APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE OR ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL
SIGN BOARD OF APPEALS

Brownie Signs, LLC

Name of Applicant:
Address of Applicant: 8791 Earnhart, South Lyon, MI48178

Daytime Phone: (248)437-0800
Fax: (870)900-3040
Email: @/Lowniebign/58797&)gahoo.' com

Applicant’s Relationship to Property: sign contracton

Address of Property: 3945 S.: Sz‘,ate Staeet

Zoning Classification: _ C3-#zinge Commencial

Tax ID# (if known): 09-72-09-307-072

*Name of Property Owner: ___ SCL Jag Briarwood ( Jimmy John's, tenant)

*If different than applicant, a letter of authorization from the property owner must be provided.

& Variahce

Chapter(s) and Section(s) from which a

variance is requested: Required dimension: PROPOSED dimension:
Chaptern 67, 5:50< 4806 Sgu Fita (see attached)
Example: Chapter 61, Section 5:26 Example: 40’ Setback from Example: 36’ Setback from
Right of Way Right of Way

Give a detailed description of the work you are proposing and why it will require a variance
(attach additional sheets if necessary) .
_Signage with commenciaf fogo and Lettering on north and

south sides of Building, Logo and fLettering on froni of
duilding. Pole sign in front of fuilding. See attached.

The City of Ann Arbor Sign Board of Appeals has the powers granted by City Code Chapter
61. A variance may be granted by the Sign Board of Appeals only in cases involving practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardships when ALL of the following is found TRUE. Please
provide a complete response to each item below. These responses will form the basis for
evaluation of the request by staff and the Sign Board of Appeals. (continued...)
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1. Are there hardships or practical difficulties to complying with the ordinance? Are
these hardships or practical difficulties an exception or unique to the property
compared to other properties in the City?

See gittachment A

2. Are the hardships or practical difficulties more than mere inconvenience, inability to
obtain a higher financial return? (explain)
See attachmenit A.

3. What effect will granting the variance have on the neighboring properties?
See attachment A

4. What physical characteristics of your property in terms of size, shape, location or
topography prevent you from using it in a way that is consistent with the ordinance?
See attachment A.

5. Is the condition which prevents you from complying with the ordinance self-
imposed? How did the condition come about?
See attachmeni A.

Current use of the property

Explain what you were denied and why you are requesting an Administrative Appeal:




The foliowing materials are required for all variance requests or administrative appeals.
Failure to provide these materials will result in an incomplete application and will delay staff
review and Sign Board of Appeals consideration of the request. The materials listed below
must accompany the application and constitute an inseparable part of the application.

All materials must be provided on 8 1/2”? by 11” sheets.

Q Building showing frontage dimehsions.

Q  Photographs of the property an{i any existing buildings involved in the request.
Q@ Any other graphic or written ma:terials that support the request.

Q Property Site Plan showing settf)acks, right of ways, etc.

SIGNATURES MUST BE SIQNED IN PRESENCE OF NOTARY PUBLIC
I, the applicant, request a variance from the above named Chapter(s) and Section(s) of the

Ann Arbor City Code for the stated reasons, in accordance with the materials attached
hereto. :

. , D I
2US 437 0800 | ’“37«8»\/ A LA

Phone Number v - : 5 Signature
Drocullie SigudS B0 @G Lo oy [ 00l S5 s
Email Address «’ » Print Name

I, the applicant, hereby depose and say that all of the aforementioned statements, and the
statements contained in the materials submitted herewith, are true and correct. |
acknowledge that I've received all instructions, time, date and place of meeting and will be

present to present the appeal. Staff will not senq«ggiy_ditonal n?tiﬁca;?:n of mz/egﬁng times.
v Signature

Further, | hereby give City of Ann Arbor% Planning & Development Services unit staff and
members of the Sign Board of Appeals permission to access the subject property for the

purpose of reviewing my variance request. - . % 2%

o

/ w?“ﬁ/\w./

o
&
I

Signature

é/}r/ZG/G | Da/(/zcg A Resuen

Notary Commission Expiration Date : Pfint Name




Letter of Authorization

This letter serves as an approval to the attached signageiprovided by Bendsen Signs &
Graphics and authorizes Brownie Signs to apply for a variance and secure permits to
perform sign installations, removals or any sign maintenance necessary at our
property located at:

Jimmy john’s
3945 S. State Street
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Q) E

Property Owner Name:

Address: 2212 ?0 ¥ UP. CI/\ QMT‘)@,‘?K’ L (Q 1€2. O

Phone: 213 ~36b-100 pay. 217 - 359- 295

Parcel/Tax Folio Number: 09-12- 4?‘“ 3oi-01 Z-

ML\/ "FMM\( TomnAY £

@r{(e@énaéll)isplay Manager

2212 Fox Dr. Champaign, IL 61820 Phone: 217.356.9900 Fax: 217.359.2956




APPLICATION FOR VARIANCE OR ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL
SIGN BOARD OF APPEALS

ATTACHMENT A

1.

LI

The practical difficulty with complying with the ordinance involves adequate
company signage on what will likely be a high-volume, Jimmy John’s drive
through restaurant business on State Street, which is a divided roadway with
fast moving traffic. Because the dimensions of the lot are narrow (82.5 feet by
528 feet), the “front” of the building is much narrower than the sides of the
building. Per the city of Ann Arbor code, allowable exterior business

signage is measured using the linear feet of store frontage. Due to the location
and uniqueness of the narrow land lot, the front of this drive-through

business facing the roadway is narrow. As it is in close proximity to the
highway exit, there is the potential that limited signage could prevent
motorist heading in the opposite direction from locating the business.
Traditionally, Jimmy John’s restaurants are not of the drive-through variety,
which could also be considered as a unique characteristic of this property.

Yes. The particular hardship or practical difficulty can be considered to be more
than mere inconvenience or inability to obtain higher financial returns as this
restaurant will most certainly have a higher traffic volume its neighbors in
addition to the fast moving State Street traffic. There are always traffic safety
concerns with a business such as this. As such, the proposed pole sign or
monument sign is integral to the visibility of the business. Aesthetics should also
be considered with regard to the building signage as the length and shape of the
building is long and narrow. Strict compliance with the ordinance would make for
low-visibility signage and bare space on a long, narrow building, making
identification of the business difficult for motorists and customers.

The requested variance would have minimal effect on neighboring businesses as
this property abuts a parking lot on the south side with an area of trees and natural
foliage that includes a raised “mound” of earth which partially obscures the view
of the building to northbound traffic. The neighboring business to the south, an oil
change business, would not be impacted adversely by granting the requested
variance.

As indicated, this business location has a narrow lot width dimension. Though
zoned commercial, the lot formerly had a residential home prior to construction
of the Jimmy John’s restaurant. There are a number of mature trees that were
left intact during construction which also could have the potential to limit
visibility of the business signage to motorists heading north or south.

The condition which would suggest the granting of a variance for signage is the
location of the business and lot dimensions, along with the requirements of the
code requiring signage to be measured using the business “frontage”, which
creates the hardship.



