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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  526 Fifth Street, Application Number HDC17-054 

 

DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District 

 

REPORT DATE: April 20, 2017 
 

REPORTED BY: Jill Thacher, City Planner/Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 

REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, April 17 

 

OWNER    APPLICANT    

 

Name: Nancy Bauer    Same 

Address: 526 Fifth Street 
  Ann Arbor, MI 48103   

Phone: (734) 476-0832    

    

BACKGROUND:  This two-story gable-fronter features a wrap-around stone front porch and cut 
stone foundation. The date of construction is unknown, but it appears in the 1883-4 Polk City 
Directory as the home of painter William Henry H. Boylan. He was the proprietor of W.H.H. 
Boyland & Co, house and sign painters and dealers in paints, oils and glass, with a store at 16 
S. Main in 1883.   
 

LOCATION: The site is located on the east side of Fifth Street, south of West Jefferson and 
north of West Madison.   
 

APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to build a 20’ x 27’ brick paver patio and a 
paver walkway to the garage, both in the rear yard of the house. 
 

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 

From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation: 
 
(2) The historic character of a property will be retained 
and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
 

(10) New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction will be undertaken   in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of   the 
historic property will be unimpaired. 
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From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings: 
 

Building Site 
 
Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserve the 
historic relationship between a building or buildings, landscape features, and open space.  
 
Not Recommended:  Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which destroys 
historic relationships on the site.  
 

From the City of Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines:  

 

Residential Decks and Patios 
 
Appropriate: Installing a patio flush with grade using stone, brick pavers, or concrete.  Custom 
materials will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Ensuring that a deck or patio drains away from the historic resource. 
 

STAFF FINDINGS:  
 
1. The proposed patio is immediately behind a rear addition to the house, spanning its 

width. The shape is a rounded rectangle, approximately 480 square feet, or 27’ by 20’ at 
its widest points. Along the north side of the patio is a paver-path leading from the back 
door of the house to the detached garage.  The path is an additional 140 square feet. 
There are existing patio doors on the back of the house that lead out to the patio area. A 
photo of representative pavers is included in the application.  

 
2. The location of the patio behind the house is an appropriate location for a landscape 

feature. The patio is large, but does not detract from the house or neighboring historic 
structures, and fits compatibly between the house and garage. Drainage is controlled 
using drain tile and a drywell.         

 
3. The proposed patio is compatible in exterior design, massing, arrangement, texture, 

material and relationship to the site and the surrounding area, and meet The Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, particularly standards 2 and 9. 

 

POSSIBLE MOTION: (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   
 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 526 
Fifth Street, a contributing property in the Old West Side Historic District, to construct a paver 
patio in the rear yard as proposed. The proposed work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the house and the surrounding 
area, and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
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Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2 and 9 and the guidelines for building 
sites, and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for residential patios.  
 

ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, pergola and paver example photos 
 
526 Fifth Street (photo May 2008) 

 
 
 
 
 
 


























