[bookmark: _GoBack]Ann Arbor Commission on Disability Issues
October 21, 2015
Draft Meeting Minutes

Commissioners Present:	Sally Petersen, Linda Evans, Larry Keeler, Amy Shepherd, Alison Stroud, , Samantha Taylor, Zachary Damon, Anna Schnitzer, Lloyd Shelton, West Resendes, Kirk Westphal

Commissioners Excused:	Larry Davis, Albert Blixt 
Sign Language Interpreter:	Tammy Carmichael and Cathy Cherico
CART and Close 
Caption Services:	Sue Deer Hall

CTN Operator:	Jason Broniak

Approval of June 24th Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve June 24th meeting minutes by L. Keeler   K. Westphal seconded, approved unanimously 
Approval of September 16th Meeting Minutes
L. Evans - stated under introductions there was a vacant position 1 listed. The person missing was Al Blitz, and he was excused 
S. Petersen moved to postpone the approval of the September meeting minutes - to the November 18th meeting.   ____________2nd.    All approved this delay

Presentations:
Ira Lax, Washtenaw Library for the Blind and Physically Disabled
A few programs coming up: 
1.	“Healthy Transitions through Menopause” - co-sponsored by the U of M Women’s Health Service. 7-8:30, Downtown Library - October 22, 2015
2.	Downtown Library - Lower Level October 26th Coach Waleed  Samaha, Huron High School Basketball team - bullying and its affect on students, parents, families, and educators in the whole school environment
3.	Night of Notable Authors - 15 Michigan Authors chosen by the 
	6:00 lower level room in Library - panel discussion 
	7:30 will have the authors signing books and serving refreshments
New title in collection, Your life after trauma: powerful practices to reclaim your identity by Michelle Rosenthal - how people learn to regain their identities after going through some type of trauma, like PTSD- the comments on the back claim that this is a very beneficial. Dewey Decimal code: 616.852RO. Books can be downloaded to listen to on tape 
	Audrey Gerard - EMU Student, Urban Planning Class - she asks “What is an organic learning disability?” Ira - it is something you are born with. It is the type of disability that you would benefit from hearing a book 
	L. Davis stated - “someone who has an acquired disability is a disability that occurs after birth”. I.E. losing limbs, loss of vision due to something, etc. 
Co-Artistic Director, Wild Swan Theater - Hilary Cohen
Wild Swan Theater - access measure for people with disabilities. Non-profit arts organization professional theater organization - tour the state of Michigan and also perform at WCC 
Access measures: All of their performances include American Language interpreters - all of the interpreters rehearse with the cast. They are always costumed and are always included in the stage pictures 
Wild Swan has learned through the years that it works for them to have the interpreters involved in the play for a non-split performance
They also offer audience access for people who are blind - audio description - in the theater someone sits in the light booth. The person speaks into a transmitter, and the deaf audience member has a receiver. They wear headphones in one ear, so they can describe what is going on the stage, and they can still hear what is going on in the other part. It catches the important things that are going on in the play, and it enriches the production 
They also do a “touch tour” before every play. This allows blind audience members to touch the physical layout of the stage. Charlotte’s Web will be later this year - kids will be allowed to climb into Charlotte’s Web and climb over the hay bales in the barn yard. If you have a chance to explore the layout of the stage before you see the play, then they have a better chance of fully understanding what is going on in the play 
One of the main missions of the theater is to make the theater available to everyone 
They also do a lot of workshops for children with disabilities 
	
Public Comments
No one from the public was present. 
Old Business

City Personnel Report - Sharie Sell
No Report 
Chair Report - Sally Petersen
S. Petersen asked that S. Sell to send out meeting minutes a week after the meeting. This is not something that is needed to vote on - just a protocol change
Second item - typically they approve meeting minutes before they approve an agenda. Moving forward, she would like the agenda approved BEFORE the past meeting minutes. She asked for someone to make a motion to move that the agenda get put before the meeting minute’s approval - right after roll call (Z. Damon motioned, A. Stroud second). Unanimously approved

Bylaws Resolution 
A. Shepherd - bylaw committee meeting - changing wording to say 51% or more of the members must be defined as having a disability. Chris Frost recommended putting a number instead of a percent. He suggests that at least 7 members of the commission on disabilities must have a disclosed disability to be on the committee. A. Shepherd moves that the resolution be changed - W. Resendes seconds this 
A. Stroud asked what happens if the number of overall commissioners changes throughout the years - this was a question based around C. Frost, City Attorney’s comment. L. Evans added a comment that by having a commission that goes up and down in membership this might not be a good idea. A. Shepherd commented that this means 7 out of 13 total commissioner spots. It was made clear that this is not limited to only 7 people with disabilities 
L. Evans moves that the resolution be postponed until the Act can be read to the commission. A. Stroud wants to postpone this so that they can have more time to talk about this. L. Keeler would like to postpone it because he believes that most boards do 2/3 of the commission. He commented that right now there are eight seats reserved for people with disabilities - why take it down to seven? 
K. Westphal - based on some of his experience on some other commissions - in terms of naming what seats go to certain people - he said there is always opportunity to over approve for certain categories. In his previous experience it is always better to have a full commission then to have less than a full commission
S. Petersen- motioned postponing until the November meeting.               2nd.    Unanimously approved.

Community Engagement Committee - Sally Petersen, Chair
Ann Arbor inclusive update from Z. Damon, Army/Navy wheelchair basketball
Next meeting is October 22nd - Business Cards 
L. Evans- Garden who is helped maintain by the Lions Club - all commissioners are encouraged to help winterize the gardens 
Partners in Access Committee - Linda Evans, Chair
Original plan for the original HAWK resolution - 
HAWK system is not going to happen RRFB 
L. Evans is drafting a letter to send to the communications department about the website and the request to change the tone on tone 
No update from the Taxi Cab board - has had no response. Chair of the commission - Michael Benson
No response on the sidewalk issue - emailed Nick Hutchinson, Craig Hupy, Steve Powers
S. Petersen asked that K. Westphal help initiate these conversations
Disability Resources Page Update - Linda Evans
Nothing to report
Recruiting Activity - Larry Keeler
No activity to report unless Amy has sent out the email blast - Larry will get in contact with her to find out. IF you are interested in being a part of the commission a2disabilityissues@gmail.com <mailto:a2disabilityissues@gmail.com> or you can contact the Mayor’s office at 734-794-6161 or you can contact Sharie Sell at 734-794-6123 to get an application 
Announcements
A. Schnitzer - Question - does anyone know about the special platform at the Amtrak Station? Amtrak said it was not in use - Anna was there about 2.5 weeks ago.
A. Schnitzer - Announcement - as part of a week they had a good film called including Samuel. Coming up tomorrow Supreme Court justice Richard Bernstein and they are serving Pizza. 27th - students who are interested in mental health issues. 26th Ann Arbor district library - bullying in the school yard. November 1 - Army/Navy wheelchair game - Michigan cheer team and dance team will be there - it is free and there are no tickets needed - in the Chrisler Arena
Ann Arbor Inclusive - requested that CTN come to close caption these meetings 
L. Keeler- looking for people to become a part of the National Federation of the Blind. Would also like to expand the blind bowling league. $2 a game at Colonial lanes on Tuesday
A. Schnitzer - L. Shelton was a marvelous panel member about first generation students at the University of Michigan 
New Business
We have the minutes for U of M Council for Disability Concerns
L. Evans - moved to eliminate any additions after the packet has been out. No second. She then modified it to say that nothing can be added the day of or the day before - and no one seconded this movement. S. Petersen recommended speaking offline 
U of M Council for Disability Concerns October Meeting Update and Minutes
Adjournment: 4:35p
Submitted by:  Sharie Sell, Human Resources Services Partner
