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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  307 South Fifth Avenue, Application Number HDC17-20 
 
DISTRICT:  East Liberty Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: March 9, 2017 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, March 6, 2017 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT    
 
Name: Cho Young-Ho   Adrian Iraola 
Address: 5053 Okemos Road   7129 Tupelo Dr  
 East Lansing, MI 48823   Ann Arbor, MI 
Phone: (517) 902-4485        (734) 216-9830 
  
BACKGROUND:   This one-story building was constructed in 1914 as a Classical Revival style 
house and also served as an office for Dr. Louis Rominger. A concrete block storefront with a 
flat roof was added to the front of the house sometime before 1981.  
 
In 2013 a rear addition was approved by the HDC, but the certificate of appropriateness has 
expired. (HDC13-037) 
 
LOCATION: The site is on the east side of South Fifth Avenue, just south of East Liberty Street. 
It is on a shared lot with the Italianate house occupied by Earthen Jar.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to change the roof pitch on the front 
addition, increase the height of the parapet by 14”, and install mechanical equipment on that 
roof.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 
 

(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and 
preserved.  The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

 (9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with 
the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment. 
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(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 
manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired.  

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
Building Site 
Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserve the 
historic relationship between a building or buildings, landscape features, and open space. 
 
Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape features, and open space.  
 
Not Recommended:  Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which destroys 
historic relationships on the site.  
 
District or Neighborhood Setting 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction into historic districts that is visually 
incompatible or that destroys historic relationships within the setting. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS:   

 
1. The front addition on the building has a flat roof with frequent rain ponding and leaking 

issues. The applicant seeks to pitch the roof only on the flat-roofed front room (the 
concrete block addition) using 14” joists. The roof would pitch to the south and rain would 
be caught in gutters. The parapet would be increased in height 14”, using wood painted 
to match the existing, to hide the new roof joists. Since this is a modern addition to the 
building, pitching the roof and hiding it behind a parapet is appropriate.  
 

2. The mechanical equipment is in the same location as equipment that was removed when 
the previous tenant vacated the building. It includes a cylindrical exhaust fan and a boxy 
air supply unit. From the pedestrian’s perspective, the units will be similar to what’s 
visible in the photo below (plus the taller parapet). The other feasible location for this 
equipment is on the pitched roof of the historic part of the structure, which would require 
cutting into the roof to build a platform. Staff prefers locating the equipment on the flat 
roofed front addition even though it is visible because it does not compromise any historic 
design or materials.  
 

3. It is staff’s opinion that the proposed change in roof pitch, increased parapet, and new 
mechanical equipment are compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material 
and relationship to the rest of the site and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in particular standards 2, 9, 10, and the 
guidelines for building site and district or neighborhood setting.  

 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   
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I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application at 
307 South Fifth Avenue, a contributing property in the East Liberty Historic District, to 
change the roof pitch, increase the height of the parapet, and install mechanical 
equipment on the front addition, as proposed. The work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, materials, and relationship to the garage and the surrounding area and 
meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2 , 9, and 10 and the guidelines 
for building site and district or neighborhood setting.  

 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos 
 
307 S Fifth Avenue (2009) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


























