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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  514 Lawrence Street, Application Number HDC13-050 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: March 8, 2013 for the March 14, 2013 HDC meeting 

 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, March 11, 2013 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT   
 

Name: Dan and Marianne Clauw  Same 
Address:  514 Lawrence St       
  Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Phone:   (734) 476-0183   
  
BACKGROUND:   This two story colonial revival home has had many alterations over its 
lifetime. It appears in the 1894 Polk Directory as #10 Bowery Street, the Blades home. On the 
1916 Sanborn map, the main block of the house appears as only the north 2/3 of its current 
width, with a wider rear two-story addition. On the 1925 Sanborn, however, the main block of the 
house shows as its current width, which is several feet wider than the rear addition. On both 
maps the house had a full width front porch.  
 
A new front porch, rear sunroom addition, new garage, and house restoration work were 
approved in 2011 and 2012 (see esp. HDC12-035) and a staff approval for wood picket fencing 
was approved in May, 2013.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the south side of Lawrence Street, east of North Division and 
west of North State. 
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to: install a wood gate with an electric 
opener across the driveway; pave the driveway 
with asphalt; and install a turnaround area in front 
of the garage using permeable pavers. 
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation: 

 
(2) The historic character of a property will be 

retained and preserved.  The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be 
avoided. 
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(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
 Building Site 

 
Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape 
features, and open space.  
 
Identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features as well as features of 
the site that are important in defining its overall historic character. 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which 
destroys historic relationships on the site.  
 
Removing or radically changing buildings and their features or site features which are 
important in defining the overall historic character of the building site so that, as a result, 
the character is diminished.  

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Ann Arbor guidelines may 
also apply): 

 
Residential Decks and Patios 
 
Appropriate: Installing a patio flush with grade using stone, brick pavers, or concrete. 
 
Ensuring that a deck or patio drains away from a historic resource.  
 
Landscape Features 
 
Appropriate: Retaining and maintaining mature trees, hedges, and other historic 
plantings.  
 
Not Appropriate: Introducing any new building, streetscape, or landscape feature that is 
out of scale or otherwise inappropriate to the district’s historic character.  
 
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. The 6’ wood perimeter fencing has been approved by staff on a separate application that 
came in after this one. The applicant wanted to get the materials ordered in advance of 
the HDC meeting. Other work items in the application do not require a certificate of 
appropriateness (such as removing a section of chain link fence in the front yard), but 
have been included to provide a more complete plan.  
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2. The wood gate is composed of 4’ wood pickets painted white, and matches the two new 

sections of perimeter fencing that were approved by staff. Gate opener arms will be 
installed on both halves, and a small control box will be mounted on a post, out of sight of 
the street, behind the house.  
 

3. The 9’ wide driveway maintains a landscape strip between the house and drive, which is 
appropriate. The 30’ x 30’ turnaround area has decorative permeable pavers and can 
double as a patio. This area is shaded by a large elm tree along the east property line, 
and the permeable pavers are appropriate since the turnaround area is within the drip 
line of the tree. The turnaround area is quite large, but certainly more contained than the 
current gravel backyard (which used to be entirely a parking lot), and the use of 
decorative pavers will help the area feel like an extension of the garden that surrounds it.  

 
4. Staff recommends approval of the application. The turnaround area is appropriate for this 

backyard on this block, the power gate is unobtrusive and will help eliminate pedestrian 
cut-throughs on the property, and the driveway paving is an appropriate width and  
maintains a landscape strip between the pavement and the house. The proposed work is 
generally compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to 
the rest of the building and the surrounding neighborhood and meets the Ann Arbor 
Historic District Guidelines  for residential decks and patios and landscape features, and 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in particular standards 2 and 
10, and the guidelines for building site.  

 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 
514 Lawrence, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to: install a 
wood gate with an electric opener across the driveway; pave the driveway with asphalt; 
and install a turnaround area in front of the garage using permeable pavers, as proposed.  
The proposed work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and 
relationship to the surrounding resources and meets the Ann Arbor Historic District 
Guidelines  for residential decks and patios and landscape features, and The Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in particular standards 2 and 10, and the 
guidelines for building site.  

 
 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 514 Lawrence 
Street in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
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ATTACHMENTS:  application, description of work, photos, drawings. 
 
514 Lawrence (1999) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2010 Aerial Photo 
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