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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
 
ADDRESS:  611 East Liberty Street, Application Number HDC14-150 
 
DISTRICT:  State Street Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: August 14, 2014 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  August 11, 2014 
 
 

OWNER  APPLICANT    
 
Name: Harold Groves Trust  Chalou Designs  
Address: PO Box 8200  3458 East Pineview Drive 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48107  Dexter, MI 48130     
Phone: (616) 221-3636  (734) 426-7780 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   This single-story, brick, modern commercial building was constructed in 
1949. The Budget Shop occupied the space from 1949 until at least the early 1980s.   
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the north side of East Liberty Street, west of South State 
Street. 
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to install new signage and lighting to the 
storefront.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 (9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related 
new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The 
new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, 
size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property 
and its environment.  

From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines 
for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other SOI 
Guidelines may also apply): 
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Storefronts 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing a new design that is incompatible in size, scale, materials, 
and  
 
color; using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, 
damage, or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building; using new 
illuminated signs. 
 

From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Design Guidelines for Storefronts 
  

Appropriate: Designing and constructing a new storefront when the historic storefront is 
completely missing. It may be an accurate restoration using historic, pictorial, and physical 
documentation; or be a new design that is compatible with the size, scale, material, and color 
of the historic building. New designs should be flush with the façade and be kept as simple 
as possible. 

 
Not Appropriate: Installing a new storefront that is incompatible in size and material with the 
historic building and district. 

 
Removing or radically changing storefronts and their features which are important in defining 
the overall historic character of the building so that the character is diminished. 

 
Design Guidelines for Signs 
 
Appropriate: Attaching signage through masonry joints, not masonry units, or through 
materials that can be easily repaired, such as wood, when the signage is removed. 
 
Installing signage that is subordinate to the overall building composition. 
 
Placing signs to align with others along the commercial block face. 
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1) This building is a non-contributing structure in the State Street Historic District. For many 
years the occupying businesses have had only an awning showing advertising.  

2) The Salads Up wall sign consists of individual aluminum pin mounted letters. The sign 
artist has indicated to staff that he can hit the mortar joints with the pins. A round, 
aluminum, 2’ diameter projecting sign is also proposed to draw the attention of 
pedestrians.  

3) Lighting via orange-finished angled barn lights is attractive and acceptable as a design 
feature of the storefront since it is a non-contributing structure and will not detract from 
any historic structures.  

4) Staff believes that the design of the signage is simple, compatible, and appropriate with 
the State Street Historic District.  

 
 
 
 



E-8  (p. 3) 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Historic District Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the 
application at 611 East Liberty Street, a contributing property in the State Street Historic 
District, to install signage as proposed.  The work as conditioned is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the surrounding resources and 
meets the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for signs and storefronts, and The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings, in particular standard 9, and the guidelines for storefronts.  

 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Historic District Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work 
at 611 East Liberty Street in the State Street Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos 
 
 
611 East Liberty Street (Google Street View 2012) 
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3in pins 
mounted .25in 
from brick 
surface.

Pin mounted 
on pad

12” The Dual Arm Emblem Sign Light
14” The Frontier Angle Shade1.5in



18.49”

118.46” 43.17”

18.32”

# OF SET: 1 RETURN DEPTH: N/A RACEWAY COLOR: N/A DESIGNER: FREDERIC CULPEPPER
FACE COLOR: Green TYPE OF INSTALL: Pin mount TRANSFORMER: N/A DATE: 7/28/14
RETURN COLOR: Green TYPE OF FACE: ALUMINUM BALLAST:N/A JOB NO.: 12015
RETAINER COLOR: N/A RACEWAY: D, H, L, N/A COMMENTS: N/A JOB NAME:salads UP
LED COLOR: N/A HOUSING: N/A SALS ERSON: MARK CHALEU ADDRESS: N/A

Graphics applied to 
partition, not window.

40”

5”

# OF SET: 1 RETURN DEPTH: N/A RACEWAY COLOR: N/A DESIGNER: FREDERIC CULPEPPER
FACE COLOR: Green/white TYPE OF INSTALL: Bracket mount TRANSFORMER: N/A DATE: 7/28/14
RETURN COLOR: N/A TYPE OF FACE: ALUMINUM/ / VINYL BALLAST:N/A JOB NO.: 12015
RETAINER COLOR: N/A RACEWAY: D, H, L, N/A COMMENTS: N/A JOB NAME:Salads UP
LED COLOR: N/A HOUSING: N/A SALS ERSON: MARK CHALOU ADDRESS: 611 E. Liberty
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For commercial or residential lighting solutions that assure your wall decor will shine, turn to the angle shades that 
can handle the job! The Dual Arm Emblem Sign Light mounts to walls to provides extra lighting with two 
gas-station style angle shades. This double arm sign light is American Made and crafted to perform in the most 
inclimate of weather conditions. Customize this exterior light fixture to suit your business from our wide selection 
of powdercoat finishes and shade sizes or hang it as industrial gallery lighting!
Shade Sizes:
10" Shade: W 10" x H 7"  
TTotal Horizontal Width: W 37"
12" Shade: W 12" x H 8 ½"  
Total Horizontal Width: W 39"
14" Shade: W 14" x H 9 ½" 
Total Horizontal Width: W 41"
Additional Information
  Mounting: Straight Arm (Multiple Projection Lengths Available)
    Backplate Dimensions: 4 ¾" Diameter
  Finish: Multiple (See Finish Chart)
  Max Wattage Per Socket: 200W Standard Incandescent (Bulb Not Included)
  Number Of Sockets: 2
  Use: CSA Listed For Wet Locations
  Manufactured in the U.S.A. This light fixture is made-to-order to suit your custom specifications.
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