
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
To:  Historic District Commissioners 
 
From:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
Date:  June 8, 2017 
 
Re:  Historic Plaque for 514 W Madison Street 
 
This month staff received one application for a historic building plaque for the 
house at 514 W Madison Street, between Third and Fourth Streets. This brick, 
two-story, mansard-roofed home appears in the 1894 and 1897 Polk City 
Directories with no named occupant, and in 1898 as the home of Emily and John 
Bonien, a laborer. Their last name is listed later as Bonnin (1910) and eventually, 
in 1920, as Bonin (at which point John is listed as the “assistant in charge of 
surveying instrument room, U of M”). It features a full-width front porch with a 
shallow mansard roof that is adorned with arrow and round wood shingles 
(arranged to form two rows of full circles). The base of the porch is rusticated 
block and the decking and stairs are poured concrete. The one-over-one double-
hung windows are topped with shallow brick arches. The front and side 
elevations of the mansard roof feature small dormer windows with stylized 
pediments.  
 
On May 11, 2012 a fire caused extensive burn damage to the second floor and 
attic, and smoke and water damage throughout the house. The former owner 
worked with staff for four years to accurately and sensitively repair exterior 
damage to the house, as well as to restore a number of original finishes and 
features of the house that had been modified or obscured over the years. In 2015 
the HDC approved an application to install a third floor, rear-facing dormer for 
egress and to shorten a kitchen window. It is in the National Register Old West 
Side Historic District.  
 
The Historic District Commission will consider all of the following when reviewing 
an application for a historic property plaque. 

a) The building must be at least fifty years old, as documented by a 
combination of records (title search, tax records, wills, etc.). 

b) The building must have been maintained, over time, in its original 
condition, or must have undergone historically appropriate restoration or 
rehabilitation.  

c) The building may not have historically inappropriate features, enclosures 
or repairs. 

d) The principal facades of the building visible from the street or any 
public right of way must maintain integrity of form, materials, and 



architectural features consistent with the dominant period of the 
building.  

The house is 119 years old. It has maintained its historic integrity and has 
had no significant exterior changes. The current owners have installed a 
missing front porch column, which was the last piece of restoration work 
left over from the fire. The lack of alteration to the house is critical to 
understanding the architectural significance of the home. Its mansard style 
is rare in the Old West Side, and it is a lovely record of a moment in Ann 
Arbor’s history.  

The current owners, Zachary Moen & Shannon Fitzsimons, have supplied 
extensive and much appreciated deed research that is attached. Staff 
feels that a historic plaque is appropriate for the John & Emily Bonien 
House, located at 514 West Madison Street, based on the age of the 
house, the house’s history, and the unaltered or restored appearance of 
its character-defining architectural features. Staff recommends adding 
circa to the date, since records do not reveal exactly when the Boniens 
moved in, though it was not later than 1898.  

 
Sample Motion 
 
I move that the circa 1898 John & Emily Bonien House at 514 West Madison 
Street meets the criteria for a City of Ann Arbor Historic Building marker based 
on its age, historic and architectural significance, and contribution to the history 
of Ann Arbor.  
 
  



Historic Property Plaques  
 
The Ann Arbor Historic District Commission considers 
requests for bronze plaques honoring significant historic 
buildings in the City of Ann Arbor. Plaques show the 
original or earliest known owner’s name and the year in 
which the structure was built. Current property owners may 
apply to the Commission and, if approved, purchase a 
bronze plaque for their building.  
 
What criteria will be applied?  
 
The Historic District Commission will consider all of the 
following when reviewing an application for a historic property plaque. 

e) The building must be at least fifty years old, as documented by a 
combination of records (title search, tax records, wills, etc.). 

f) The building must have been maintained, over time, in its original 
condition, or must have undergone historically appropriate restoration or 
rehabilitation.  

g) The building may not have historically inappropriate features, enclosures 
or repairs. 

h) The principal facades of the building visible from the street or any 
public right of way must maintain integrity of form, materials, and 
architectural features consistent with the dominant period of the 
building.  

If one or more of the criteria cannot be met, staff and the Commission will 
consider whether the building has special historic or architectural significance on 
a case by case basis. 
 
The property must meet one of the following four criteria: 
 

1) Listed or determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places or 
State Register of Historic Sites 

2) Included in the Individual Historic Properties Historic District listed in Title 
IX of the Ann Arbor Register of Historic Places prior to 2001 

3) Received an award from the Ann Arbor Historic District Commission 
4) Others may be approved for a historic property plaque by the Ann Arbor 

Historic District Commission on a case-by-case basis 
 
How to Apply for a Historic Property Plaque 

 
1. The current property owner should fill out the application and return it to the 

Historic Preservation Coordinator via email to hdc@a2gov.org, or by dropping 



it off at the Planning & Development desk on the first floor of City Hall, 301 E 
Huron Street.  
 

2. Be sure to include a description of how the property qualifies for a plaque 
(from the list above), and any information or history unique to the home. The 
application will be evaluated based on the information it provides.  
 

3. After an initial screening by staff for completeness and content, the request 
will be placed on a Historic District Commission agenda for consideration. If 
the request is approved, the historic preservation coordinator will contact the 
plaque manufacturer (Arnet’s, Inc. at 4495 Jackson Road) with the correct 
historic name and date of construction of the house. The cost of the plaque 
fluctuates based on the price of bronze, usually between $175 and $225. 
Arnet’s will fax a proof to the Historic Preservation Coordinator, which the 
applicant must sign off on. Once the proof has been approved, Arnet’s will 
manufacture the plaque and notify the applicant when it is ready to pick up. 
The applicant picks up and pays for the plaque at Arnet’s at 4495 Jackson 
Road.  
 

4. The applicant must mount the plaque on a visible spot at the front of the 
building, preferably near the front door, in a location that does not destroy or 
obscure historic architectural features of the building.  
 

 
Questions? Please contact the Historic Preservation Coordinator at 
hdc@a2gov.org or 734-794-6265 x42608.  
 
 
 
  

mailto:hdc@a2gov.org


From: Zachary Moen [mailto:zakmoen@hotmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 9:56 AM 
To: Thacher, Jill <JThacher@a2gov.org> 
Cc: Shannon Fitzsimons <skfitzsimons@gmail.com> 
Subject: Fw: 514 W Madison Search 

  

Jill, 
  
As a supplement to my e-mail yesterday on the historical marker application for 514 W 
Madison Street, I happen to work for a title company so I had one of the senior 
abstractors pull title all the way back to the land patent grant in 1825, which is 
attached.  This covers 1825-1893, and what I sent yesterday covers 1893 to the present. 
  
In terms of the Bonnins, Christopher/Christian (who must be the same person) owned 
lot 10 (where 520 W Madison Street now sits) as of 1873.  Christian was also deeded lot 
9 from Bach in 1888, and then owned both lots 9 and 10.  Christian deeded the east half 
of lots 9 and 10 (where 514 W Madison sits) to John Bonnin in 1893. 
  
We know both Christian and John lived at the NE corner of Madison and Fourth as of 
1874.  I can only assume that was at 520 Madison, as that is the only land that was 
owned by the Bonnins at that time.  We know that the Polk directories list the home at 
514 W Madison as of 1894 and 1897 with no named occupant, and in 1898 as the home 
of John and Emily Bonnin.  So, my guess is that John received the land in 1893, began 
construction in 1894 (which is why it was listed in Polks with no occupant) and 
completed construction and moved in by 1898. So, I would say that the plaque reads 
"John and Emily Bonnin House, c. 1898."  This is consistent with your ideas on dates as 
well.  Thoughts? 
 
Zak 
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Owner and Taxpayer Information

Owner MOEN ZACHARY V & SHANNON

514 W MADISON ST

Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Taxpayer SEE OWNER INFORMATION

General Information for Tax Year 2017

Property Class Residential Unit 09 City of Ann Arbor

School District No Data to Display Assessed Value $253,700

Map # No Data to Display Taxable Value $113,417

User Num Idx 3 State Equalized Value $253,700

User Alpha 1 No Data to Display Date of Last Name Change 02/23/2017

User Alpha 3 No Data to Display Notes Not Available

Historical District Yes Census Block Group No Data to Display

User Alpha 2 514 Exemption No Data to Display

Principal Residence Exemption Information

Homestead Date 02/15/2017

Principal Residence Exemption June 1st Final

2017 100.0000 % -

2016 100.0000 % 100.0000 %

Previous Year Information

Land Information

Zoning Code R2A Total Acres 0.200

Land Value $92,383 Land Improvements $0

Renaissance Zone No Renaissance Zone Expiration Date No Data to Display

ECF Neighborhood 113 Old West Side S of Lib E of 7 Mortgage Code No Data to Display

Lot Dimensions/Comments No Data to Display Neighborhood Enterprise Zone No

Legal Description

E 1/2 LOTS 9 AND 10 B5S R2W WILLIAM S MAYNARDS ADDITION

Land Division Act Information

Date of Last Split/Combine No Data to Display Number of Splits Left Not Available

Date Form Filed No Data to Display Unallocated Div.s of Parent 0

Date Created No Data to Display Unallocated Div.s Transferred 0

Acreage of Parent 0.00 Rights Were Transferred No

514 W MADISON ST  Ann Arbor, MI 48103    (Property Address)

Parcel Number: 09-09-29-319-024

Property Owner:  MOEN ZACHARY V & SHANNON

Summary Information

> Residential Building Summary

- Year Built: 1880

- Full Baths: 2

- Sq. Feet: 2,096

- Bedrooms: 3

- Half Baths: 0

- Acres: 0.200

> Assessed Value: $253,700 | Taxable Value: $113,417

Item 1 of 2 1 Image / 1 Sketch

Year MBOR Assessed Final SEV Final Taxable

2016 $222,900 $222,900 $112,406

2015 $214,100 $214,100 $112,070

2014 $210,700 $210,700 $110,306

Lot(s) Frontage Depth

Lot 1 66.00 ft 132.00 ft

Total Frontage:  66.00 ft Average Depth:  132.00 ft
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Split Number 0 Courtesy Split No

Parent Parcel No Data to Display

Sale History

Building Information - 2096 sq ft 2 STORY, C-BC (Residential)

General

Floor Area 2,096 sq ft Estimated TCV $414,952

Garage Area 672 sq ft Basement Area 1,094 sq ft

Foundation Size 920 sq ft

Year Built 1880 Year Remodeled Not Available

Occupancy Single Family Class C +5

Effective Age 43 yrs Tri-Level No

Percent Complete 100% Heat Forced Air w/ Ducts

AC w/Separate Ducts No Wood Stove Add-on No

Basement Rooms 0 Water Public Water

1st Floor Rooms 5 Sewer Public Sewer

2nd Floor Rooms 3 Style 2 STORY, C-BC

Bedrooms 3

Area Detail - Basic Building Areas

Exterior Information

Brick Veneer 0 sq ft Stone Veneer 0 sq ft

Basement Finish

Recreation 0 sq ft Recreation % Good 0%

Living Area 0 sq ft Living Area % Good 0%

Walk Out Doors 0 No Concrete Floor Area 0 sq ft

Plumbing Information

3 Fixture Bath 2 Extra Toilet 1

Extra Sink 1

Fireplace Information

Wood Stove 1

Garage Information

Area 672 sq ft Exterior Siding

Foundation 18 Inch Common Wall Detached

Year Built 1901 Finished No

Auto Doors 0 Mech Doors 0

Porch Information

CCP (1 Story) 134 sq ft Foundation Standard

CPP 36 sq ft Foundation Basement

CCP (1 Story) 138 sq ft Foundation Basement

**Disclaimer: BS&A Software provides AccessMyGov.com as a way for municipalities to display information online and is not responsible for the content or accuracy of the data herein. This data is provided for

reference only and WITHOUT WARRANTY of any kind, expressed or inferred. Please contact your local municipality if you believe there are errors in the data.

Copyright © 2017 BS&A Software, Inc.

Sale Date Sale Price Instrument Grantor Grantee Terms of Sale Liber/Page Comments

02/15/2017 $602,000.00 Q HART EVALINE F MOEN ZACHARY V

& SHANNON

PTA

07/13/1994 $1.00 U HART EVALINE F HART EVALINE F,

TRUSTEE

Warranty Deed 3010:0035

Height Foundation Exterior Area Heated

2.5 Story Basement Brick 672 sq ft 2.5 Story

1.75 Story Basement Brick 224 sq ft 1.75 Story

1 Story Basement Brick 24 sq ft 1 Story
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