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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  623 Second Street, Application Number HDC14-102 
 
DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: July 10, 2014 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, July 7, 2014 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT   
 

Name: Don & Paula Thomas  Attila Huth & Co. 
Address:  623 Second Street  719 Fifth Street 
  Ann Arbor, MI 48103   Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Phone:   (734) 904-2002  (734) 358-3681 
 
BACKGROUND:   This 1 ½ story gable fronter features wide board trim beneath the eaves, 
knee-wall windows on the sides, and a full width front porch. The house’s construction date is 
not known, but it appears in the 1894 Polk City Directory as 57 Second Street, occupied by 
William Raab (a mason who is later listed as a driver) and his wife Lizzie. By 1910 Mrs. Stabler 
occupied the house.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the east side of Second Street, south of West Madison and 
north of West Mosley Streets.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to change the pitch of the gabled 
garage roof, extend the building an additional 
four feet toward the front (west), add two 
windows and move a door. The garage is a 
non-contributing structure from the 1950s.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 

(2)    The historic character of a property 
will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and 
spatial relationships that characterize 
a property will be avoided.  

(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 
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old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired.  

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Building Site 
Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserve 
the historic relationship between a building or buildings, landscape features, and open 
space. 
 
Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape features, and open 
space.  
 
Not Recommended:  Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which 
destroys historic relationships on the site.  
 
District or Neighborhood Setting 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction into historic districts that is visually 
incompatible or that destroys historic relationships within the setting. 
 

From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other guidelines may apply):  
 
Residential Accessory Structures 
Not Recommended: Introducing new structures or site features that are out of scale with 
the property or the district or are otherwise inappropriate.  

 
STAFF FINDINGS 

 
1. The current garage door is very narrow. By moving the person door around to the side, 

space is made for a wider car door. Changing the roof pitch to a steeper one will allow 
attic storage with a pull-down access stair, and lengthening the structure by four feet from 
22’4” to 26’4” makes room for garage storage (and the pull-down stair) in addition to a 
vehicle. Two barn sash windows that match an existing one will be added. The siding and 
roofing materials match the existing.  
 

2. Altering an accessory building to provide better storage, instead of modifying a 
contributing structure, is recommended and encouraged. The modifications proposed for 
this building are minimal, tasteful, and will have no adverse effects on the house or 
surrounding historic district.  

 
3. Staff believes the application meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 

Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings and the Ann Arbor 
Historic District Design Guidelines and recommends approval of the application.  
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POSSIBLE MOTION:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion. The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 623 
Second Street, a contributing structure in the Old West Side Historic District, to change the 
pitch of the gabled garage roof, extend the building an additional four feet toward the front 
(west), add two windows and move a door. As proposed, the work is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, materials, and relationship to the building and the surrounding area 
and meets The City of Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for accessory structures, 
and The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2, 9 and 10, and the guidelines for 
building site and district or neighborhood setting.  
 

MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 112 West 
Madison Street  in the Main Street  Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos 
 
623 Second Street (2007 survey photo) 

 
 
 
  














