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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  120 W Washington Street, Application Number HDC15-167 
 
DISTRICT:  Main Street Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: October 8, 2015 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, October 5, 2015 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT   
 

Name: WWSA, LLC  Huron Sign Co 
Address:  3075 Charlevoix Dr, Suite 10 663 S Mansfield St 
  Grand Rapids, MI 49546  Ann Arbor, MI  
Phone:   (734) 604-0977  (734) 483-2000 
  
BACKGROUND:   This three-story brick building was constructed in 1908 with five storefronts: 
114, 116, 118, and 120 West Washington, and 117 South Ashley around the corner. The 
building wraps around two sides of 122 West Washington (formerly the Del Rio), which was 
constructed much earlier. The original occupant of 117 West Ashley and 120 West Washington 
was M. Staebler’s grocery store. A major fire in 1975 gutted half of the building and took two 
years to rebuild. The front facades at 118-120 W Washington and 117 S Ashley were altered to 
their present appearance in 1976. That half of the building was occupied for 67 years by the Old 
German restaurant, until 1995 when the restaurant closed and the current occupant, Grizzly 
Peak, moved in. (See related articles at end of staff report.) 
 
LOCATION: The site is near the corner of West Washington Street and South Ashley Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to install a non-illuminated blade sign in 
place of an existing bracket sign.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation: 

 (9) New additions, exterior alterations, or 
related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the 
historic integrity of the property and its 
environment.  
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(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Storefronts 
Not Recommended: Introducing a new design that is incompatible in size, scale, material, 
and color; using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, 
damage, or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building; using new 
illuminated signs. 
 

From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Signs 
Appropriate: Attaching signage through masonry joints, not masonry units, or through 
materials that can be easily repaired, such as wood, when the signage is removed. 
 
Installing signage that is subordinate to the overall building composition. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS 

 
1. A new sign is proposed to replace an existing bracket sign. Because the proposed sign 

(38” wide x 44” tall) is larger than the current one (44” wide x 27” tall), it could not be 
considered for a staff approval.  
 

2. The plans note that the sign will be mounted in mortar joints. Even though it’s larger 
overall, the proposed sign would not project as far over the sidewalk as the current sign. 
The sign is mounted between two fixed brick canopies, so two aluminum arms are used 
to extend the sign beyond the canopies. The sign plus the arms may not exceed 4’, per 
sign codes. The faces are wood with raised lettering and designs. No lighting is proposed 
on the sign.  
 

3. Staff recommends approval of the new sign. It is an appropriate size, design, and 
material, and is compatible with the historic structure and neighborhood. No character-
defining features of the building will be impacted, and the location on the building is 
appropriate.  

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion below is only a suggestion. The Review 
Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on 
site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 120 
West Washington Street, a contributing structure in the Main Street Historic District, to install 
a wood blade sign on the front of the building, as proposed. The work is compatible in 
exterior design, arrangement, materials, and relationship to the building and the surrounding 
area and meets The City of Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for signs, and The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings, in particular standards 9 and 10, and the guidelines for storefronts.  
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MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 120 West 
Washington Street in the Main Street Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, letter, drawings/photos 
 
122 and 120 W Washington (2007 photo) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Old German, 122 and 120 W Washington c.1930 (courtesy of aadl.org) 
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