
Description and Reasons for Front Porch Replacement 

At 514 W. Madison St., Ann Arbor 

 

The homeowner at the above address has requested from Dexter Block to replace the existing 
foundation and front porch decorative block walls, columns, steps, and porch cap. He states 
that “the foundation is crumbling and pulling away from the house”. Dexter Block did a visual 
inspection of front porch and did find evidence of pulling away from the house and block 
deterioration around foundation walls and steps. Also noticed cracks in the porch and column 
caps. This deterioration would suggest that the foundation to the front porch has sunk over the 
years and requires replacement. We would not be able to effectively remove the existing block intact 
and in a condition that is structurally sound due to their current deteriorated condition. 

For Dexter Block to ensure proper structurally sound replacement of porch would fully remove 
existing porch cap, steps, block walls, and footings. Then rebuild, in the same footprint and 
height, the front porch leaving the existing ceiling & roof structure in place. 

Rebuild would include supporting existing roof structure, pouring new footings, install similar 
decorative hand-hewn blocks for walls and columns, and finally pour new steps and cap. Once 
completed the existing porch post would be reinstalled on the new block columns. 

I’ve included permit drawings and pictures of existing conditions, deterioration, and visual of 
old existing block and new proposed block. If any additional information is needed, please let us 
know so we can assist the owner with the front porch issues. 

 

 

 

Adam Shell 

Dexter Block/Builders 

ASHELL@DEXTERBUILDERS.COM 
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