
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
 

For Planning Commission Meeting of April 16, 2013 
 
 
SUBJECT: Barton Pump Station Public Project Review  

(1010 W. Huron River Drive)  
File No. PP13-001  

 
 

 
PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

         
       WHEREAS, the City Administrator is directed to obtain comments and 
suggestions from the appropriate City departments with regard to certain City 
projects meeting private development regulations prior to recommending that 
City Council approve funding for them; and  
 
        WHEREAS, such projects are to be reviewed by the City Planning 
Commission prior to City Council approval;  
 
       RESOLVED, that the Ann Arbor City Planning Commission finds the City 
of Ann Arbor Barton Pump Station Public Project generally adheres to City 
private development standards with the following exception: 
 

• First flush detention is not provided as required for a site with more
than 5,000 square feet of impervious surface per Chapter 63, Storm 
Water Management And Soil Erosion And Sedimentation Control.   

 

 

 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve the motion above regarding this 
public project because it generally complies with local, state and federal laws and regulations to 
the greatest extent feasible; and would not cause a public or private nuisance or have a 
detrimental effect on the public health, safety and welfare.   

 
LOCATION 

 
The site is located on the east side of West Huron River Drive, South of Bird Road (West Area).  
This site is in the Huron River Watershed. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITION 
 

This project consists of electrical and storage improvements to the existing Pump House site at 
the Barton Dam.  The parcel is zoned PL (Public Land District).  The function of the Pump 
House is to draw raw water from Barton Pond and pump it to the water treatment plant where 
the water is treated and distributed throughout the City as well as parts of Scio and Ann Arbor 
Townships.   
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In addition to interior electrical work, five transformers will be removed from the east side of the 
Pump House and one new 1,200 square foot transformer pad supporting two new transformers 
will be installed on the north side of the Pump House.  These new transformers will be 
surrounded by a 12-foot high fence.   
 
The existing 1,250 square foot storage shed located along the eastern property line is to be 
removed, and a new 2,100 square foot storage building is proposed east of the Pump House 
and connected with a new concrete pad.  Estimated cost of construction for this project is $2.75-
$3 million.   
 
An existing entrance off West Huron River Drive will continue to be used to access this site for 
construction and maintenance purposes.  This site currently utilizes the access drive for parking 
for four vehicles and this remains unchanged. There is no traffic impact to this site, as this is an 
unstaffed station with no changes to the operation.   
   
There is no current or proposed storm water management system for this site, as this is a 
sloped parcel with high ground water due to being located directly adjacent to the Huron River.  
There is an overall net decrease of five square feet of impervious surface on site. 
 
This site is adjacent to the 100 year floodplain.  No work is proposed in the floodplain.  A 38-
inch landmark Cottonwood tree located on the southeast portion of this site is minimally 
impacted by the proposed storage shed.  No work is proposed within 10 feet of the trunk of this 
tree; therefore, no mitigation is required.   No other natural features will be impacted by this 
proposal.   
 
A public meeting was held on Wednesday, April 3, 2013, to inform the neighbors within 1,000 
feet of the Pump Station about the proposed renovations.  There were no attendees. 
 

 
SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 

 

                                 LAND USE                    ZONING 

NORTH Vacant, Park land PL (Public Land) 

EAST Vacant, Park land PL 

SOUTH Vacant, Park land PL 

WEST Vacant, Park land PL 

 
HISTORY 

 
The Barton Pump Station was built in the 1940’s and the storage structure in the 1990’s.   
 
     

PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
The Master Plan: Land Use Element recognizes the need for utility service structures, such as 
existing water pumping stations and the Water Treatment Plant, will require upgrading, 
expansion or abandonment.   
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The 2014-2019 Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) references the need to replace the aging and 
outdated electrical equipment at the Barton Pump Station by the end of 2014.  It is anticipated 
the construction will begin spring of 2014 and completed by fall 2015.   
 

STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Storm Water Management – The City’s Project Manager and consultant reviewed the drainage 
situation on site and determined it was not feasible to construct additional storm water 
management on site.  Staff reviewed their proposal and concurs with this assessment.  There is 
no change from the current drainage pattern on site. 
 
This site contains less than 10,000 square feet of impervious and requires first flush detention to 
capture the first ½ inch of a rain event.  This proposal would be exempt from any storm water 
detention requirements if it were submitted as an administrative amendment to the site plan as 
there is a net decrease in impervious surfaces on site.       
 
Planning – The City Planning Commission is required to review all public projects before City 
Council approval if the project costs more than $250,000 (see attached resolution).  Staff 
applies the City’s private development standards for the review of public projects for the 
purpose of striving to adhere to these standards as close as practical.   
 
This project generally meets the private standards, such as land use, setbacks, and height.  
Staff supports this public project as it will upgrade the facility and meet the demands of the 
City’s water needs.   
 
 
Prepared by Christopher Cheng 
Reviewed by Wendy Rampson 
mg/4/10/13 
 
 
Attachments: Zoning Map 
    Aerial Map 
    Neighborhood Notification 
    Site Plan  
    Elevations 
    Public Project Resolution 
 
 
c: Owner: City of Ann Arbor 
   301 E. Huron Street 
   Ann Arbor, MI 48107 
  
 Petitioner’s Agent: Glen Wiczorek, P.E. 
    Stantec Consulting Michigan Inc.   
    3959 Research Park Drive 
    Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
  
 Systems Planning 
 File No. PP13-001 
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CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 
Public Services Area/Water Treatment  

919 Sunset Road 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48103 

 
Web: www.a2gov.org  Printed on recycled paper 

 

 
 

March 14, 2013 

 

 

Dear Neighbor, 

By a letter dated February 25, 2013, the City of Ann Arbor previously issued an invitation to you to 

attend a neighborhood meeting on March 26, 2013.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a new 

capital improvement project being planned at the Barton Pump Station site. 

The project entails constructing electrical improvements and a storage building at the Barton Pump 

Station located at 1010 Huron River Drive.  The storage building will replace an existing storage building.  

This project is needed as the existing equipment has exceeded its intended service life resulting in 

increased maintenance, reduced reliability and reduced safety. 

As the previously scheduled meeting occurs during the week of Passover, the City will be rescheduling 

the meeting.  The meeting is now scheduled for 7:00pm to 8:00pm on Wednesday April 3, 2013.  The 

meeting location remains unchanged and will take place in the conference room of the Water Treatment 

Plant located at 919 Sunset Road.  Meeting attendees can park in the employee parking lot on Sunset 

Road.  The security gate will be left open until the conclusion of the meeting. 

At this meeting, we will discuss the scope and schedule of the work, and the rationale for this project.  We 

will also facilitate a session to address neighborhood concerns with this project and potential solutions. 

If you are unable to make this rescheduled meeting, but wish to discuss any issues regarding this project, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at (734) 794-6426 Ext. 43905. 

We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, April 3, 2013. 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Steglitz. P.E. 

Sr. Utilities Engineer 

City of Ann Arbor Water Treatment Plant 

 

http://www.a2gov.org/
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