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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  611 E William Street, Application Number HDC17-094 
 
DISTRICT:  East William Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: June 8, 2017 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, June 5, 2017 
 

OWNER APPLICANT  APPLICANT 
 
Name: Redeemer of Ann Arbor        Perkins Construction Barton Bryant/ASK Services 
Address: 7500 Brookville Rd                5643 Plymouth Rd 42180 Ford Rd, Suite 101 
 Plymouth, MI 48170 Ann Arbor, MI  48105 Plymouth, MI 48170   
Phone: (734) 502-3809                     (734) 769-7760  (734) 983-9042 
 
BACKGROUND:   See description attached from Historic Ann Arbor, An Architectural Guide by 
Susan Wineberg and Patrick McCauley.    
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the north side of East William Street, between Maynard and 
South State.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to install a barrier-free lift on the west side 
of the front door, to temporarily remove a portion of the courtyard wall to allow construction 
access, and to temporarily make up to two openings in the foundation of the front façade.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS 
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation: 

(1) A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be 
placed in a new use that requires minimal change to the 
defining characteristics of the building and its site and 
environment. 

(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property.  The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 
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(10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property 
and its environment would be unimpaired. 

From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Guidelines may apply):  
 

Barrier Free Accommodations, Safety Codes, and Fire Escapes 
 
Appropriate: When required, installing barrier free access ramps, stairways, and elevators 
that do not alter character-defining features of the building, keeping historic building 
materials intact, and that if removed in the future keep the historic building intact. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. The project architect determined that a ramp to the front door is not possible because the 
necessary length would exceed the space available, even wrapping around three sides of 
the courtyard. The side and rear doors open directly into alleys that are the property of 
others and therefore unsuitable for a ramp or lift. For lack of alternatives, a lift to the front 
door is proposed.  
 

2. The lift would be located to the west (left) of the front door. The existing stone steps 
would be pulled south to allow a new code-compliant landing at the front door. Handrails 
on the steps would be simple and bronze. Guardrails on the steps or landing are not 
required or proposed. A small stone wall would be constructed on either side of the stairs, 
and in front of the lift to partially obscure it. The wall would not exceed 36”. New concrete 
walks would lead to the stairs and the lift. Several existing non-historic benches and 
seats built of block in the courtyard would be removed.  
 

3. In staff’s opinion, the lift is necessary and the design is trying to be sympathetic to the 
historic building. It does not touch the building, and is easily reversible. The courtyard 
wall obscures it from view except when looking through the metal gate, and the portion of 
the structure seen over the wall, which is what most people are used to seeing, is not 
impacted. Lifts are generally unsightly but serve a necessary purpose.  
 

4. The cellar is proposed to be dug out to create additional space. To do this and other 
basement work, portions of the foundation on either side of the front door are proposed to 
be removed to gain access. The wall stones and stone sills would be documented and 
numbered, and reinstalled in the same configuration. A portion of the brick wall along 
East William Street is also proposed to be temporarily removed to facilitate construction 
work, then reinstalled using the same historic materials to match the current 
configuration.  
 

5. Staff believes that the design and arrangement of the lift and its relationship to the 
building meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards number 1, 9, and 10. Also, the 
removal and reinstallation of portions of the courtyard wall and building foundation is 
being proposed in a manner that is sensitive to the historic construction and materials of 
the building.  
 

POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   
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I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 611 
East William Street, a contributing property in the Division Street Historic District, to install a 
new barrier-free lift in front of the building; and temporarily remove then reinstall a portion of 
the courtyard wall and building foundation. As proposed, the work is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the 
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in 
particular standards 1, 9 and 10, and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for 
Barrier Free Accommodations.  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos. 
 
  
611 E William Street (application photo) 
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