
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
 

For Planning Commission Meeting of March 20, 2012 
 
 
SUBJECT: City of Ann Arbor Water Treatment Plant West High Service Pump Station - 

Public Project Review  
(919 Sunset Road) File No. SP12-003  

 
 

PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 
         

       WHEREAS, the City Administrator is directed to obtain comments and 
suggestions from the appropriate City departments with regard to certain City 
projects meeting private development regulations prior to recommending that 
City Council approve funding for them; and  
 
        WHEREAS, such projects are to be reviewed by the City Planning 
Commission prior to City Council approval;  
 
       RESOLVED, that the Ann Arbor City Planning Commission finds the City 
of Ann Arbor Water Treatment Plant West High Service Pump Station Project 
generally adheres to City private development standards.   
 

 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve the motion above regarding this 
public project because it generally complies with local, state and federal laws and regulations to 
the greatest extent feasible; and would not cause a public or private nuisance or have a 
detrimental effect on the public health, safety and welfare.   

 
LOCATION 

 
The site is located on the south side of Sunset Road, east of Pomona (West Area).  This site is 
in the Huron River Watershed. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF PETITION 
 

The proposed 5,114-square foot West High Service Station Pump Station is proposed to be 
located on the east side of the existing administration building on the water treatment plant site.  
The Pump Station is proposed to have three floors, with two of the floors located below grade. 
The elevations of the proposed addition match the existing materials and architecture of the 
administration building. 
 
An existing entrance off Sunset Road will be used to access the site for construction purposes.  
The access road is proposed to be removed and later replaced to allow for underground piping 
construction.  The petitioner indicates most construction work will occur inside the existing fence 
line with the possible exception of underground work just beyond the fence line.   
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The proposed storm water system will collect on-site storm water and convey it to the existing  
pond located off site (west of Wines Elementary). First flush, bankfull and 100-year storm event 
requirements are met in the existing detention pond.    
 
No natural features are impacted from this project.   

 
SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 

 

                                 LAND USE                    ZONING 

NORTH Residential R1B (Single-Family Dwelling District) 

EAST Residential  R1A (Single-Family Dwelling District) 

SOUTH Residential R1B 

WEST Residential R1B 

 
PROJECT HISTORY 

 
The water plant was built in 1938 and expanded in 1949, 1965, and 1975.  An office addition 
and the ozonation project were completed in 1996.  In 1999, a public project review was 
approved for an on-site emergency generator.  
 
The Recycle Rule Compliance Project was approved in 2005 and included construction of a 
concrete Equalization Tank for storage and flow equalization of process water at the Ann Arbor 
Water Treatment Plant.  The project also includes construction of a Recycle Pump Station 
located on top of the Equalization Tank, for pumping equalized process water to the beginning 
of the treatment process.   
 
A public meeting was held on Thursday, February 9, 2012, to inform the neighbors within 300 
feet of the water plant about the new pump station.  Results of this meeting are attached.  The 
water plant serves the entire City as well as parts of Scio Township. 
     

PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
The Master Plan: Land Use Element recognizes the need for utility service structures, such as 
existing water pumping stations and the Water Treatment Plant, will require upgrading, 
expansion or abandonment.  The 2012-2017 Capital Improvements Plan (CIP) references the 
need to replace the west high service station pumps to meet increased demand from Scio 
Township by 2013.    
 

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS PENDING, DISMISSED OR UNRESOLVED 
 
Planning – The City Planning Commission is required to review all public projects before City 
Council approval if the project costs more than $250,000 (see attached resolution).   
 
Staff applies the City’s private development standards for the review of public projects for the 
purpose of striving to adhere to these standards as close as practical.  This project generally 
meets the private standards, such as land use, setbacks, storm water detention and height.  
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Staff supports this public project as it will meet the existing demands in the West High Service 
District.    
 
 
Prepared by Christopher Cheng 
Reviewed by Jeff Kahan 
mg/3/14/12 
 
 
Attachments: Zoning Map 
    Aerial Map 
    2/9/12 Neighborhood Notification 
    Site Plan  
    Landscape Plans 
    Elevations 
    Public Project Resolution 
 
 
c: Owner: City of Ann Arbor 
   301 East Huron Street 
   Ann Arbor, MI 48107 
  
 Petitioner’s Agent: Glen Wiczorek, P.E. 
    Stantec Consulting Michigan Inc.   
    3959 Research Park Drive 
    Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
  
 Building 
 Systems Planning 
 File No. SP12-003 
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919 Sunset Rd
-Zoning Map-

I
City of Ann Arbor Map Disclaimer:
No part of this product shall be reproduced or transmitted in any
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, for any purpose,
without prior written permission from the City of Ann Arbor.
This map complies with National Map Accuracy Standards for
mapping at 1 Inch = 100 Feet.  The City of Ann Arbor and its
mapping contractors assume no legal representation for the content
and/or inappropriate use of information on this map.
Map Created:  1/31/2012
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