
 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
June 28, 2017 Regular Meeting 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

Subject: ZBA17-018, 1510 Morton Avenue 
 
 
Summary: Rebecca and Norton Fogel are requesting a variance from Chapter 104 
Fences Section 8:434 (1)(c) to allow a ten (10) foot tall, one hundred (100) percent 
opaque fence to be installed in the rear yard. The property is zoned R1D, single-family 
residential.  
 
Background and Description: 
 
The subject parcel is located on the south side of Morton Avenue due east of Packard 
Street. The property is six thousand six hundred twenty-one (6621) square feet in area 
and the home was built in 1927. The applicants are requesting to install four (4) eight (8) 
foot wide panels of ten (10) feet height and one hundred (100) percent opaque along the 
eastern property line within their rear yard. The fencing will be adjacent to the neighbor’s 
porch. 
 
The applicant states that the fence will neutralize the residual effects of lighting and noise 
from the neighbors screened porch.  
 
The following requirements are excerpts from Chapter 104, Section 8:434(1)(c): 
 
(1) Fences located in residential districts: 

 
(c) Shall not have a height greater than eight (8) feet at locations other than those 
described in subsections (a) and (b).  

 
Standards for Approval (Variance): 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all powers granted by State law and by Section 5:99, 
Application of the Variance Power from the City of Ann Arbor Zoning Ordinance.  The 
following criteria shall apply: 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals of the City of Ann Arbor may, after a hearing in 
accordance with the established procedures of the Board, in its sound discretion  
and in the interests of the public health, safety or welfare of the inhabitants of the 
community, reduce or remit the requirements of this Chapter in individual cases.  
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The petitioner states that allowing a ten (10) foot tall fence will not have a negative impact 
on the surrounding properties. The fence will allow for increased privacy for both parties 
involved. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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