
 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 

April 27, 2022 Regular Meeting 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 
Subject: ZBA 22-2004; 309 East Madison Street 
 
Summary: 
Robb Burroughs O/X Studios representing the property owner, is requesting relief from Section 
5.32.2 Alteration to a Nonconforming Structure to construct a two-story addition to the rear of the 
existing residence. The home is nonconforming for lot area, lot width and required side setbacks. 
The existing residence is a duplex with two bedrooms in each unit. The addition will increase the 
bedroom count to six bedrooms in each unit. The proposed addition will be offset four inches on 
each side and will not encroach further into the side setbacks. The property is zoned R4C, 
Multiple-Family Dwelling District.  
 

Background: 
The subject property is located near the intersection of East Madison Street and South Fifth 
Avenue west of Packard Road. The property is located on a steeply sloped site that slopes 
downward from east to west. The existing structure is a two-story wood framed residence built in 
1901 and approximately 1,265 square feet in size. The basement is currently being used for 
mechanical and storage. 
 

Description: 
The proposed addition will be approximately 17 feet 4.5 inches by 18 feet three inches for a total 
of 320 square feet of new living area. The basement will be converted from storage and 
mechanical functions to habitable living and bedroom spaces. The existing door and windows will 
provide separate access to this unit. The addition will connect to the basement and expand the 
dwelling unit. This unit will connect via internal stair to the addition on the first floor and complete 
a full dwelling unit. The first and second floors are to be combined to form the second dwelling 
unit.  
 

Standards for Approval- Alteration to a Nonconforming Structure 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 
5.32.2, Application of the Variance Power from the UDC.  The following criteria shall 
apply: 
 
The applicants state that the improvements will not encroach further into the side 
setbacks and will meet the 30 foot required rear setback. The property is located one 
parcel from the Perry School Building at the edge of the University of Michigan campus. 
The project will not have a detrimental impact on surrounding properties and blends with 
the student oriented housing area.   
 

A) The alteration is approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals upon a finding that it 
complies as nearly as practicable with the requirements of this chapter and that it 
will not have a detrimental effect on neighboring property. 

 

 
 
 
 



Zoning Board of Appeals 
April 27, 2022  

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Jon Barrett- 
Zoning Coordinator, City of Ann Arbor 
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