the variance, the sign will be installed on the building wall and will not have the 
same visual effects as with the variance enabling installation on the steel canopy 
structure. 
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(c) Is the condition which prevents you from complying with the ordinance self-
imposed? How did the condition come about? 
The applicant contends that the conditions were not self-imposed. The zoning in the surrounding 
area changed and the result is detrimental to the visibility for the subject property and its tenants. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PIANNING DEPARTMENT
Gty Hall: 301 E. Huron St. Ann Arbor, M|481@-5120
Mailing: P.O. Box 86zlZ Ann Arbor, Ml48107-8547
Phone: 734.794.6265 planning@a2gov.org

734.994.84@

NOTICE TO A[T. APPUCANIS:

Contact Jon Barrett, Zoning Coordinator (734-794-6000 ext. 426541or the Planning & Development

Services unit to arrange a meeting. Bring any available materials, including a draft application, drawings,

plans, etc. for discussion.

photographs to completely describe the request.

provided from the property owner. This letter will give the applicant permission to appear BEFOREthe

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) with the specific request.

ZBA are published at least fifteen (15) days prior to the meetin& in accordance with State law.

Mlications must be received at least 4 weeks priorto the meeting date.

> ' All applications will be reviewed by staff. INCOMPLEIE applications will not be accepted. Applications

with incorrect or inadequate information will be returned to the applicant for corrections and will be

scheduled for the next available meeting date.

materialt with letters of authority or one {1) originalcomplete application packet and one {1} electronic

copy of the original complete packetwith all supporting materials on CD {Abode pdf format preferred}.

Solicitotion of memberc on on individual fusis outside ol these venues is inappropriote and
prohibited.

indication of ZBA action.
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