
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
 

For Planning Commission Meeting of January 17, 2018 
 
 

SUBJECT: 321 East Liberty Special Exception Use (321 E Liberty Street)  
File No. SEU17-004 

 
 

 
PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

           
          The Ann Arbor City Planning Commission, after hearing all interested 
persons and reviewing all relevant information, finds the petition to 
substantially meet the standards in Chapter 55 (Zoning Ordinance), Section 
5:104 (Special Exceptions) and, therefore approves the 321 East Liberty 
Special Exception Use for a medical marijuana provisioning center.  
 

 

 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the special exception use petition be postponed and the public hearing 
be continued to the February 21, 2018 City Planning Commission meeting. 
 
A full staff review and report will be included in the February 21, 2018 meeting packet. The 
public hearing was scheduled prematurely, before the medical marijuana zoning ordinance 
language goes into effect on February 12, 2018. Planning Commission may not take action on 
this special exception use until after the ordinance is in effect. 
 

LOCATION 
 

The site is located on the north side of East Liberty between South Fifth Avenue and South 
Division Street. It is in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, the Allen Creek subwatershed, and 
the first ward.  
 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITION 
 

The petitioner seeks special exception use approval to operate a medical marijuana 
provisioning center called Arbors Wellness in an existing building zoned D1. Per the Zoning 
Ordinance, Chapter 55, D1 Downtown zoning allows medical marijuana provisioning centers 
with special exception use approval.   
 

The 7,927 square foot site contains a 5,097 square foot, two-and-a-half-story masonry 
building.The petitioner indicates there are seven parking spaces on the site, one of which is 
barrier free. The driveway and parking area are gravel, with no individual space delineation, and 
the driveway is shared with the property to the west. There are no changes proposed to the site 
or exterior of the building. The entire building is proposed to be used as a provisioning center. 
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SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 
 

 LAND USE ZONING 

NORTH Bank/Parking lot/Residential D1 Downtown Core 

EAST Retail D1 Downtown Core 

SOUTH Retail/Residential/Office D1 Downtown Core 

WEST Retail/Office D1 Downtown Core 

 
 

HISTORY  
 
The Enoch & Armanilla James House was constructed in the Federal style of brick in 1849.   Its 
character-defining features include the stepped gables and star tie rods visible on the side 
elevation, the 6/6 double hung windows, and the classical entryway.  According to Historic Ann 
Arbor: An Architectural Guide (Wineberg and McCauley, 2014) and the 1880 Bird’s Eye-View map 
of Ann Arbor, the complementary front porch serving as an elegant stoop was constructed 
sometime between 1880 and 1909.  Emil Lorch, former dean of the University of Michigan 
Architecture School, described the building in 1936 as “a two and one half story Eastrn City row 
type, rare in Michigan.” It was used as a boarding house late in the 19th century, and was 
converted to a duplex in 1980. The building now has commercial uses.  

 
PLANNING BACKGROUND 

 
The Master Plan Land Use Element recommends a future land use of downtown core for this 
site and the surrounding area. The Master Plan recommends reinforcing historic buildings’ 
contribution to downtown’s identity and pedestrian orientation.  

   
SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE STANDARDS 

 
General Standards - The Planning Commission, in arriving at its decision relative to any 
application for a special exception, shall apply the standards shown on the attached petition. 
Staff will work with the petitioner to better address some of the areas listed.  
 
 
Prepared by Jill Thacher 
Reviewed by Brett Lenart 
 
Attachments: Zoning/Parcel Maps 
   Aerial Photo 
   Special Exception Use Application 
  
c: Petitioner: James F. Daly 
   c/o CannArbor 
   321 E Liberty St 
   Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
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Petitioner’s Agent:     Washtenaw Engineering Company 
    Robert Wanty 
    3526 W. Liberty Rd, Suite 400 
    Ann Arbor, MI 48103  
 
 Property Owner: William A. Copi 
    1012 Miner Street 
    Ann Arbor, MI 48103  
 
 Systems Planning 
 File No. SEU17-004 
 
 
 
321 E Liberty (August, 2016, courtesy the Google) 
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