
M E M O R A N D U M  

  

  

To:    Historic District Commissioners  

  

From:   Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator  

  

Date:             October 20, 2016  

  

Re:                Revisions to 203 Koch Street application HDC16-160 

  

 

Revisions were submitted for the application at 203 Koch Street to raise the roof 

on the rear wing after the application was postponed at the September 8, 2016 

meeting because of inaccurate drawings. The revisions include:  

 

1. A different roof ridge height on the rear wing, and higher eaves on the left 

(east) and right (west) sides.  

2. Notes indicating that the five brackets on the rear elevation will be 

retained and reinstalled. 

3. Notes indicating that a new frieze board will match the existing on the new 

roof edges.  

4. No information was submitted on the new egress window on the rear 

elevation. Staff suggests in the motion that an all wood window in the 

smallest size that meets egress requirements is to be reviewed by staff.  

5. New siding to match the existing is proposed. The current siding is wood 

shingle on the east elevation, but aluminum or vinyl over wood shingle on 

the rear and west elevations. Infilling the new wall surface on the east 

elevation with wood shingles is appropriate. Staff feels strongly that using 

artificial siding on the rear and west elevations is inappropriate since 

historic siding is present, and that the solution is to remove the artificial 

siding from both elevations and clad the new wall surfaces above them 

with appropriate wood shingle siding. This avoids an awkward siding 

transition and heads off future problems when the artificial siding is 

removed. It also helps the alteration of a character defining feature of the 

house, the roof, to meet SOI standard number 2.  

 

Staff believes the revisions to the project are appropriate if considered with the 

suggested conditions. For the applicable standards and guidelines, please see 

the attached September 8, 2016 Staff Report.  

 

POSSIBLE MOTION: (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review 

Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 

applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   



 

I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the 

application at 203 Koch Avenue, a contributing property in the Old West 

Side Historic District, to raise the roof height on the rear addition and 

change the roof pitch, on the following conditions: the new egress window 

is all wood, the smallest size possible to meet egress requirements, and is 

approved separately by staff on behalf of the HDC; and all infill and 

replacement materials and their dimensions match the historic ones, 

including eaves, fascia, trim, siding, soffits, etc.; and the artificial siding will 

be removed and the underlying siding repaired and restored to a sound 

condition. The work as conditioned is compatible in exterior design, 

arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building 

and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 

Buildings, in particular standards 2, 5, 9 and 10 and the guidelines for 

additions and building site; and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design 

Guidelines for additions.  

 

Attachments: Revised drawings dated September 29, 2016; and the September 

8, 2016 Staff Report, application, and attachments.  
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