
 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 

 

 For Planning Commission Meeting of October 17, 2017 

 

 

     SUBJECT:   Midas Site Plan (3180 Washtenaw) File No. SP16-107  

 
 

 
PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

 
 

 
          The Ann Arbor City Planning Commission hereby recommends that the 
Mayor and City Council approve the Midas Site Plan.          

 
 

 

 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that this petition be approved because it complies with all the applicable 
local, state, and federal laws, ordinances, standards, and regulations; the development would 
limit the disturbance of natural features to the minimum necessary to allow a reasonable use of 
the land; would not cause a public or private nuisance; and would not have a detrimental effect 
on public health, safety, or welfare. 
 

LOCATION 
 
The site is located at 3180 Washtenaw Avenue between Huron Parkway and Platt Road 
(Malletts Creek Watershed). 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITION 
 
The petitioner proposes to construct a 5,796 square foot Midas Auto Center on a .42 acre parcel 
to the rear of the existing Midas Auto Center on Washtenaw Avenue.  The center will include 8 
vehicle bays and 21 surface parking spaces.  Access will be provided along a 66 foot wide 
access easement on land that is owned by Shell gas station east of the property.  The building is 
proposed to be 35 feet tall.  Two Class C bicycle parking spaces are proposed.  Solid waste is 
proposed to be stored within a dumpster screen on the west side of the parking lot.  The 
petitioner is proposing a sidewalk along the Washtenaw Avenue frontage as well as a striped 
sidewalk from the new store to the sidewalk along Washtenaw.  The sidewalk along Washtenaw 
Avenue will help close a sidewalk gap, but will be within private property.  Stormwater detention 
will be handled in pipes under the parking lot. Three new trees and 39 shrubs and grasses are 
proposed to be planted.  Building materials will primarily be masonry.  In order to meet the 
Citizen Participation ordinance, the petitioner mailed 198 postcards to property owners within 
500 feet of the site. 
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COMPARISON CHART 
 

 
EXISTING PROPOSED REQUIREMENTS 

Zoning 
C3 (Fringe 

Commercial) 
C3 (Fringe Commercial) C3 

Gross Lot Area 
18,213 sq/ft 
(.42 acres) 

18,213 sq/ft (.42 acres) 6,000 sq/ft MIN 

Floor Area Ratio 
In % of Lot Area 

9.8%  
(1,800 sq/ft) 

31.8%  
(5,796 sq/ft) 

200% MAX 
(36,426 sq/ft) 

S
e

tb
a

c
k
s
 Front 

 
25’ 
 
 

44.6’ 
 

10’ MIN 
25’ MAX 

Side 
 
Rear 

East:  60 ft 
West: 100 ft 
 
South: 0 ft 

East:  5 ft 
West: 35 ft 
 
South: 10 ft 

East:  0 ft MIN 
West: 0 ft MIN 
 
South: 0 ft MIN 

Building Height 24 ft 35 ft 55 ft MAX 

Parking – 
Automobiles 

 NONE 29  spaces (including 8 bays)  29 spaces MIN; 345 MAX 

Parking - Bicycles  NONE 
 
2 spaces – Class C 
   

 
1 space – MIN (Class C) 
 

 

 

SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 

 

 LAND USE ZONING 

NORTH Retail PUD (Planned Unit Development) 

EAST Gas Station/Convenience Center C3 (Fringe Commercial)  

SOUTH Office O (Office) 

WEST Retail C3 (Fringe Commercial) 

 

 

HISTORY 
 
The existing abandoned one story commercial building on the site was constructed during the 
middle of the 20th century and is proposed to be demolished. 
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PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
The Master Plan: Land Use Element recommends commercial uses for this site.  The site is 
zoned C3 which allows for a mixture of land uses.  The Non-motorized Plan recommends bicycle 
lanes and a sidewalk/walkway along this segment of Washtenaw Avenue. 
  

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

None 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by Jeff Kahan 
Reviewed by Brett Lenart 
rmg/10/12/17 
 
Attachments: Parcel/Zoning Map  

Aerial Photo 
 Site Plan  
 Landscaping Plan 
 Elevations 
 Citizen Participation Report by Petitioner 

 
   
c: Petitioner: Sharp Construction 
  44 E Berry Road 
  Pleasant Lake, MI  48272  
 
 Architect: Creekwood Architecture 
  1111 Creekwood Trail 
  Burton, MI  48509 
   
  
 City Attorney 
 Systems Planning 
 File No. SP16-107 
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