
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
 

 For Planning Commission Meeting of July 12, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: New Farmers Market Enclosure Site Plan and Landscape 

Modification for City Council Approval  
(315 Detroit Street)  

 File No. SP16-075 
 

PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

       WHEREAS, the City Administrator is directed to obtain comments and suggestions 
from the appropriate City departments with regard to certain City projects meeting 
private development regulations prior to recommending that City Council approve 
funding for them; and  
 
       WHEREAS, such projects are to be reviewed by the City Planning Commission 
prior to City Council approval; therefore be it 
 
       RESOLVED, that the Ann Arbor City Planning Commission finds that New Farmers 
Market Enclosure adheres to City private development standards, with the exception of 
the following:  
 

• The proposed driveway width of up to 24’3” exceeds the fifteen to twenty foot 
width allowed for one-way drives (Chapter 47, Section 4:20(4)(c)) 

• Useless curb cuts must be eliminated (Chapter 47, Section 4:20(8)).  
 

 

PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

      The Ann Arbor City Planning Commission hereby recommends 
that the Mayor and City Council approve the proposed modifications to 
the conflicting land use buffer requirements of Chapter 62 (Landscape 
and Screening Ordinance), because the standards contained in Section 
5:608 (Modifications) have been met. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends that the motion above be approved, because the public project 
generally complies with applicable local, state and federal laws, ordinances, standards 
and regulations to the greatest extent feasible; and does not cause a public or private 
nuisance and does not have a detrimental effect on the public health, safety or welfare.   
 
Staff recommends approval of the conflicting land use buffer modification because the 
proposed landscaping in the buffer meets the spirit and intent of the conflicting land use 
buffer requirements to the extent possible.  
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LOCATION 

 
The site is located on the west side of Detroit Street, north of Catherine and south of 
East Kingsley. It is in the Downtown Planning Area and the Allen Creek sub-watershed.  

 
DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT 

 
The Farmers Market is a downtown park, 
owned and operated by the Ann Arbor 
Parks and Recreation Services.  A new 
4,000-square foot modern urban barn is 
proposed on its North Fourth Avenue 
frontage.  The barn will provide an 
enclosed space, minimally heated in the 
winter months, to enhance the presence 
and function of the Farmers Market year-
around.  
 
The proposed steel and glass building measures 50 feet wide by 80 feet deep and has a 
completely open interior.  All four sides have industrial type multi-light steel windowed 
garage style roll-up doors, and the roof is metal.   
 
Site features include a barrier-free ramp off North Fourth Avenue leading to an entry 
patio with benches. On the east end, the proposed building will open into the center 
shed row . A one-way u-shaped driveway off North Fourth Avenue circles the building. 
Understanding that parking is a premium, the site plan was designed to only eliminate 21 
of the existing 61 at-grade spaces.  . PL zoning has no required front open space, so 
parking can occur in front of the proposed building. No bicycle parking is existing or 
proposed on the site. Bicycle parking and an ArborBike station will remain in the right–of-
way bump where Detroit Street meets North Fifth Avenue.   
 
Landscaping is being installed around the North Fourth Avenue entry, including benches 
in the public right-of-way that will be maintained by Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation. 
Shrubbery along the westernmost right-of-way acts as a buffer between parking and the 
sidewalk, though a landscape modification has been requested to allow the reduced 
widths of 2’8” along the north parking space and 4’6” along the south. No trees will be 
removed as part of the project.  
 
To address stormwater, the roof area of the new building discharges to a rain garden 
located along the North Fourth Avenue right of way. In addition, the first 25’ of each drive 
entrance off North Fourth Avenue is permeable pavers. The total available storage 
volume exceeds the requirements for a 100-year storm.  
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SITE HISTORY 
 

The 1888 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map shows most of 
the site as a “Wood Yard”, presumably for the nearby 
Luick Brothers Planing Mill at the corner of 5th Street 
(now N. Fifth Avenue) and E. North (now E. Kingsley). 
In 1908, the site is shown on Sanborn maps as a 
lumber yard on the Detroit Street side, and five homes 
on North Fourth Avenue (numbers 312-400). Prior to 
1931, farmers set up a market on the court house 
lawn two blocks to the south and spilled onto nearby 
streets. The City sought a permanent market location, 
and purchased the lumber yard at a reduced price 
from the Luick family in 1931. The sheds were 
constructed in 1938-1940 as a Works Progress 
Administration project, and the current market office 
building was built in 1984. The last of the five houses 
along North Fourth Avenue was demolished and 
incorporated into the market in 2003.  

 
 

 
 
 

SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 
 
 LAND USE ZONING 

NORTH Retail/Office (Kerrytown Shops) D2 (Downtown Interface) 
Kerrytown Character Overlay District 

EAST Retail/Office/Community High School 
D2 (Downtown Interface) & PL (Public 
Land) 
Kerrytown Character Overlay District 

SOUTH Retail/Office (White Swan Laundry 
building)  

D2 (Downtown Interface) 
Kerrytown Character Overlay District 

WEST Retail/Office/Residential (Braun Court, 
Kerrytown Concert House) 

D2 (Downtown Interface) 
Kerrytown Character Overlay District 

 
  

1908 Sanborn Map 
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ZONING COMPARISON CHART 
  

  Existing Proposed 

Zoning PL (Public Land District) PL (Public Land District) 

Gross Lot Area 21,322 SF  21,322 SF 
Maximum Usable Floor Area in 
Percentage of Lot Area 5% (1,161 SF)  24% (1,161SF + 4,000 SF) 

Se
tb

ac
ks

 Front (N. Fourth Ave) 48’10” (to existing building) 24’ (to new building)  

Front (Detroit St) 47’7” (to existing building) 47’7” (to existing building) 

Side (north) 150’5” (to existing building) 73’2” (to new building)  

Side (south) 1’ (to existing building)  1’ (to existing building) 

Building Height 18’6” 29’10” 

Parking – Automobiles 61 40 

Parking – Bicycles 0 0 
 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

A Citizen Participation Report has been submitted (see attached) summarizing the many 
meetings, activities, mailings, and events used to raise awareness, share information, 
and involve the public in the project. 
 
The new Farmers Market Enclosure project has been publicly discussed since 2014. 
Public meetings were held and input was gathered through the Farmers Market Advisory 
Commission, the Park Advisory Commission, through vendor surveys, comment cards, 
information posted at the Market, committees composed of vendors and residents, and 
press releases. Information about the project has been posted on the City’s website and 
at the Market since the inception of the project.  
 
Meetings were held with the Kerrytown District Association to discuss the project, and 
input was received from surrounding businesses involved in the planning of the 
structure.  The Vendor Operations Advisory Committee and Community Operations 
Advisory Committee met for several months to work through operational and community 
concerns. Each meeting included public input. Both the Farmers Market Advisory 
Commission and the Park Advisory Commission unanimously passed resolutions in 
support of the project.  
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PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
The Downtown Plan is based upon several guiding values which articulate the most 
fundamental elements of the downtown.  These values include providing a diversity of 
uses and accommodating a diversity of users, and providing a viable economy, a “green” 
and energy-efficient built environment and transportation network and social and cultural 
opportunities.  Dense land use and development patterns which draw people downtown 
and foster an active street life, contribute to its function as an urban neighborhood and 
support a sustainable transportation system is a goal expressed in the Plan (page 22). 
 
Some of the applicable land use goals and objectives from the Downtown Plan include: 

 
Goal: Promote downtown as the center of commerce in the community. Strengthen and 

expand a balanced mix of downtown’s active uses, such as shops and services, 
restaurants, and entertainment attractions, by providing convenient transit and 
parking, a quality pedestrian environment, strategically located vehicular and 
bicycle parking, and a diverse land use context needed to support a successful 
retail environment. 

 
Goal:  Preserve and enhance incremental transitions in land use, density, building scale 

and height in the Interface areas located between downtown’s neighborhood edges 
and Core Areas.  

 
Goal: Encourage new development to reinforce historic buildings’ contribution to 

downtown’s identity and pedestrian orientation. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Open Space Plan identifies several major infrastructure needs 
for the Farmers Market, including repaving the deteriorated parking lot, constructing a 
shelter to accommodate vendors, and reconfiguring the parking lot (including where the 
house was demolished in 2003). This project will accomplish all of those goals.  

STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Planning -- The PL (Public Lands) district is the designated zoning district for land owned 
by a public entity, such as the City of Ann Arbor, the University of Michigan, and the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools.  There are no required area, height or placement regulations.  The 
permitted uses include indoor and outdoor public recreation along with buildings 
associated with the recreational use.     
 
Public Services, Engineering –  Two items do not comply with City Code: The proposed 
driveway width of up to 24’3” exceeds the fifteen to twenty foot width allowed for one-
way drives (Chapter 47, Section 4:20(4)(c)); also, useless curb cuts must be eliminated 
(Chapter 47, Section 4:20(8)). Notes on the plan indicate that maintaining the existing 
drive width is desired to accommodate vendor trucks on market days, and the useless 
curb cut on North Fourth Avenue will remain in place until sidewalk improvements, 
scheduled for 2018, are completed by the city.  
 
Design Review Board – The Design Review Board (DRB) reviewed the proposed design 
at their meeting of April 20, 2016 (staff report and minutes attached).  The Board 
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concluded that given the unique character of the site and proposal, the project met the 
intent of the Downtown Design Guidelines, especially for street edge, entry, windows, 
canopy, materials and operational systems. The DRB discussed design features with the 
project architect and DRB suggestions were incorporated into the current proposal.  
 
Systems Planning, Urban Forest and Natural Resource Planning – Staff supports the 
request for a Landscape Modification.  
 
 
Prepared by Jill Thacher 
Reviewed by Ben Carlisle 
7/12/2016 
 
Attachments: Location Map 
  Zoning and Parcel Map 
  Aerial Photo 
  Sheet  SP1 Dimensional Plan 

Sheet  SP2 Landscape Plan 
CE-1 Topographic Survey 
Sheet A2 Elevations 
Sheet A3 Elevations 
Sheet A4 Perspective Views 
Citizen Participation Report 

  April 20, 2016 Design Review Board Staff Report 
4/21/16 PMAC Resolution 
6/21/16 PAC Memo 
6/21/16 PAC Resolution  

 
c: Owner: City of Ann Arbor 
  301 E Huron St  
  Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
 
 Petitioner: City of Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation 
   301 E Huron St 
       Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
 
 City Attorney 
 Systems Planning 
 File Nos. SP16-075 
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SP2

ALL PLANTING SIZES SHOWN SHALL BE AT TIME OF PLANTING

1.

ALL PLANT MATERIAL SHALL BE FREE OF DISEASE AND INSECTS AND SHALL CONFORM TO THE AMERICAN STANDARD FOR NURSERY STOCK OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NURSERYMEN.

2.

ALL LANDSCAPING SHALL BE MAINTAINED A HEALTHY CONDITION, ANY DEAD OR DISEASED PLANTINGS SHALL BE REMOVED AND REPLACED WITHIN 1 YEAR.

3.

ALL LANDSCAPE BEDS SHALL USE MULCH BEDS WITH CYPRUS MULCH - COLOR PER OWNER.  INSTALL WEED BARRIER IN ALL BEDS EXCEPT RAIN GARDEN.

4.

LANDSCAPE PLAN SHALL BE MINIMUM REQUIRED PLANTINGS.  CONTRACTOR / OWNER MAY INSTALL MORE PLANTINGS AS DESIRED.

5.

ALL DISEASED, DAMAGED OR DEAD MATERIALS SHALL BE REPLACED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY REQUIREMENTS.

6.

ALL PLANTINGS SHALL BE COMPLETED WITHIN A THREE (3) MONTH TIME PERIOD AND SHALL NOT BE PLANTED LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30TH. NOR EARLIER THAN THE FIRST DAY OF APRIL.

7.

2

SP2
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Citizen Participation Report - New Farmers Market Enclosure 

The new Farmers Market Enclosure project has been a public discussion since 2014. Public 
meetings held in conjunction with the Farmers Market Advisory Commission, the Park Advisory 
Commission, through vendor surveys, information posted at the Market, committees composed 
of vendors and residents, and press releases. Information about the project has been posted on the 
City’s website at this link since the inception of the project:     
http://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-Recreation/parks-places/farmers-market/Pages/Market-
Infrastructure-Project.aspx   

Project information has been shared and discussed at regular meetings of the Public Market 
Advisory Commission since 2014. Each of the meetings has included public input. Input has 
included a small number of vendors (2-3 who have attended every meeting) who are not in favor 
of the change. The Kerrytown District Association is very much in favor of the project, but has 
concerns about parking loss in their neighborhood. Surrounding businesses, including Argo Farm 
Market and the Lunch Room have shown active support for the project. 

Two committees were formed to provide public input; a Vendor Operations Advisory Committee 
and a Community Operations Advisory Committee. The committees met during February, March 
and April, 2016.  The public were invited to attend these meetings and provided input for the 
committees. The reports summarizing the recommendations from the committees are attached.  

Design Review Board - April 19, 2016.  At this meeting, the project was presented to the DRB. 
There were several attendees from the public.  Comments were generally in support of the 
project, with suggestions made about the design.  

Parks Advisory Commission (PAC) - May 17, 2016. The project was presented to PAC, 
including a summary of the Vendor Operations and Community Operations Advisory 
Committees.  There were no public comments regarding the project.  

Parks Advisory Commission - June 21, 2016. At this meeting a resolution in support of the 
project was passed unanimously. One person attended from the public and spoke in favor of the 
project.   

At the Farmers Market office, staff have been displaying renderings of the project, handing out 
FAQ’s, and discussing the project on an ongoing basis.  

A survey of vendors was sent out in March, 2015 to obtain input about winterization of the 
market. The survey results are included in the attached report.  

Comment cards were collected from the public over the past year, and responses are included in 
the attached report.  

A press release was sent out in February, 2016 to announce the DDA grant to help fund the 
project. The press release also had an explanation of the project and is included in the attached 
report. 

https://a2gov.legistar.com/DepartmentDetail.aspx?ID=4219&GUID=88680198-FF9E-494D-A409-883AAADB75E8&Search=






































The City Park Planner staffed a Farmers Market booth in August 8, 2015 to discuss the project, 
answer questions, and obtain feedback. At that event, comment cards were filled out, and the 
response was generally favorable. 

Postcards were mailed to neighbors within 500 feet of the site with a brief description of the 
project June 23rd . and to notify of the public hearing at Planning Commission.  



 ANN ARBOR DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 
 

Staff Report 
 
 

 
MEETING DATE: April 20, 2016 
 
PROJECT: Ann Arbor Farmers Market Design Project  
 Project No. DR16-001 
 
ADDRESS: 315 Detroit Street  
 
ZONING DISTRICTS: PL Public Land, Kerrytown Character, Secondary Frontage 
 
DESIGN TEAM: Amy Kuras – City of Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation Services 
 Keith Kohler – Kohler Architects 
 Julian Wargo – Zeimet Wozniak and Associates 
  
 
PROPOSED PROJECT:  A new 4,000-square foot modern urban barn is proposed at 
the Farmers Market, 315 Detroit Street, on its North Fourth Avenue frontage.  The barn 
will provide an 
enclosed space, 
heated in the 
winter months, 
to enhance the 
presence and 
function of the 
farmers market 
during the entire 
year.   
 
The Farmers 
Market has 
been operating 
at its current 
location since 
1931.  In 1973, the City acquired a single-family lot at 322 N. Fourth Ave as a life estate 
and took possession of the property in 2003.  The home was demolished and the space 
has since been used for market activities.   
 
The proposed steel and glass building measures 50 feet wide by 80 feet deep and has 
a completely open interior.  All four sides have industrial type multi-light steel windowed 
garage style pull down doors.  The roof is metal.   
 

Figure  1 – Location Map 
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The proposed 
development will fill 
the void on Fourth 
with a multi-purpose 
building that creates 
an aesthetically 
pleasing focal point 
and prominent entry 
to the Market.  Its 
design highlights 
features of the 
market canopies, 
tying the 
architecture of the 
site together, while 
complementing and 
borrowing features of adjacent structures, such as the roof of the bell tower, the 
industrial type windows of the Kerrytown Market and Shops, and the garage style 
windows of Argiero’s Restaurant.   
 
The Farmers Market is a downtown park, owned and operated by the Ann Arbor Parks 
and Recreation Services.  One of the important goals of the project is to highlight open 
space features so that it is readily identifiable as an urban park.   
 
 
STAFF COMMENTS:  
 

1. The PL (Public Lands) district is the designated zoning district for land owned by 
a public entity, such as the City of Ann Arbor, the University of Michigan, and the 
Ann Arbor Public Schools.  The area, height or placement regulations are “none”.  
The permitted uses include indoor and outdoor public recreation along with 
buildings associated with the recreational use.     

 
2. All property in the downtown, whether its base zoning is D1, D2, PUD (Planned 

Unit Development), PL or other, has a character overlay zoning district 
designation.  This was intentionally done to set the expectation that new 
development and redevelopment in the downtown, public or private, should be in 
keeping with the context and respect the height and placement standards of the 
character districts.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure  2 – Perspective Elevation 
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3. The area, height and placement regulations for this site (PL, Kerrytown 
character, secondary frontages) are: 

 
 Required Proposed 
Density (Floor Area Ratio) None  10% FAR 
Front Setback Min 0 feet, Max 10 feet 21 ft* 
Side Setback None Not applicable  
Rear Setback None Not applicable  
Streetwall Height Min 2 stories, Max 3 stories** Not applicable  
Offset at Top of Streetwall Min Average 5 feet** Not applicable  
Total Height Maximum 60 feet 30 feet 

 
* Proposed building is set back 21 feet from North Fourth Avenue.  The existing 

canopy structures are set back approximately 2 feet from North Fourth Avenue 
and Detroit Street, and the existing Market building is set back approximately 40 
feet from North Fourth Avenue.   

 
4. The proposed development incorporates all of the applicable design guidelines 

for context and site planning.  It identifies and reinforces the positive 
characteristics of its own site as well as adjacent site and enriches the pedestrian 
experience.  Consideration was given to natural systems and open space.  The 
development improves the current parking, driveway and service area functions.  
Pedestrian connections are made where none currently exist and cycling and 
transit are incorporated.  

 
5. The design guidelines for building massing generally are not applicable to the 

proposed development.  Building massing guidelines focus on minimizing the 
impact of a new building and providing details, variation, and design treatments 
that break down scale.  However, these concepts that simply reinforce good 
building design principles are reflected in the overall composition of the proposed 
building.    

 
6. The proposed development also incorporates all of the applicable design 

guidelines for building elements.   It has an appropriate street edge, entry, 
windows, canopy, materials and operational systems.   

 
7. The Farmers Market is arguably the heart of Kerrytown.  The existing market 

building and canopy structures are unlike other buildings in the neighborhood yet 
are a cornerstone of the Kerrytown character.  The proposed building will be a 
seamless addition to the Farmers Market.  New visitors to the market may think it 
has always been there.   
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APPLICABLE GUIDELINES:   From the Ann Arbor Downtown Design Guidelines 
 
Staff has identified the following Guidelines as applicable to the proposed project.  
These include Guidelines both with which the proposed project is and is not consistent.   
The Design Review Board may find other Guidelines are also applicable.     
 
Chapter 1:  General Design Guidelines 
 
A. Design Guidelines for Context and Site Planning 

A.1 Urban Pattern and Form.  When considering urban pattern and form, the 
petitioner should assess the character of the adjacent streetscape, open spaces, 
and buildings to determine how they function as places and facilities supporting 
human use. 

A.1.1 Identify and then reinforce the positive characteristics of adjacent sites. 

A.1.2 Design sidewalk level features and facilities to provide enrichment of the 
pedestrian experience. 

A.1.4 For mid-block sites, identify adjacent site and building design qualities, 
noting that a design may be appropriate for a mid-block site that best 
serves the area in a secondary role. 

A.2   Site Planning and Natural Systems.  An urban setting can be a challenging 
environment in which to respond to natural systems.   Consider natural systems 
such as sun and wind patterns, climates and seasonality, rainwater harvesting, 
and significant individual features such as street tree patterns and landmark trees 
on public and private sites. 

A.3  Open Space.  Open spaces can include public and private courtyards, plazas, 
patios, terraces, alleys, and gardens. Throughout downtown, site features and 
elements that invite use should be provided.  

A.3.1 Design an urban open space to maximize activity and usability for a 
diverse population of different abilities. 

A.3.2 Locate an urban open space where there is a high level of existing or 
potential pedestrian activity. 

A.4   Parking, Driveways and Service Areas.  Parking, driveways, and service areas 
are necessary functions, which should be designed to benefit the urban 
experience. 

A.4.1 Locate and size driveways, access points, service entries, alleys, loading 
docks, and trash receptacles to minimize impact on pedestrians and 
maintain pedestrian safety, circulation, and comfort. 
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A.5 Pedestrian Connections.  Pedestrian connections include sidewalks, alleys and 

arcades that provide pedestrian access within, through and among properties. 
Such connections provide access to buildings, courtyards, plazas and other site 
elements. 

A.6 Cycling and Transit.  Walking, cycling, transit and other multi-modal means of 
transportation are to be considered in the design of streetscapes. 

 A.6.2 Consider use of convenient bicycle racks, including proximity to building 
entries, weather protection and security when selecting a location for bicycle 
parking and storage. 

B. Design Guidelines for Buildings 

B. 1 Building Massing.  Building massing principles address the overall height, size 
and shape of a building.  Although these guidelines refer to the visual aspects of 
structures, it is important to note that downtown zoning districts address key building 
massing considerations including floor area ratio, building height, streetwall height, 
offset and module length.   

C. Design Guidelines for Building Elements 

Building elements include specific design features that give character and detail to a 
building. They are not generally addressed by the requirements of the downtown zoning 
districts. Entries, windows, materials, and other building elements influence the degree 
to which a new building contributes to the urban fabric. Quality and creativity are most 
clearly expressed and experienced at this level of design. 

The design of building elements should be compatible with its surrounding context. 
However, a wide range of styles or design themes are appropriate including creative, 
contemporary, and environmentally-oriented design solutions. Surfaces that have 
variations in depth with substantial shadow lines add interest. 

C.1 Street Edge.  Building elements and architectural details used at the street front 
have a direct impact on the quality of the pedestrian experience and should be 
combined to create an active and interesting street front. Creative use of 
materials, textures and architectural details is especially important where there 
are few windows at the street front of a building. 

C.2 Entries.  The location, spacing and general pattern of building entries impact the 
quality of the pedestrian experience downtown.  Building entries should be 
located to enhance the street level experience and help give a sense of scale. 
Entries should be clearly defined, accessible, and located to express rhythm and 
visual interest along a street front. Although traditional building entry designs may 
be appropriate, creative and contemporary interpretations are also encouraged. 

C.3 Windows.  Window design and placement should help establish a sense of scale 
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and provide visual interest. 

C.4 Awnings.  The use of awnings is encouraged at the sidewalk level to provide 
shelter from the rain, to modulate natural light, and to indicate entry and provide 
transition from the outdoor to the indoor environment. 

C.5 Materials.  Building materials should reinforce the massing and architectural 
concepts and enhance the character of the building and its context. 

C.6 Building Operational Systems.  Building operational systems such as waste 
management, utility services, heating and cooling systems, must be carefully 
integrated into the design of a building and not detract from the architectural 
concept. 

C.7 Sustainability in Building Elements.  Consider sustainability when selecting 
structural and façade materials and designing functional building elements. 

 
Kerrytown Character District 
 
Kerrytown defines the downtown’s northern edge and is the transition from commercial 
to residential as one moves to the east, north and west – away from the downtown.  
Two and three story Italianate masonry multi-use buildings with zero lot lines give way 
to late-19th and early-20th century wood-framed housing.   
 
Many think of Kerrytown as home to several Ann Arbor “institutions” in the form of 
eateries, markets and entertainment venues.  It is a lively district by day anchored by a 
stable retail presence, ample pedestrian elbow room and a variety of vehicular parking 
options.  Kerrytown is a place locals like to frequent.   
 
In the evening Kerrytown becomes more quiet.  While Community High School and the 
Ann Arbor Farmer’s Market provide vitality by day the use of each site recedes to 
parking at night.  Evening activity in Kerrytown is limited to a number of well-spaced 
dining and entertainment venues in the core area between Detroit Street and Main 
Street, north of Miller Avenue.   
 
Moving from the core of the Kerrytown Character District, with its brick-paved streets, 
into the surrounding neighborhoods the pedestrian amenities change.  The sidewalks 
transition from continuous hardscape between building facades and the street curb into 
ribbons of walkway bordered by landscape setbacks and grassy street extensions.  
Trees become more prevalent with way-finding signage and lighting levels diminishing.  
 
 
Prepared by Alexis DiLeo, City Planner 
April 15, 2016 



MEMORANDUM  

 

TO:  City Planning Commission 

FROM:  Public Market Advisory Commission   

DATE:  July 12, 2016 

RE:  Support for the Farmers Market Infrastructure Improvement Project Advancing to 
Design Review Board, Planning Commission, and City Council  

Attached is the Public Market Advisory Commission (PMAC) resolution in support of the 
Farmers Market Infrastructure Improvement Project moving forward through the necessary 
stages of review by the Design Review Board, Planning Commission, and City Council. 

PMAC unanimously supported the project’s direction and purpose and the use of $350,000.00 
from the market’s assigned fund balance in a resolution on May 21, 2015. The purpose of this 
resolution is to show continuing support of the project as it moves ahead for review by other City 
bodies. The primary function of the proposed structure is to accommodate market vendors in a 
heated indoor space during the winter months and to provide additional covered stall space for 
all market vendors year round. The new structure would create a prominent entrance on 4th 
Avenue, highlighting the Ann Arbor Farmers Market presence downtown. 
 
PMAC will be receiving operational recommendations for the project from the Vendor and 
Community Operations Advisory Committees. Ongoing input from these committees has 
shaped the project design to best serve all users and final recommendations will be vital to the 
functionality of the building. 
 
 

  



RESOLUTION ON THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE ANN ARBOR FARMERS MARKET 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO THE DESIGN REVIEW BOARD, THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION & CITY COUNCIL 

 

Whereas, The design and construction of a new market structure to expand vendor stall 
capacity year-round project reflects the City’s commitment to supporting local farmers, artisans 
and food businesses while continuing to provide access to the full diversity of our local 
community to shop at the market; 

Whereas, City Staff have sought input from market customers and vendors regarding priorities 
for market improvements and have aligned this project with the input received; 
 
Whereas, PMAC will receive operational recommendations from Vendor and Community 
Operations Advisory Committees which will define the operational elements of the project for 
best use of the building space; 
 
Whereas, Sufficient funds have been identified for this project through the market’s assigned 
fund balance, developer contributions, the Park Maintenance and Capital Improvements 
Millage, and a grant from the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority; 
 
RESOLVED, That the Public Market Advisory Commission support the Market Infrastructure 
Improvement Project as it progresses through the required City review process. 

 
 

Unanimously approved at the April 21, 2016 meeting of the Public Market Advisory 
Commission. 

 

 



MEMORANDUM  

 

TO:  City Planning Commission 

FROM:  Parks Advisory Commission 

DATE:  July 12, 2016 

RE:  Support for the Farmers Market Infrastructure Improvement Project  

Attached is the Parks Advisory Commission (PAC) resolution in support of the Farmers Market 
Infrastructure Improvement Project. 

The project provides much needed, additional capacity for market vendors and the opportunity 
for shoppers to select from an even-wider range of products while remaining in a covered 
market space throughout their shopping experience. The project provides a lasting improvement 
to the 4th Avenue streetscape and a vibrant downtown park experience for area residents and 
visitors. 
 
 
  



RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE ANN ARBOR FARMERS MARKET 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

 

Whereas, The design and construction of a new market structure to expand vendor stall 
capacity year-round project reflects the City’s commitment to supporting local farmers, artisans 
and food businesses while continuing to provide access to the full diversity of our local 
community to shop at the market; 

Whereas, City Staff have sought input from market customers and vendors regarding priorities 
for market improvements and have aligned this project with the input received; 
 
Whereas, The project has been guided and supported by the Public Market Advisory 
Commission and has been shaped by critical input from Vendor and Community Operations 
Advisory Committees; 
 
Whereas, Sufficient funds have been identified for this project through the market’s assigned 
fund balance, developer contributions, the Park Maintenance and Capital Improvements 
Millage, and a grant from the Ann Arbor Downtown Development Authority; 
 
RESOLVED, That the Parks Advisory Commission supports Parks & Recreation Services in its 
commitment to improving this park space within the downtown area of the City of Ann Arbor. 

RESOLVED, That the Parks Advisory Commission supports the Market Infrastructure 
Improvement Project as it progresses through the required City review process. 

 
Unanimously approved at the June 21, 2016 meeting of the Parks Advisory Commission. 
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