
 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
March 22, 2017 Regular Meeting 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 

Subject: ZBA17-008, 400 East Stadium Boulevard 
 
Summary: Ann Arbor Golf & Outing Club is requesting a variance from Chapter 104 
Fences, Section 8.434(2) in order to install a forty (40) foot tall fence (netting system) 
along the northern property line. The fence will be approximately six hundred and fifty 
(650) feet in length and is adjacent to East Stadium Boulevard directly across the street 
from the University of Michigan football stadium. 
 
Description and Discussion: 
 
The subject parcel is located at the southeast corner of East Stadium and Main Street 
intersection. It is bounded on two (2) sides by public rights-of-way. A front lot line is 
defined as any lot line abutting a right-of-way. The property is zoned AG Agricultural open-
space district.  
 
The new sidewalk project being installed by the City was started on November 21, 2016 
and is scheduled to be completed on August 21, 2017. The approximate length of the 
sidewalk will be one thousand two hundred (1,200) lineal feet. This will complete the final 
sidewalk gap along Stadium Boulevard. Approximately one hundred and nine (109) trees 
six (6) inches in diameter or greater have been removed along with brush and 
undergrowth for the project. The estimated cost of the project when complete will be 
twelve (12) million dollars. 
 
The following requirements are excerpts from Chapter 104, Section 8:434(2): 
 
In other than residential districts, fences may be extended to twelve (12) feet in height 
without restriction as to solid matter or closed construction.  
The proposed fence would reduce the decibel level by 4dba according to a third-party 
engineering firm specializing in residential and commercial acoustics.  
 
Standards for Approval (Variance): 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 5:99, 
Application of the Variance Power from the City of Ann Arbor Zoning Ordinance.  The 
following criteria shall apply: 
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The Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Ann Arbor may, after a hearing in 
accordance with the established procedures of the Board, in its sound discretion 
and in the interests of the public health, safety or welfare of the inhabitants of the 
community, reduce or remit the requirements of this Chapter in individual cases.  
 
The petitioner states that allowing the forty (40) foot tall fence will not have a negative 
impact on the surrounding properties as the stadium directly across the street is the only 
property that could be affected from a visual standpoint. The fence will improve safety for 
pedestrians and motorists along the corridor. Additionally, the Public Services Area is in 
support of this variance request.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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