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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  2781 Packard Road, Application Number HDC11-106 
 
DISTRICT:  Cobblestone Farm Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: August 5, for the August 11, 2011 HDC Meeting 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:   Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, July 11, 2011 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT 
 
Name:  City of Ann Arbor   Jessica Black 
Address:  301 E Huron Ave   same 
   Ann Arbor, MI 48104   
Phone:  (734) 794-6230    
 
BACKGROUND:  The Ticknor-Campbell house is known as the Cobblestone Farm because of 
the unique construction technique of the cobblestone house on the property which was built by 
Dr. Benajah Ticknor in 1844.  Built in the Classic Revival style, it is one of the finest of the few 
examples of cobblestone construction in Michigan.  Together with the wooden kitchen ell in the 
rear, it forms an unusually fine example of a pioneer Michigan farm dwelling. There has been 
only one alteration to the exterior of the cobblestone house.  During the Booth family tenure 
(1860-1880), an Italianate-style wooden front porch with bracketed columns was added to the 
front façade.  The barn was constructed on the property in 1986 as part of the farmstead 
restoration after the property was acquired by the City in 1972. 
 
The HDC issued a certificate of appropriateness in 2008 to build a permanent entry awning on 
the barn and make landscape improvements. 
Staff has issued certificates of appropriateness 
since then for window and door replacements 
and mechanical equipment on the barn. 
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the north 
side of Packard Road, east of Colony Road and 
west of Easy Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to build an 8’ x 10’ cedar storage shed 
behind the non-original barn.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 
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(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 
 
(10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken 
in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of   
the historic property will be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
Building Site 
 
Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserve the 
historic relationship between a building or buildings, landscape features, and open space.  
 
Not Recommended:  Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which destroys 
historic relationships on the site.  
 
STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. The proposed shed is solid cedar with a cedar shingle roof and installed on a concrete 
slab. It would remain unpainted and allowed to age to a color similar to the nearby barn 
and fences. The location is in a service area behind the barn, next to the dumpsters, and 
the structure would be used to store equipment for the Volunteer Outreach Program. The 
shed would not have any negative visual impacts on the historic buildings on the site, as 
it is quite far removed.  

 
2. Staff recommends approval of the application and finds the shed is visually compatible in 

size, scale, design, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the site and the 
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, 
in particular standards 2 and 10, and the guidelines for building site. 

 
MOTION 

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 2781 
Packard Street, the Cobblestone Farm Historic District, to build an 8’ x 10’ cedar storage shed 
as documented in the owner’s submittal. The work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, materials, and relationship to the house and the surrounding area and meets The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Buildings, in particular standards 2 and 10, and the guidelines for building site. 

 
MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at  2781 
Packard Street   in the Cobblestone Farm  Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
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The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, product information, photos 
 
2010 Aerial Photo 
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