
City of Ann Arbor  

 Increasing Energy Efficiency in Rental 

Housing 



Green Rental Housing 

• Increase energy 
efficiency in the 
community by targeting 
rental properties 

• Partners 

– City of Ann Arbor 

– City of Ypsilanti 

– Washtenaw County 

– Ann Arbor Housing 
Commission 

– Eastern Michigan 
University  

– University of Michigan 
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Potential Impact in Ann Arbor 

• Over 27 million sq 

ft of rental 

property 

• ~$30 million spent 

annually on energy 

costs 

• Saving 10% is ~$3 

million  

 

Source: City of Ann Arbor, City of Ypsilanti, Pittsfield Township, Ypsilanti Township, US Energy Information Administration State 
Profile and Energy Estimate  

Rental Housing Parcels by Square Footage, Washtenaw County, 2012 



Target Groups 

• Landlords/property 

owners 

• Tenants 

– Student renters 

– Market-rate renters 

– Low-income 

• Affordable housing 

tenants 

 



Challenges 

• Split Incentives 

• High Turnover 

• Housing Affordability 

• Information Gaps 

• High Cost 

• Fewer programs 

 



What we’re doing… 

• Education and outreach 

• Data collection 

• Structural improvements 

• Cost sharing 

• Rebates and incentives 

• Financing programs 

• Technical assistance 
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a2energy.org 



Educational Materials 



Energy Hour 

• Meeting-in-a-

box concept  

• Peer learning 

for renters 

 



Street Address: 

Zip Code: 

[City] [State] 

Rent: 

# of Bedrooms: 

Energy Cost – average monthly bill 

 Electric: 

 Natural Gas: 
Calculate 

SUBMIT 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Cancel 

Example: 1201 E Main St Apt 3  

Green Rental Housing Tool 
• Can we develop a multi-city, open-source, online tool? 

• Rent = rent + energy + transportation +water  
 



Pilot with DTE Energy 

• Free retrofits for 2- to 

5-unit rentals 

• 98 units impacted 

• 845 CFLs installed 

• 141 aerators 

• 73 Showerheads 

• 209 ft of pipe wrap 

• 13 thermostats 



Rental Inspections 

• How do we… 

– Distribute information 

– Collect data 

– Share data 



Programmable Thermostat 

• Over 60 installed in 

Baker Commons 

(common space and 

units) 



Energy Benchmarking 

• Over 350 units in Ann 

Arbor and Ypsilanti 

• One-year service 

• Market-rate pilot for 100 

properties 

 



• 1 to 4 unit rental housing properties 

• Low-interest loans (2%-3.5%) 

• 12 to 36 month loan terms 
– Reduced rates available (multiple measures, subsidized housing, 

tenant-paid utilities) 

• Up to $8,000 per property  

• Eligible energy efficiency projects 

• Energy audit required 

• A2energy.org/landlordfund 

 



Next Steps 

• Evaluation of pilots 

• Integration into 

inspection programs 

• Mapping 

• Funding 

• Cross-promoting 

 



Contact Information 

Jamie Kidwell-Brix 

Sustainability Associate 

jkidwell@a2gov.org 

 

www.a2gov.org/greenrental 

 

 


