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 ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  903 East Huron, Application Number HDC12-021 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: April 2, 2012 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, April 9 for the Thursday, April 12, 2012 HDC meeting 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT    
 
Name: Robert Giles    Homeowner Services of America, Inc.  
Address: 25804 Dundee   199 W. Michigan Avenue 
 Huntington Woods, MI 48070   Saline, MI 48176 
Phone: (248) 398-5976   (734) 944-3337 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   This two story, brick Greek Revival house features a front gabled roof with 
cedar shingles, cornice returns, double-hung windows, a half front porch with fluted Doric 
columns, a Greek revival-style doorway with side lights and transom. It was built in 1858 by 
Harvey Bannister, a mason, as a boarding house for University of Michigan students. In 1868, 
the house is listed in city directories as owned by Mrs. Mary Barber. It remained a boarding 
house until the mid-1920s, when it was purchased by Catherine Meier and became a single 
family residence. Catherine Meier and her daughter, Joy Meier, occupied the house until the 
1970s. 
 
LOCATION: The building is located on the northeast corner of the intersection of East Huron 
Street and North Ingalls street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to replace a cedar shingle roof with 
a new fiberglass-asphalt roof. The applicant 
states that there is a problem with squirrels 
causing damage to the shingles by chewing 
on them. The applicant believes that there is 
no way to stop the squirrels and that they will 
continue to destroy the roof, which will allow
infiltration of water leading to structural 
damage and the potential growth of mold in 
the attic. The applicant states that the cedar 
shingle roof has been repaired man
over the last two years, resulting in an 
unsightly app
c
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PPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   

rom the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 
 

ment of 
s, spaces, and spatial 

relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 

 
A
 
F

(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The replace
intact or repairable historic materials or alteration of feature

(5) Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

(6) Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old 
in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. 

’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
OI Guidelines may also apply): 

 

From the Secretary of the Interior
S

Recommended: Identifying, retaining, and preserving roofs - and their functional and 
decorative features - that are important in defining the overall historic character of the 
uilding. 

 detailing are still evident - using the physical evidence as a model to reproduce the 
ature. 

b
 
Replacing in kind an entire feature of the roof that is too deteriorated to repair - if the overall 
form and
fe
 
Not recommended: Radically changing, damaging, or destroying roofs which are importa
defining the o

nt in 
verall historic character of the building so that, as a result, the character is 

iminished.  

constructing it with new material in order to create a uniform, or "improved" appearance.  

g the roof of sound historic material, such as slate, clay tile, wood, and architectural 
etal.  

 

TAFF FINDINGS:  

 

he applicant stated that continued leaks are 
kely to result in structural damage as well. 

r 

d
 
Removing a major portion of the roof or roofing material that is repairable, then 
re
 
Strippin
m

 
S
 

1. The current roof is made of cedar shingles that have been repaired numerous times with 
in-kind materials. The repairs have resulted in a patchy, uneven appearance as the wood
has weathered unevenly. The applicant stated that repairs were done to stop leaks. The 
applicant believes that the roof is at risk of leaking more because of squirrels destroying 
the shingles, and that continued leaks will allow for the growth of mold in the attic, which 
may present health risks to the occupants. T
li
 

2. The current roof is not original because cedar shingles could not last that long. Cedar 
shingles are estimated to have a maximum lifespan of approximately 50 years. It seems 
likely that the roof was originally cedar shingles, and when it needed to be replaced ceda
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re used again. This has not been substantiated by physical or documentary 

evidence. 

cedar 

 for a 
ew cedar shingle roof, and $20,550 for the proposed fiberglass-asphalt reroof.  

 
ated 

s with fiberglass-asphalt shingles will alter the overall 
historic character of the house.  

ry of 

ould be appropriate to replace the roof with matching materials in 
matching dimensions. 

 
ners, will meet with the 

applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 

hip to 

litating Historic Buildings, 
in particular standards 2, 5, and 6, and the guidelines for roofs. 

OTION WORKSHEET:   

 of Appropriateness for the work at 903 East 

shingles we

 
3. The applicant is requesting a change in materials to install a new fiberglass-asphalt 

shingled roof. The proposed fiberglass-asphalt shingles are intended to mimic the 
shingles. The applicant told staff that it is impossible to prevent the squirrels from 
chewing and damaging cedar shingles. The applicant received a quote of $35,100
n
 

4. Staff feels that the existing roof is deteriorated beyond repair. However, the proposed 
fiberglass-asphalt shingles are not an appropriate material for replacement, based on the
Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines. The house has great historic value and is loc
on a corner lot. The roof will be visible from Huron Street and North Ingalls Street. 
Replacement of the cedar shingle

 
5. Staff recommends denial of the motion below. The roof does not meet The Secreta

the Interior’s standards 2, 5, and 6, nor does it meet the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Guidelines for roofs. It w

 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion. 
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissio

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 
903 East Huron Street, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to
replace the cedar shingle roof with a fiberglass-asphalt roof as proposed. The proposed 
work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and relations
the rest of the building and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabi

 
M
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate
Huron in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 

____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 

ilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
pply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 

s, photos.  
03 East Huron ( April 2012 photos)   

 

 
 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehab
a
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawing
 9
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