
GMWOW
PULLING TOGETHER 

SEPARATELY

Tina Stephens, NAP Volunteer & Outreach Coordinator

City of Ann Arbor Natural Area Preservation



NAP’s Garlic Mustard Weed Out Week 
(GMWOW) was held Friday, May 
22, through Sunday, May 31, 2020, in 
lieu of our annual in-person Garlic 
Mustard Weed Out Day.



GMWOW: FULLFILLING NEEDS 
WITH A VIRTUAL EVENT

Responding to many 

NAP volunteers 

requesting information 

on how they could help 

us during this time.

Giving permission for 

volunteers to help and 

directions on how and 

where they could help.

Providing a positive 

event that residents 

could participate in.

Recognizing the 

benefit to mental 

health of being outside 

in nature.

Mobilizing park 

stewards to direct their 

neighborhood groups 

to help out in 

a socially-

distanced fashion.

Providing nature 

areas restoration and 

invasive species 

removal, otherwise 

unable to happen due 

to the pandemic 

and cancellation of 21 

regularly scheduled 

public workdays.



GMWOW PARTNERS

• The Stewardship Network

• Fjallraven

• UM Natural History Museum

• Ann Arbor Public Schools

• United Way of Washtenaw County



GMWOW PARTICIPATION

• Anecdotal evidence of unreported pulling 

happening in many parks

• Piles of invasives pulled and left on trails, near 

park entrances (staff later picked up as found)



GMWOW PARTICIPATION

This volunteer and several of his neighbors spread 

out across Miller Nature Area during the event and 

filled thirty 13-gallon compost bags with invasive 

species such as dame’s rocket and garlic mustard. 

Then, he went above and beyond and came to help 

us load up and take away what they had pulled!





GMWOW PRESS

Mlive article Click-on-Detroit article



GMWOW EDUCATIONAL CONTENT

New NAP webpage 

added:

www.a2gov.org/GMWOW

3 New Identification and 

How-to Pull Videos

http://www.a2gov.org/GMWOW


GMWOW EDUCATIONAL CONTENT

Facebook Live Events, 

livestreaming details and 

thanking participants



GMWOW ON FACEBOOK

15
Posts 

includes 2 live streams and 3 

Identification videos

11,960
People Reached

1,090 
Engagements 

(clicks to links, likes, shares, and 
comments) 

187
Likes/Loves

29 
Shares

646
Live Stream Views



GMWOW AND TSN CHALLENGE

14
NAP-specific entries 

38
Entries from Ann Arbor 

broadly

35 
individuals pulled 

3624 
Estimated pounds 

pulled total

Submissions to The Stewardship Network’s Spring Invasive Species Challenge Website



GMWOW TESTIMONIALS

Katie Carlisle wrote on Facebook:

I spent some time today pulling dames rocket and bittercress to 
help with Natural Area Preservation (NAP)'s garlic mustard weed 
out week. It was lovely to explore Mary Beth Doyle Park, which has 
always been one of my favorites. The wild geranium are beautiful 
right now! #gmwow Fjällräven

Amy Cherry commented on Facebook:

Nice! It makes such a difference.

Shari Thompson, a park neighbor to Miller, emailed us to say:

...I live near Miller Park and have been pulling out the garlic 
mustard with a small group of friends. Other people have been 
doing the same as i see piles of it along the trails. We bring our 
own bags and take the GM out with us for disposal. This positive 
united community effort make a difference. Stay safe and 
healthy!

https://www.facebook.com/ann.arbor.nap/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARB9YfByla7lR0KexAsX1uu4vJx21reyJLduBw7MvMAUBv2HMJDc8yA9tBmmLNPTlBjBqvtkSVPqcJUm&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB6z0QiH9bW3PT48g_LQGxwWgZsTg1x7_8q-kYXNtOr4VT6R-QmRpw8sxKuBZ6MhsAqm1Bxm7rl0DcM25ltF8uiWbg5WnDMI65UOKIspKD5Q-FruPJazTswb0ivqw6gih_fFrfWhStK3DFjk1dEMkGw5nuazvpPjVOAl7TMhMB4kUEy4CQrvLvQ2-FCdPuolar0Rj5OkUEbdjpF0P1eqR4VTOxrmCjY9x-Oj8VrDPsISFwiqeqh2UnbZNDZzHx3T5mppqca4MUzL1jFADAJVQpBvNmSQgA_P6s
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/gmwow?__eep__=6&source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB6z0QiH9bW3PT48g_LQGxwWgZsTg1x7_8q-kYXNtOr4VT6R-QmRpw8sxKuBZ6MhsAqm1Bxm7rl0DcM25ltF8uiWbg5WnDMI65UOKIspKD5Q-FruPJazTswb0ivqw6gih_fFrfWhStK3DFjk1dEMkGw5nuazvpPjVOAl7TMhMB4kUEy4CQrvLvQ2-FCdPuolar0Rj5OkUEbdjpF0P1eqR4VTOxrmCjY9x-Oj8VrDPsISFwiqeqh2UnbZNDZzHx3T5mppqca4MUzL1jFADAJVQpBvNmSQgA_P6s&__tn__=%2ANK-R
https://www.facebook.com/fjallravenannarbor/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARBTPnm8IPZ3OXtJHmmdL1FrJv3Uhsr0jSzE_u31wzMMIJ9n9UakGCI53Edrnu3Okfa-chNBie7wcDcY&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARB6z0QiH9bW3PT48g_LQGxwWgZsTg1x7_8q-kYXNtOr4VT6R-QmRpw8sxKuBZ6MhsAqm1Bxm7rl0DcM25ltF8uiWbg5WnDMI65UOKIspKD5Q-FruPJazTswb0ivqw6gih_fFrfWhStK3DFjk1dEMkGw5nuazvpPjVOAl7TMhMB4kUEy4CQrvLvQ2-FCdPuolar0Rj5OkUEbdjpF0P1eqR4VTOxrmCjY9x-Oj8VrDPsISFwiqeqh2UnbZNDZzHx3T5mppqca4MUzL1jFADAJVQpBvNmSQgA_P6s

