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SEMCOG member survey in the mail soon

SEMCOG values all of its members and wants everyone to
benefit from SEMCOG membership. To that end, SEMCOG
is surveying its members about their experiences with our
services and about their current and future needs. Results will.
help SEMCOG align its work program to better service
members. Surveys are being sent to elected and appointed
officials and staff in all of our member communities, We hope
that everyone who receives a survey will take the time to
complete the survey. Contact: Amy Malmer, SEMCOG
Membership Manager.

Save the date: SEMCOG’s November 20 General
Assembly to feature progress on transit

Please join us on Thursday, November 20 beginni g at 4:30
p-m. for SEMCOG's Fall General Assembly meeting that will
feature a report to the region on transit in Southeast Michigan.
There is much positive news to report. The keynote speaker
will be Edsel Ford, Lead Champion of the One D
. Transforming Regional Detroit initiative. Also featured will be
John Hertel, CEO, Detroit Regional Mass Transit. The
meeting will be held at the Sterling Inn (34911 Van Dyke,
Sterling Heights). Watch for additional information in the mail
and on www.semcog.org. Contact: Kathleen Lomako,
SEMCOG Deputy Executive Director.

SEMCOG releases statistics on deer crashes in
Southeast Michigan

There were 6,280 vehicle-deer crashes in Southeast
Michigan in 2007 (down from 6,358 in 2006 and up from
6,097 in 2005), according to figures released by SEMCOG.
That figure represents 4.5 percent of all crashes in 2007
(140,115 total).

County 2006 deer . All | Percentage
crashes crashes
Livingston 1,157 5,401 21.4
Macomb 659 23,798 2.8
Monroe 288 4,050 7.1
Oakland 1,876 37,781 5.0
St. Clair 797 4,425 18.0
Washtenaw 1,169 10,787 10.8
Wayne 334 53,873 0.6
SE Michigan 6,280 140,115 4.5
Michigan 61,907 324,174 19.1

September 29, 2008

Rochester Hills and Scio Township expeﬁenced the most
deer crashes in Southeast Michigan in 2007. Those SEMCOG

member communities in the top 10 list — Rochester Hills,
Scio Township, Independence Township, Orion Township,
Oxford Township, Brighton Township, Oakland Township,
Washington Twp., Genoa township, and Shelby Township,

along with Livingston and Oakland Counties — will each
receive, from SEMCOG, a special informational display
customized for their community on the dangers of deer
crashes, along with "take with" materials for residents.

SEMCOG is a member of the Michigan Deer Crash
Coalition (MDCC), working to raise awareness of and
decrease vehicle-deer crashes. A press conference will be held
in Rochester Hills on September 30. For more information,
visit the MDCC Web site; look under hot topics on
SEMCOG’s home page. Contact: Tom Bruff;, SEMCOG
Transportation Coordinator.

Executive Committee meeting highlights

View highlights of the September 26 Executive Committee
meeting at www.semcog.org. From the home page, link to
Podcasts in the upper right bar, then look for the Executive
Committee link in the center of the page. Highlights include
Susan Mortel, Director of the Bureau of Transportation
Planning at the Michigan Department of Transportation,
discussing the current state transportation funding situation
and the impacts this will have on state and local governments.
Other highlights include the discussion that surrounded
establishing a guide for spending transportation funds as part of
the region’s next long-range regional transportation plan and
the formation of a new task force to evaluate and recommend
revisions to SEMCOG's policies related to infrastructure.
Contact: Sue Stetler, SEMCOG Director of Communications.

SEMCOG releases combined sewer overflow
report

Southeast Michigan has invested $2.4 billion in projects
designed to reduce combined sewer overflow (CSO) pollutant
discharges, resulting in an 85 percent reduction in untreated
CSO  discharges. According to a report just released by
SEMCOG, those investments continue to improve water
quality and quality of life in Southeast Michigan. The report,
Investment in Reducing Combined Sewer Overflow Pays
Dividends, was created jointly with the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department (DWSD) and several of its customers,
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and is available in PDF format on SEMCOG's Web site,
www.semcog.org; look under Reports on the home page.
Contact: Chuck Hersey, SEMCOG Manager of Environmental
Programs.

Shining Light Awards honor regional leaders
Winners of the Shining Light Regional Cooperation Awards,
sponsored by the Metropolitan Affairs Coalition and the
Detroit Free Press, will be honored on October 9, 2008 at a
special breakfast ceremony at The Westin in Southfield, MI,

beginning at 8 a.m.
The three Shining Light Award recipients are:

o Neal Shine Award for Exemplary Regional Leadership —
Dr. David DiChiera, Founder & General Director,

Michigan Opera Theatre

o Eleanor Josaitis “Unsung Hero” Award — Carol Goss,
President & Chief Executive Officer, The Skillman
Foundation

e Dave Bing Future Leader Award — Kerry Doman,
Founder & Chief Executive Officer, After 5 Detroit
The awards ceremony and breakfast is open to the public.
Tickets are $35. Contact: www.shininglightawards.com or
call 248-336-8399 for more details.

Federal brownfield grant opportunities available

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
posted competitive EPA Brownfield grant opportunities for
2009 on its Web site. The proposal deadline is November 14,
2008. These grants may be used to address sites contaminated
by petroleum and hazardous substances, pollutants, or
contaminants (including hazardous substances co-mingled with
petroleum). Additional details about these grants are available
on SEMCOG's Web site; visit the Members page and look for
Grants. EPA’s Web site has the detailed Proposal Guidelines;
visit www.epa.gov/brownfields/applicat.htm. Contact: Kevin
A. Johnson, Senior Planner, SEMCOG’ C'ommumt)/ and
Economic Development.

$3.9 billion in CDBG emergency funding to local
governments
On July 30, 2008, the Housing and Economic Recovery Act

was signed into law. Included in this legislation is $3.92 billion
in emergency CDBG grants directed to states and local
governments for redevelopment of abandoned and foreclosed
homes. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) is expected to release the allocation
formula and program regulations on September 29, 2008. It is
expected that a good percentage of Michigan’s funds will be
directed to Southeast Michigan as the seven-county SEMCOG |
region accounted for 74 percent of all foreclosure notices filed
in the state in August 2008. Additional information on this
funding is available on SEMCOG’s Web site. Click on the link
“Emergency foreclosure funding.” Local governments are
encouraged to visit this page often as SEMCOG will update
this page as HUD releases the allocation formula and
distribution of funds. Contact: Kevin Vettraino, Planner,
SEMCOG Community and Economic Development.

SEMCOG is a regional planning partnership of governmental
units serving 4.9 million people in the seven-county region of
Southeast Michigan "striving to enhance the region's quality
of life. Regional Update is a publication of SEMCOG,
financed through funds from state and federal grants and
dues from member communities.

Mary Blackmon, Chairperson
Treasurer,
Wayne County Regional Education Service Agency
Paul E. Tait, Executive Director
Susan L. Stetler, Editor

SEMCOG Contact Information:
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
535 Griswold Street, Suite 300, Detroit, Ml 48226
313-961-4266 « Fax: 313-961-4869
Staff e-mail: lastname@semcog.org
WWW.Semcog.org
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SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments, is a regional planning partnership
of governmental units serving 4.9 million people in
the seven-county region of Southeast Michigan
striving to enhance the region’s quality of life.

Membership in SEMCOG is open to all counties,
cities, villages, townships, intermediate school
districts, community colleges, and public universities
in Livingston, Macomb, Monroe, Oakland,

St. Clair, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties.
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City Of Ann Arbor

PO Box 8647
Ann Arbor M1 48107-8647

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

535 Griswold, Suite 300
Detroit, MI 48226-3602
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SEMCOG
UNIVERSITY

PRESENTS
Winter Road

Maintenance:
Policy, Practice, and Technology

Thursday, October 23, 2008
SEMCOG Offices in the

Buhl Building

(535 Griswold St., Suite 300

Detroit 48226) and online via Webinar

9 a.m.-noon
(Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.)

g ... Equipping local government leaders for the future

Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
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