
Zoning Board of Appeals 
January 25, 2017 Regular Meeting 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 
Subject: ZBA16-027, 813 Spring Street 
 
Summary: 
 
Richard L. Douglass and Marian S. Horowitz, property owners, request permission to alter 
a non-conforming structure in order to construct a first floor bathroom addition to the rear 
of their existing residence. The proposed addition will be eleven (11) feet, eight (8) inches 
from the rear property line, but will not encroach further into the setback than the existing 
structure. 
 
Background: 
 
The property is zoned R2A; however, since it is a single family use the R1D setbacks are 
applicable. The R1D district requires a twenty (20) foot setback. The subject parcel is 
4,356 square feet in size.  
 
Description: 
 
The new addition will be seven (7) feet by nine (9) feet, eight (8) inches wide for a total of 
sixty-eight (68) square feet. The addition will provide a toilet, shower and sink, all of which 
will be accessible from the first floor. The home currently has one bathroom, which is on 
the second floor. The addition will eliminate the rear door entrance to the basement which 
originally existed to bring coal into the house for a coal-burning furnace. Applicants state 
this entrance has not been used in over ten (10) years. 
 
Standards for Approval- Permission to Alter a Non-Conforming Structure 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 5:98, 
from the City of Ann Arbor Zoning Ordinance.  The following criteria shall apply: 
 
 The alteration complies as nearly as practicable with the requirements of the 

Zoning Chapter and will not have a detrimental effect on neighboring 
property. 

 
Applicant states that the proposed construction will not have a negative impact on the 
surrounding properties or have a detrimental effect to the aesthetics of the rear yard. The 
new addition will be constructed into the existing roof line and extend the additional seven 
(7) feet, which is the width of the proposed project. Petitioner states that if the home was 
built today it most likely would include a first floor bathroom.  
 
 
 



Zoning Board of Appeals 
January 25, 2017  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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From: Burrows, Heather  
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2017 9:24 PM 
To: Barrett, Jon <JBarrett@a2gov.org> 
Subject: re: ZBA16-027: 813 Spring Street 
 
I am unable to attend the 1/25 public hearing but would like to voice my support for this variance. I am 
not concerned that it would have a negative impact at all. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
Heather L Burrows  
826 Spring St 
 

mailto:JBarrett@a2gov.org



