ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

APPLICATION for HISTORIC MARKER

100 N. Fifth Avenue  Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (734)794-6265 x42608  Fax: (734) 994-8312
Historic District Coordinator Email: jthacher@aZgov.org www.a2gov.org

Section 1: Applicant Information

Name of Property Owner: Cathexwme Schuk + Johin Praneliy
Address of Owner: 328 Scuda First Skeet

Daytime Phone: (73% ) 648 -S83¢ (Cm-%\f) / 4 -S847 (Lo )
Fax: ( ~(A )

Email: Shoepie @ ol comn / \)Q\N/\?{ cna Wl @ ool comn

Signature of owner: QD»\*Q,W\, Menda. / \%&W?«wﬁw date: é( i3 ! ik

; : : : : ‘ See \
Section 2: Historical Information (attach additional sheets as necessary)(_ adachked )

Address of Property: $25 Sooth First SAcee t

Name of Historic District, if applicable: The olD west Side

Name of First Owner of building: J sunl Geccge Kook + Maria (atharira Kech
Bibliographic Source: Nashtevaw Abshect (orpory (R () 1418)

Date of Construction: Retw eevr Fe@ 12 Fo Ssot 2.9 ) 8988
Bibliographic Source-Wash levesw Abe \me b C@L\W_V\V ( fee IS, g )

Additional history of the property—including ownership, evolution of the building and its use:

This 2 -stvy BrreXl Qesitckenvie was bolltk by tYhe Koot
Ruvotrocs (Jdshn + C/L\r\“sk,o»vl> ouv. Lo L\,\;Jﬁ Fhay bougict
Rowe Leohbhovd Grurorc Lo £330 . The o e weas thewn
S to Jshu QRevgr 1ochh (ot - fetaled) e ¥ (B00

tulhen consliveckhouw co o\ e e 0 - (continue on reverse or on additional sheets)

Section 3: Photbgraphs (attach or submit electronic copy of a photo of the building)‘

Staff Use Only

Date Submitted: ; ‘Date of completed applicatiori:

Staff Reviewer & Date: ~ Date of HDC Action:

Staff signature: Action: -~ HDC Approval .. 'HDC Denial k

. Comments:




~ Bronze Historic Marker for 525 South First Street
From: johnpianelii <johnpianelli@aol.com>

To: jthacher <jthacher@a2gov.org>

Cc: Shoepie <Shoepie@aol.com>
Date: Sun, Jun 12, 2016 4:10 pm

Hi Jill

We've completed the HDC application to obtain a bronze plaque marker for our home at 525 South First Street (which
was originally numbered 91 South First Street). Our Old West Side home is 128 years old. I've attached 5 recent
photographs.

The application will be sent to you via US Mail along with supporting documents (Washtenaw Abstract Company -
Title & Warranty Deed, Property Survey, Citations from the Ann Arbor "Old News" Reprints, Polk Directory, and the
Koch-Horning family histories documented in biographies of Frederick Horning and John Koch (Mason) by Samuel W.
Breakes in his book published in 1906).

If possible we would like the following inscription on the bronze marker - Koch-Horning House, Built 1888. This
inscription on the marker will help distinguish our home from another "John George Koch" house built in 1874 on 530 South
Division Street. (That Koch is a different person, he was co-proprietor of Koch & Haller - furniture dealers) and he
immigrated here in 1866. This specific engraving will recognize and honor both the homes builder (John Koch - Mason &
Prolific Ann Arbor Builder of homes, banks, churches, frat houses, hospitals, UMICH academic buildings) and even more
importantly the home's first owners: John George Koch (b.1813-d.1902) & Maria Katharina Niethammer Koch (b.1816-
d.1900) and their daughter Barbara Koch Horning (the first white child born in Washtenaw County).

John Koch (Mason) arrived immigrated directly to Ann Arbor from Germany in 1880. John Koch (b.1858) and his
brother Christian (b. 1862) established the Koch Brothers Construction Company in Ann Arbor in 1884. John married
his wife Kate Kuhn also in 1884. The Koch Brothers office was located at 501 South Ashley Street on the corner of
West Jefferson Street. The Polk Directory lists these two Koch Brothers as "boarders” in John Herman's House
(currently 519 South First, and formerly 89 South First) when they were building 525 South First Street for John
George Koch and his wife Katharina from February 1888 to September 1888.

The "Koch-Horning Family" owned 525 South First Street continuously from Sept. 29, 1888 until March 28, 1919 (30+
years). The Koch-Horning families, were joined through marriage of Barbara Koch and Frederick Horning. Both were
very prominent families that were identified as exemplifying early pioneer life and agricultural progress within
Wasthentaw County.

John George Koch was one of 167 Washtenaw County Pioneers that were honored in 1898 by the Fair Society that
built a replica 1848 log house (28 x 40 square feet) x (1 feet high) to honor and enshrine these pioneers. All of the
pioneer's hames and the dates that they arrived in specific townships/cities were listed. (Reference - Ann Arbor Old
News). The log cabin was located at the Fair Grounds which is now Burns Park. Unfortunately, replica pioneer log
cabin was demolished in the 1950s due to carpenter ant infestation per Wystan Stevens. (Picture of Cabin &
Reference - https://www.flickr.com/photos/70251312@N00/1795262329/in/photostreany

John George Koch was a Washtenaw County Pioneer. He arrived in April 1831 from Germany. After farming in
Freedom, Pittsfield, & Lodi for 57 years, he and his wife retired to 525 South First Street at the ages of 75 and 72. His
wife Katharina would bring their eggs and other farm produce to sell in Ann Arbor and buy their necessary supplies.
The Koch's celebrated their 60th Wedding Anniversary at 525 South First Street with their 85 descendants in 1897 at
the ages of 84 and 81. In attendance were 5 of their 8 children, that were still living, and all of their 20 grandchildren
and 21 great-grandchildren. (Reference - Ann Arbor Old News).

The 2nd owner (1901-1907) was their daughter - Marie Barbara Koch Horning (b.1839-d.1929). Per Samuel Breakes
book, Barbara was the "First White Child born within Washtenaw county" in 1839. Barbara was the widow of
Frederick C. Horning (b. 1829-d.1884). Per Breakes, Frederick was the "First German Immigrant Child brought into
Washtenaw county" in 1830.



After her husband Frederick's death in 1884, Barbara lived with her parents until they died in 1900 and 1902. She
then lived with her bachelor nephew William Horning (a painter by trade) until she retired to a boarding house
following William's marriage. William and Dena Horning were the 3rd owners (1907-1919) of this house. Some of the
out-buildings that are shown on the Sanborn Fire Maps (1909 & 1928) were probably used by William in his painting
business. (Reference Abstract & Title and Polk Directory).

John George Koch and Katharina (Catherine) Koch, and their daughter Barbara Koch Horning are buried together in
the Koch Family section of Ann Arbor's Historic Forest Hills Cemetery which founded in 1857 and opened in 1859.
(pictures provided).

At this death in 1902, John George Koch was the oldest German Immigrant residing in the city of Ann Arbor at the
age of 89.

Thank you. John & Cathy

5 Attached Iimages
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FREDERICK C. HORNING.

Frederick C. Horning, deceased, was the first
Gertman child bronght into Washtenaw county.
and reared to mantiood here he eventually became
actively interested in farming purswits amd at
the time of his death was a prosperous agricu'tur-
ist of the locality in which be had so long re-
sided. He was born in Germany, September
21, 1829, his pareats being Charles Frederick
and Catherine Horaing, hotl of whom were na-
tives of the fatherland, whence they came to
America in 1830, They did not tarry on the
Atlantic coast hut made their way at once into
the interior of the country and took up their
abode in Freedom township, this county. being
amiong the pioneer setilers here.  The father pur-
chased land from the government and rleared
a small faim, while eventually he became the
owner of a large and valuable tract of land in the
same townchip, carrying on agricultural inter-
ests up to the time of his death. Both he and his
wife died in that locality and their loss was deeply
deplored by numny friends for they had become
recognized as worthy citizens of thewr comnwnity,
Mr Horning being held 1n high esteem because
of his business success and his many excellent
personal trasts of character.

Frederick C. Horning of this review was
reared amid the wild scenes of frontier life and
the environments common on the frontier. He
acquired hi~ education in the public schools of
Freedon: towiship and studied both English and
German  When net occupred with the duties of
the <choolruom he aided his father in the labors
of the home farni and cubequently he purclased
a threshing machine, wiuch he operated in
various parts of the county, domg all tands of
threshing. ¥or ten years he followed that bust-
ness and then with the profits he had acquired
he purchased a tract of land in Pittsfield town-
ship aud began faraurg on his own acccunt.
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While living 1. Freedem township Mr. Horn-
ing was vnited in marriage to Miss Barbara
Cook, a native of that lecality born October 2
1839 She wa-~ the first white child bors in
this county. ber parerts being Johu George and
Catherine Couvk, who were natives of Germany,
the former born on the 4th of July, 1813, and the
Tatter on the 2d of February. 1816, They eini
grated to America in 1831 and landed in New
York city, whence they made their way to
Buffalo and on to Cleveland. As the father’s
supply of money gave out at that point he had
1o leave his family there while he came on. by
wagon to Washtenaw county, arriving here on
the 1gth of April, 1831. He then borrowed the
money to send for his family and he took up his
abode upon a small farm of forly acres. It was
owered with timber but he at once began to clear
away the trees and brush and in due time the
Tand was ready for cultivation. He purchased
a yoke of oxen and built a log house. At one
end of the room was an immense fireplace with
2 spacious chinmey and over this fire the cook-
ing was done. His wife would walk to market

at Ann Arbor, a distance of seventeen miles, in
order to dispose of buiter ann eggs and other
farm products and buy the necessaiy supplies for
the family. Hardships and privations were horne
in those early days but eventually prosperity
crowned the efforts of the family, who in the
conrse of years purchaced another farm of one
hundred and sixty acres in Freedom township.
A few years later Mr Cook removed to Lod:
townshp, where he owned several farms, his
landed possessions aggregating over four hun-
dred acies. Here he lived for seven years and
then removed to Pittsfield township, where he
putchased a latge faim, making his home thereon
for six vears. On the expiration of that period
he took up his abode in Ann Arbor, where he
lived rctired until his death, enjoying a rest
which he had truly earneC and richly deserved.
He was a man nf warked indestry and cnter-
prise in his business affairs and lins prospernity re-
«ulted entirely from hic own well directed efforts
for he came fo America empty-handed but
eventually becaiae one of the substantial residents
of Washtenaw county. He passed away August
7, 1902, at the very advance:d age of eighty-nine
vears, while his wife died in November. 1900,
at the age of eighty-four years.
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Mr. and Mrs. Horning became the parents
of six children: Martha, now the wife of Julins
Bliss. of Lodi township: Samucl, who married
Anna Heinzelman and lives oa the old Cook
farm in Pittsfield towuship, that he purchased
from his mnther; Lydia, the wife of Alfred Sites,
of Lodi township, Einma, the wife of E. T.
Alber, who is living at St. James Horel in Ann
Arhor, Mary, the deceased wife of Charles Bliss;
and Nathan, who marned Katie Roth and alwo
lives in Ann Arbor, where he and his brother-in-
law. Mr Alber, conduct the St. James Hotel.
Following his marriage Mr. Homning con-

tinited to carry on general farming in Pittsfield
township and was thus closely associated with
agricultural interests up to the time of his death,
which oceurred on the 17th of December, 1884
In all his work he was practical, realizing how
to use his advantages in the best possible way and
so improving his opportunities that he gradually
advanced on the high road to prosperity and

at his death left an excellent property. In politics
he was a democrat, while Mr. Cook was a re-
publican in his political affiliation. Bnth were
gentlemen of genuine personal worth and no
history would be complete without mention of
them because of their close idenrtificativn with
pioueer life and the agricultural progress of the
connty. Mrs. Horning is 2 member of the Zion
Lutheran church of Ann Arbor. Following her
husband’s death she sold the farm to her son
and removed to this city. where she has since
lived, owning a nice brick residence at Nu. 525
South First street. She has a nephew residing
with her, William Horning, a pamnter by trade,
who is now twenty-seven years of age. She has
in her possession a very interesting family relic,
a record of the Covk family and also of Washte-
naw county prepared by her father wlen he first
came to this county in 1831. It is a document
of considerable historic value. Few people are
50 closely counected with two prominent familics
as Mrs. Horning, who was the first white child
born in this county, while her husband was the
first German child brought to the county. In her
memory are many pictures of frontier scenes and
pioneer experiences and she can relate many
interesting rentiniscences of the arly days when
the work of improvement and progress seemed
scarcely begun here. when the land was unulled,
the forests uncut and the rivers unbridged.
Great changes have occurred amd in the agri
cultural progress of this part of the »tate the
Homing and Cook families have taken a miost

active and helpful part. )
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Leorhard Gruner & Warranty Deed
Fanny his wife
Dated February 13th 1888

T =
Acknowledged TFebruary 13th 1888
John Koch & :
Ratherine Keoch Recorded February 1l3th 1888

Liber 120 page 284
Consideration $300.00 e LAOD

ov\\\(

CONVEY Si-= Lot number four in block five south, range two

east in William Se. Maynard®s Addition to the City of Ann Arbore

RUWLDER / maace

John Xoch & Warranty Deed
Katherine his wire
Dated September 29th 1888
TO
Leknowledged Seplheuber 29th 1888

John George Koch; Sre
Recorded September 29tk 1888

Ruvy
NER Liber 122 page 70
l‘b\).&{, i

:PCDV\QKP( [ Eox nart Consideration $1800.00
Low &

CONVEY 8- Lot number four in block five south, range

two east in William Se Maynardls Addition ito the City of Ann Arbors

WASHTENAW ABSTRACT
ComeAaNnYy
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John Gecorge Kach, Sre Warranty Deed
(signs and acknowledges
John George Koch) Dated April 8th 1901

a widower _
Acknowledzed April 8th 1901
TO
Recorded December 27th 19041
Barbars Horoung
Liber 143 page 365

Consid eration $2000.00

GCGONVEY St~ Lot number four in bleck five south, range

iwe east in William S. Maynardis Addition to the City of Ann Arbore

—15=

Barbara Horaung Warranty Deed
{ signs Me Barbara Hornung)
Dated TFebruary 27th 1907
TO :
Acknowledzed February 27th 1907
William F. Horrung
Recorded February 27tk 1907
Tiber 169 page 1uS

Considerstion $2500.00
WY Wegan so\l2 Wou st owa Ma\ru\i\ lg.\ \CK\Q(

CONTVEY S:= Lot number four in block five south of Huron
street, range two east in William S» Mavnardss Addition in the City

of Ann Arbor according to the recorded plate
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Ann Arbor Areus. September 17. 1897

Koch Family Reuni e
1y heunion
Ann Arbor Argus. September 17, 1897 /an_argus 18970917) SE?T (8 qj

Old News: Old News (/taxonomy/iermio49) , Ann Arbor Areus (faxonomy ternv2392)
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Mr. and Mrs. Koch Celebrate the 60th
Anniversary of Their Marriage.

A family reunion was held at the res-

idence of Mr. and Mrs. John G, Koch,

of 91 8. First st., Tuesday, which was
tbe means of gatsaziug together the

members of the Koch family from all|

parts of Washtenaw county. The occa-
sion. was the 60th anniversary of the
marriage of Mr. and Mrs. John G,
Koch, who are two of the pioneers of

the county.

At the reunion there were 85 mem-
bers of the family present. The happy
couple have 20 grandchildren and 21
great graudchildren, and they were all

on hand to celebrate the anniversary.

Mr. Koch with his newly wedded
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‘| wife came to this country from Ger.
, ' s in 183K() They came directly to
 ichigan and located on a farm . in
y . They have since lived in
Pittefield, Lodi, and for the past 23
years in Ann Arbor. '

| Mr. Koch is hale and hearty at the
age of 84, while his wife bears her
81 years fully as well. They have
eight children, of whom five are liv-
ing at the present time.

g Gl P e peeed TR

(htp:/media aadl.org‘documients/original'aa_areus/aa_argus 1897091 7-p08.jpg}
Day: 17

Month: September

Year: 1897

Copyright: Public Domain
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County's Pioneers

Ann Arbor Argus. September 23. 1898 (/aa areus 18980923)

Old News: Old News (faxonomv/terny/949) , Ann_Arhor Areus (fisxonomyv/term/2392)

People: Allen Crittenden (/taxonomy/terny17746),, Alpheus Feleh (faxonomysierm/esss) , Asa M. Darling (taxonomvtermi30425) , Catherine Hangsterfer
(/taxonomy/ienm/19303), Christian Mack (/taxonomviterm/102401, Christian Rayver (/taxonomv/tern/18729), Daniel Hiscock (/taxonomy/ierny/ 10460y, David
Rinsey (taxonomy/ternn/10298y, E. A. Nordman (taxonomyiterm/9037), Eber White (faxonomy ternv12695), Edward L. Boyden i/taxonomy temy30492)
Frances Bumett Boyvden (/taxonomy/term/30493Y . Gecree W, Allen (taxonomyiierm/14072) . Horace Booth (/tavonomy/term/14070), Jacob A. Polhemus
{ftaxonomy/terny/@980) , Jacob Hanesterfer {ftaxonony/term/ 10304}, John S. Nowland (Aaxenomyiterm/14073) , John T. Swathel (raxonomyvitermy9727), John
W. Maynard (avonomy/ienny/10484),, John W, Nanry (Aaxonomy/ern/12472), Merchant H. Goodrich (Ansonomyv/teim/31215), Moses Seabolt
(taxonomy/term/9397) , Norman A. Phelps (axonomystenn/29331), Norman Chapin (/mvonomy/termy/14071), Philip Bach ¢/avonomyierm9375), Svivester
Newkirk (taxonomy/tenn/40679)
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At the north sndt on the outside is
the low chimnpey built of sticks  On
the inside the logs are hewn smmooth.
The honss will be heated by the Jnrge
fire plaoe, fisted out with & crane, Ing
hook, tramuel-chain, and a broad
old-fashioned mantel above,.

This building waserected . entirely by |
sabseription. Every perion who gave
five dollars has bad his name (if he was
a picneer) or the name of some one sug-
| gested by him carved on the jogs on
" | the inside of the houss, with the date
| when the pioneer came to this county
| and the pame of the $ownship in whieh
’be settled. This is probably the last
Iarge log building that will bs erected
in the county, for they are very expsn-
sive, especally ag large timber is be-
coming 8o searce. The society fesls
that it holds a sacred trust in vhis me-
morial of the pioneers of cur beantiful
coumy.

The names of =ome of Washtenaw’'s

' most bonored citizens are inscribed up-

on the rimbers of this houwse. The
eabin will bs ready for the inspection
of the poblic during the coming Fair.
You will ot see an incomplets pile of
logs, but a homse ready for the settler.
The piopeer log cabin will be dedi-
cated Toesday afternoon, Sept. 27, the
exercises commencing a8t 1:30 o'cloek.
Among other nnmbers on the program

jneer’s Homs.’

are an address by Capt. B P. Afllen,
of ¥psilamtl, a poem composed and
read by Jodge J. 'Willard Babbift;
vocal music by James R SBags and
Mrs, Mary (5. Stark, and a paper by
8. P. Ballard, of ‘Willis, on **The Pio-
Every person who at-
tended the Washtenaw  unty fair in
1 1848°WilY be admitted to the dedicatory
exercises free of charge.

Below i= given a partial list of the
pames of those pioneers, whose de-
scendants or themselves personally have
contributed to the oconstruction of ths
bonse, and which together with their
place of reridence and the date of (hkeir
arrival in the county are inscribed on
the inside walls of the house:

Isaac N, Conklin, Ypsilanti, 1844,

Hoaraea Banth. T.odi 1824

Horace Carpenter, Pitisfield, 1526,

Dennis Warner, Dexter, 1523,

Mary Coliins Whiting, LL. B., York,
1835,

Hiram and John G. Mason, Webster,
1884.

John W. Nanry, Webster,

Charles and Nettie Storvms, Ypsilan-
ti, 1884, 7.
Edward Treadwell, Ann Arbor,"1845,

Col. Uriab LeBaron. York, 1827,

Norman A, Pheips, Seio, 1852,

Seollick Wood, L.odi, 1834,

Daniel B. Brown, Ann Arbor, 1828,

Samusl and Mary Moore, Ypsilanti,
1848,

William Chesver, Aan Arbor, 1847,

Anna B. Fritz, Boio, 1831,

A. Gooding, York, 1834

Giltbert Hurd, Pittsfield, 1881.

B. 8. Covert, Ypsilanti, 1834,

Martha Barr MoCardy, Pittsfisld,
1885. ,
bylvester and Jalia 8 Newkirk,

Soia, 1834.
(,%aﬂrga and FEunice Sessions, North-

{John t+. Koeh, Freedom, 1531,
Angastic and” ?}ertrﬁﬁmﬂfﬁm,
Ann Arbor, 1827

Anen C’rir,;esdm Pivtefield, 1581.

S. and H. Enos, Ypsilanti, 1885,

Rev. Frederick Schmid, Apn Arbor,
1845,

David Davig Bird, Ann Arbor, 1836,

John Braun, Ann Arbor, 1838,

Corpelius and Jacob A. Pelbeuius,
Ann Arbor, 1832

Dapiel Lace Quirk, ¥psilanti, 1883.

Asa and Delindas Buornett, Ann Ar-
bor, 1830.

Mr. and Mrs. Jobn Johoson, Lodi,
1886. _

Greneral Ephriam and Norman Tow-
ner, Y psilanti, 1887,
sx:Munnis Ksony, Waebster. 1529,

**Merchant Huxford Goodrich, Ann
Arbor, 1827%.

FPeter Tyler, Avgusta, 1830.

Joseph Cook Watis, Ypsilanti, 1986.

M. apd P. Duffy.

Edward A. and Irene C. :’S’srf}mang
Lima, 1836,

Juidge Samuel and Millicent Bond.
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Death Of Mr. Wildt

Ann Arbor Areus. August 14, 1891 (/aa_areus_18910814)

Old News: Old News ¢/taxonomy/term/949) , Ann Arbor Arous (iaxonomy/term/2392)
People: Chyistian !:berbacl (/tax v/iterm/3857), Elizabeth \‘vxldt Dzal\ (fax v/enn20398), Emanuel Wildt (axonomyienn/17790, John Koch
rake 29399}
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Death of Mr. Wiidt,

One more of the pioneer residents of |
this cify has passed away, gone to
“that bourne from which no traveler
returns.” Emanuel G. Wildt died at
{ his residence on Chubb street Monday
morning, about twenty minutes after
one o’clock, of general debility. Mr.
Wildt was in his eighly-third year,
having been born in Stuttgart, Ger-
many, in Jaly, 1808. It is just about
sixty years since he, with six com-
panions, landed in New York. The
only survivor of these half dozen
friends who accompanied him to this
country is John Koch, another old resi-
dent of the city. Mr. Wildt ecame to

Ann Arhoar in 1R21 anad lilte maoat
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asked for the appointment. It isnot long

tago that the congressman was being

prominently mentioned in cehnection
withthe sapervisors of the nextcensus.

The death of John Caspar Merkle
Iast woek hae left John G. Koch, of 8

First st., the oldest living German in

the city. Mrs. Sophie Hutzel, of W,
Washington &t., 18, however, an older
resident in the eitv, having moved to
the eity with ber parents Mr. and Mrs,
Henry Mann, in the spring of '80. M.
Koch came with some  of the earliest
Germans tbat followed two or three
vears later. Hé was once offered for
sale the 40 acres which is now the
campus, for 10 an wcre, but be did not
buy #ke land as he thooght the ;mee

! was too high, 3 :

1898 %
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entire night, and usualiv have been

obliged to leave my bed in conse-
quence of 1wy stomach and nerve
troubles. My bowels were very wmuch

relaxed, said to be due to inflammation
of the mewmbrane of the intestives.
I was treated by pLysicians, and tried
neariy every kunown remedy recom-
mended for my troubles with no last-
ing benefit, and ususlly not even tem-
porary relief. On the 5th day of Jan-
uary, '98, 1 pur(,hased q paokage of
Drake's Dyspepsia Cure and Nerve Re-
storer, and I wish every dyspeptic
know how much I have improved from
its use. My food does not distress me
ag 1t did, and I have no trouble in re-
taiving it. I sleep well and feel To-

%

(htip: ‘media.aadlorg/documents/'onginal'aa_argus_democrat’aa_argus democrat _18990210-p03.jpu}
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530 South Division Street

John George Koch House, 1874

Showecased by its high-profile location next to Hanover Square at the intersection of Division, Packard, and Madison Streets, this brick ltalianate "cube" was buiit in 1874 for John
George Koch. Koch was a local furniture maker who had originally apprenticed in Germany. Like many other Germans in Ann Arbor, Koch immigrated from Wurttemberg in 1866.
Also like many men of this era, he worked and traveled through many parts of the country including New Haven, Connecticut; Columbus, Ohio; and Dexter, Michigan before
finally settling in Ann Arbor in 1872. For seven years hs was a stockholder and assistant superintendent of the Keck Furniture Company. In 1880 Koch attempted to go into
business on his own but soon teamed up with Jacob Haller in the firm of Koch and Haller, furniture dealers.

Koch sold the house in 1888 to Sarah and William Rice, a wealthy farmer descended from pioneer families of Washtenaw County, who had retired to Ann Arbor that year. A
1906 biography of him states that "he removed to the city of Ann Arbor and there his wife purchased a residence which he made his home until the time of his death, enjoying in
well earned ease the fruits of his former toil." The house remained in the Rice family until about the time of World War |, after which it was rented and s tenants changed every
decade.

In the late 1940s, it was purchased by the present owner who has maintained the seven room house in pristine condition, preserving original brackets and the heavy brick arches
over the windows. The woodwork in the two downstairs parlors has been refinished after seven layers of paint were removed. Recognizing that these efforts were a contribution
to the entire community of Ann Arbor, the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission awarded the owner a Preservation Award in 1988 for keeping this "gem" in top-notch condition.
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Copyright: Creative Commons (Attribution, Non-Commercial, Share-alike)
Rights Held by: Photos used to illustrate Historic Buildings, Ann Arbor, Michigan / by Marjorie Reade and Susan Wineberg.
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