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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  537 Detroit Street, Application Number HDC17-047 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: April 20, 2017 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  April 17, 2017 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT    
 
Name: Zaki Alawi    Rob Fowler 
Address: 414 Huntington    5550 Fox Run 
 Ann Arbor, MI     Saline, MI 
Phone:     (734) 476-4851   
 
BACKGROUND:   This one-and-a-half story Queen Anne cottage was built between 1897 and 
1899, when it is depicted on the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of that year.  It was occupied by 
William H. and Mina E. Krapf.  William worked as a carpenter and machine hand, and later 
served as foreman for Luick and Brothers Company on North Fifth Ave. (present day Kerrytown 
shops), a lumber and house parts company.  One of William’s relatives was Herman Krapf, who 
owned a planing mill, sash, doors and wood turning business located next door at 529 Detroit 
Street (present day Treasure Mart).  The Krapf mill operated from about 1878 to sometime after 
before 1910, when it is no longer listed in the Polk City Directory. It seems likely parts of the 
house at 537 Detroit were purchased from this mill.  
 
On November 13, 2008 a previous owner applied for and received a certificate of 
appropriateness to demolish a non-contributing garage, and replace three non-contributing 
windows and one contributing window that was deteriorated beyond repair 
 
On May 18, 2009 the previous owner received a staff approval to repair the first floor stained 
glass windows; install the original front double doors in the original opening, which had been 
filled in to accommodate a non-original door; install new storms and screens; and replicate the 
original porch spindles and install them where spindles had been replaced.  
 
In February of 2017 the current owner received a 
staff approval to replace a second-floor glass 
block window with a wood double-hung window 
(HDC17-014).  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to demolish an existing non-contributing 
garage in poor condition and construct a new 1 
½ story garage at the northwest rear corner of 
the lot.  
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APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 
(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 

 
(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

 
(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Building Site 
Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserve 
the historic relationship between a building or buildings, landscape features, and open 
space. 
 
Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape features, and open space.  
 
Identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features as well as features of the 
site that are important in defining its overall historic character. 
 
Not Recommended:  Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which destroys 
historic relationships on the site.  
 
Removing or radically changing buildings and their features or site features which are 
important in defining the overall historic character of the building site so that, as a result, the 
character is diminished.  

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Guidelines may apply):  
 

Residential Accessory Structures 
      

Not Appropriate:  Introducing new structures or site features that are out of scale with the 
property or the district or are otherwise inappropriate.  
 
Additions 

      
Appropriate:  Locating an addition within a new detached accessory structure located to the 
rear of a primary historic structure.  
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STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. This property was extensively restored by a previous owner in 2008-2010, when it was an 
owner-occupied duplex. The property is now a two-unit rental. The site is immediately 
north of Treasure Mart, and it should be noted that the side wing of that business 
encroaches across this property’s south lot line.  
 

2. The current garage is in extremely poor condition and was previously determined by the 
HDC to be noncontributing. Though an application to demolish the garage was given a 
certificate of appropriateness in 2008, the work was never done. This portion of the 
application is appropriate.  
 

3. The design of the proposed two-car garage is straightforward and features a two-car roll-
up front door, a person-door on the north side, two gabled dormers on the street-facing 
roof and a shed dormer on the rear. Cladding is 5” exposure cementitious lap siding, and 
the foundation is concrete masonry units (cmu). Windows are clad wood, and the person 
door is fiberglass with a half-lite. An interior stair leads to the second floor. The driveway 
would remain gravel, with landscape timbers defining both edges. This is appropriate and 
appreciated, since current tenants are inappropriately parking to the right of the historic 
driveway, on the grass.  
 

4. The footprint of the garage is 22’ wide by 28’ deep, or 616 square feet. The width is 
around the minimum required for two cars parked side by side (see drawing A-1), though 
this may be inappropriate since it rivals the width of the house. The depth of the garage 
accommodates an interior stair. The height of the garage is 22’7” to the ridge. The house 
is 22’ tall at the ridge. Staff believes that despite a 4’ drop in the lot’s grade between the 
front of the house and the front of the garage, the height of the proposed garage is out of 
scale with the 1 ½ story house that it sits a close 10’ behind. As a result, the garage 
distracts from the historic home and damages the historic integrity of the property.  
 

5. Similar garages to this one have been approved on other lots, but under different 
conditions: typically, larger 2 story houses or deeper lots that allow the garage to be 
placed farther from the house and street. Each application is evaluated individually to 
reflect the conditions present on that lot and in its surrounding historic district.  

 
6. Section drawing A-4 is not drawn correctly: two shed dormers are shown, instead of a  

shed on one side and gable dormer opposite. Topo lines on the plan view show at least a 
4’ drop off from the front of the garage to the back, but a taller cmu foundation wall on the 
back is not reflected in the rear elevation drawing.  
 

7. A zoning review will be required before permits may be issued, if the application is 
approved.  
 

8. If this application is approved, future applications for 537 Detroit Street should consider 
that additional space has been allowed in the garage in lieu of an addition to the house.  
 

9. Staff recommends denial of the application. The proposed garage is taller than the house 
and inappropriately alters spatial relationships on the lot (SOI Standard 2); it is not 
compatible with the massing, size and scale of the existing house (SOI Standard 9). It 
distracts from the character of the historic house, and its large size is visually 
incompatible.  
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MOTION 

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 
537 Detroit Street, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to 
demolish a non-contributing garage and construct a two-car garage, on the following 
condition: cementitious siding is installed with the smooth side out, and grass is restored 
between the driveway and house. The work as conditioned is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, materials, and relationship to the house and the surrounding area 
and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2, 9, and 10 and the guidelines 
for building site, as well as the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines, particularly 
as they pertain to residential accessory structures. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, siding and overhead door information 
 
537 Detroit (staff photo, November 2008) 

 
 
 
August 2016 (Google Streetview)  
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