Fuller Road Compromise, 1993

by Bob Elton, September 2011*

I served as the chair of the Parks Advisory Commission in 1993, when the original agreement with the University was
arcated. There was great enthusiasm in Ann Arbor for expanding and preserving the parks system, as shown by the enthusiastic passage
of the original park acquisition millage ir 1988. 1 had also served as the chair of the commiittee that got the millage on the ballat by
initiative, and passed by 4 tremendous majority. It was clear to me then, and it still is, that people in Ann Arber value their parks and
the parks system.

City planners had laid out a plan for revising Fuller road as it passed the VA hospital. Unfortunately it required the removal
of a couple of large burr oak trees. Needless to say, there were protests from the community.

It soon became obwious that there was a solution. Re-route the right of way only slightly, and the oaks would be saved.

The problem was that the U of M owned the land needed to change the routing. They were not interested i selling the city
any land, not even the small amount, less than half an acre, needed to reroute the road and save the trees,

Then, the University came to PAC and asked for the temporary use of a small part of Fuller Park as a temporary parking
lat. The representative from the university told us it was a temporary parking lot until sorme of the construction of the new hospital
complex was finished,

“We only need this for a year or two” he said.

1 was stunned. The university was stonewalling us about a sliver of land that they had no real use for, or even the glimmer of
plans for use, and at the same time asking us for a favor.

| suggested that perhaps we could trade, the sliver of land to save the oaks in return for the temporary parking lot.

“They're not the same issue” ke said.

But, J suggested, they could be made into the same issue, and 1 intended to do just that,

At the next PAC meeting, the representative of the university was back. “We only need this lot for a little while, and we can
retura the land to its original form, replant the grass™ That was the promise,

PAC voted to have Ror: Olson negotiate a deal 1o swap the stiver of land 1o save the trevs for the temporary use of this piece of
the park.

“If vie can: negotiate this issue and save the trees, we'll be the real heroes™ said, and was quoted in the newspaper.

PAC agreed that the city would loan the university the parkland for a parking lot, temporarily, and that the university would
cede the sliver of land needed to save the trees to the city. Council approved the agreement, and the deal was done.

The land was clearly parkland at the time, and it still is parkland, purchased with maney raised by taxing the citizens of Ann
Arbor [Uis clearly shown to be parkland on the city nzaps in 1993, and it still is. Ta claim otherwise is more than a little devious,

I considered saving the oak trees a significant achievement of my tenure on the Parks Advisory Commission.

Time passes

The “temparary” parking lot scemed (0 take roct. Almost 2 decades later, it was still there, albeit still unpaved. I suspect that
most people were happy enough to have saved the trees that they paid little attention to the tot,

Mentories fade over time, including minc. It is obvious now, after reading about the agreement that we reached, agreeing to a
15 year loan of the land, meant that the university had no intention of having a “temporary” parking lot. And, agreeing that they could
continue to renew the loan agreement indefinitely, reinforces the sense that this was never going to be temsparary.

Had we been a little less elated over saving the trees, and a little more critical of the agreement, perhiaps we should have
realized this at the time. But we didn't.

So, what's the point?

Ann Arbor, city of trees and parks, is apparently willing to give away part of a park, on the river, for a parking structure, and
even assume some of the financial liability, of the structure, in return for an ¢phemeral vision of train travel that may not arsive, and
even if it does, offers no real solutiorn: to either eniecgy, pollution or safety concerns. How docs this benefit the citizens of Ann Arbor?

*In 2009 the FITS (Fuller Intermodai Train Station} “concept was presented to PAC, and it was apparent that the fact that the site was
Parkland was obfuscated "it’s been a UM parking lot for twenty years”. This is part of the kistory I got frara Bob in an effort with others to
reconstruct the history of the parking leases and the protection of the Bur Oaks. Gwzn Nystuen, member of PAC in 2009,
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Fuller Road Oak Trees

On September 22, the city’s Urban Forestry and Natural Resources Planning Coordinator met with
Veterans Administration (VA) Hospital staff for a site visit to assess and discuss trees on the VA property.
Several areas of the property were assessed during the site visit and they are identified in the attached
map. The field visit started at the dirt contractor parking lot off Fuller Court. At this site, City staff
observed two dead Hickory trees within the parking lot, an oak tree that is showing signs of decline at
the southeast corner of the parking lot and a dead oak tree approximately 15-20 feet east of the parking
lot. The two Hickory trees appear to have died due to soil compaction caused by vehicles parking on the
trees’ roots, and the oak on the corner of the parking lot also appears to be suffering damage due to soil
compaction. The suspected cause of death of the dead oak tree located outside the contractor parking
lot could not be determined.

The second area inspected was northeast of the VA parking structure. This area is also a dirt parking lot
and contains staff vehicles and VA emergency buses. City staff observed several dead Burr oak trees in
this parking area (see pictures below). Vehicles have been parked on the roots of these trees and they
also appear to have died due to soil compaction.

City staff and VA staff walked through the wooded area east of the VA parking structure and west of
Fuller Road. This wooded area is owned in part by the VA and in part by the University of Michigan. The
trees within this area are maintained as a natural ecosystem, and they appear to be in good health.

This woodlot contains many large oak trees, including two Burr oaks that are just east of the VA Hospital
entrance off Fuller Road, these trees also appear to be in good health.

While the City does not have jurisdiction over trees on the VA Property, city staff provided the following
recommendations to VA staff to address the dead trees and to preserve and protect remaining trees on
their property. The VA staff were very receptive to the suggestions provided by city staff.

Contractor Parking Lot (off Fuller Court):

s Remove dead trees

¢ Remove parking spots from under struggling oak tree at the corner of the parking lot

#  Prune deadwood from oak tree

s  Add mulch to former parking area under the mulch to improve soil composition

+ Move vehicle/equipment from the critical root zone (dripline) of any trees that are on the edge
of the parking lot.

Parking area northeast of Parking Structure:

¢ Remove dead trees

* Pull vehicles on the east side of parking area away from the edge of the woodland and add
protective fence at the edge of woodland.

= Add mulch to former parking area to improve soil composition
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Dead Burr oak trees northeast of VA parking
structure. View from parking structure (left
photo). View from lawn area north of parking
structure {photo below)

Fog



s Avoid parking trees and/or equipment in the critical root zone (dripline) of any tree s that are on
the edge of the parking area.

The University of Michigan arborist was to attend this site visit but had to cancel unexpectedly
due to another meeting. City staff followed-up with the University arborist.

. N
tr/‘l?: & vt %y s\ [ N ,(é:éz . e
* ¥~y
o, @E t#‘.:,;‘ ] ; é& s
e - ) \ Géteral location .
%&%‘ a % o - eadtofer ance
-~ e
h wiEr 0
4 NPT NG _ *,
A5 ﬁtﬁ )3 - — kg SRS . A , W
. ‘ - o
N %
“ .
» B
. 'N‘_ X ' 3 N a 'dfy: *
AY oL
;’: ™ LA
-3
& o N
\ ?
~
N !
< 'w e
- N
" L]
‘} -
2
| . 5
- ; . JQ?_@?d A.ea 2
. * - i We ) pds . N
b4 A
LA 1 ¢ ) . "vl.l‘r . N
. — - ‘1& K - 4 -
¢ y L .o~
/'/'* é;‘ YO o -
T v L )
N N oe T *® s %
. b S % * 1\ T S . -
- ~ i3 \‘( 4 * .
-~ ® - . Lo
e F N Jx ~ “,‘4" o \
- <& “-‘\ o ¢ : ) o . ¥ i
. e . v . .
s Contracto. o At £
* * a N N t\
e King ﬁlo./ot z .
[ \ : /G/~ - LY »;:
o G -
N - \S-
; - }. < ‘ e - P ’ < 5
<, 4 * - k] t
{ N g . "
.
* -

D-6



“dew siyg uo ! 40 9sn ayw; lofpue
JUAU0D 3y} 20} Ol] |eba) ou atnsse burddews

511 PUe Joqry uuy 3o A)D BYL "985 001 » y34] | J@ buiddew 1994
10} sprepuels Adeinaoy dely |euoiien Yy M saidwod dew siy) s[aded
10G1y ULy 0 AYD U woly uolssiued uanum Joud oM
‘ssodind Aue 1o 7ROIURYIIW 10 HUCH3a[a 'SURSW Aue Ag 10 Wiy - ooy 002 o] speoliey Ay
Aue u| payywsuen s0 paanpoidar 2q |eys 331posd Sy JO Hied ON
PI/bI/01 810 deiW uswR)Rq dely Jogqiy uuy jo AyD
n./ - - e ™\, A -t
v \ , b B
& . L e o b : N
% # &m? ES M. 4
) A, [ 9. t_;t ™S

w.m .
3 g ¥ &,
RN | & . - * v

("]
...l.) 1 12 N 34% - o N -5 J hb z
B I 4 Ay1edotd % 3 ‘ oy h & % [ »
. . Wwion & N N i
. T3 PR T Ad. AR S e P
p ..M, b _ 3 * s * { = .
" B I - ol - -
S ¢ JeudsoH wA I -
Y W o 4 ﬁ H % ~ - w". ] .= v, \CY
¢ s x ! ..L_W " E A..l..T - - ]



“dew s y) uo | JO #sn 3w, | 1o/pue
Juaju0d 3y} 10} wo iejussaldal |ebej OU dWINSSe SI03>RIJU0d bu ddvw
S pue Joqay uity Jo A)J Byl 384 001 = Your | ¥ buiddew

10} sprepues Ademady dely UOREN UM w0 dews siyL

JOQIY uuy Jo A3D eyl wos vojssiutied uspum Joud Inouy
-asodind Aue 10} TR3}URYIBW IO HUGIISS ‘SuUvEW Aue
Aue u_ pajywsuen Jo pesnpoidal 9q j1eys 3anpoid S JO 3Ry ON

I/b1/01 1P ey JawlepIsIq dei soquy uuy Jo Ayd

» RS TR ballt) N
Ed
AR e
LR *
N . -
RS SR L
« c“ - .éw v
& PR .f
i 2}
%
. % A
" K L]
g - R
+ . ¥ :
. 35
b & ;ﬁ.mw
i
. % s
&w 5 E Y
-

| ——
J..:Ji g s
| b . . . ' .
LY “ -
E..rm,, ,
N i NI =" N
- pAlg © M og™e -
% AbL RN
F,. o, ™ e W r
8 & - ,
» % ¢ q._ A
P
~ e .’ ' .mf..u
L - -
v L "
%" ol - »dQ UG T
3 .W‘ v
a- - L 1
- o
| - - .
A W #

o

'
A
&4 :ﬂ 5 ¥ oa -
- .
Ty
_ﬁ .
e P i .u E
F I . .
g B R
& PRI
& _ Y
” £
[N
¥ v
o™ "
N
L @/0 ™
2
l}rl,
-
* Lo -
— Tw
N
wivobagas
Pt
py 12jind
s
MR L
SR RO
i)
L
%
e
& A
. ov &
-
e P!
4
*. r N
, *
Rl
.
PR 4
’ X

umwm sjaMed
0001 005 0 speoliRy Ay
4
R " 4 £l
= ot 3 soulle
* o s} ! { 1=
’ - \ i, | 2%
- R 0» mb
%% ¥ ) Y
- k] ' .IF
L _ ),
Sy . w9
o v g v Yenp3pW 3 = Ny
¢ EN i =
K 1 - n ta 5ol .
e . e . " £
4 o sun 3 =2
‘o 1 © uuy:
e - . _* tr‘ ' ° - gl
y L
) - . -V -
s . ¥ e
il o
Lt N ¥ u\ub:_.
% L
. o 1 Cot h
i { , ) Tl
i L} e § -
; »
* ' a ! T
B L
LY Tl o AUOT
. Y - - Wwoca_z M '
- - 4%/..\‘; -
LN e, ~ - B l\..kLrD
o= ARARETRLT . A
ey gspast » e
a..n Ld . = "
jit k3 ﬂl’l‘l‘l .
_ L s Nd .
- - - = e - . .N
g e
85 & . , “
o8 8 e W >
EXN ¢ L2
an r 5 .3 0.0,
. . @ W
~ N ﬂ i G O %,
N ¥ »e:v\ewv
™ LTS S Js.v.,wénl.
b - “ . > >
S ¥ » 2 caly 2, o e%
. N a5,
% A R g
N -
* : Y ,.,t 4 3 4
r' - g v % x
-
., B
%
~ b H zwo
»® hd K4 )Y
1 - i J -~ W @V,
. * P 0*
ol
» Qou
L 4
~ it Lf
PO L - £ i &
~ - o
) 3 ¥
. - » } L1 ) O
T T - . g ot
¥ L. e ~5




	Appendix D.pdf



