
Brian and Tifani Sadek 

1003 W Liberty Street 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

 

March 3, 2024 

 

Ann Arbor Historic District Commission 

    c/o Ms. Jill Thacher 

301 E. Huron Street 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 

Re HDC Application for Paved Driveway at 1003 W. Liberty St, Ann Arbor MI, 48103  

 

Dear Historic District Commission: 

 

We would like to convert our mud/gravel driveway and parking area into a concrete (not asphalt) paved area. 

As we propose it, the dimensions and scope of the replacement would be substantially similar to or within the 

existing mud/gravel driveway and parking area (see below regarding potential reduced scope). 

 

Attached with these materials, please find attached a site plan, which is attached as Attachment A, as well as 

pictures of the current conditions and proposed scope, which are attached as Attachment B. You will find that 

the parking area behind 1005 W Liberty is listed as “maybe in scope” on the site plan. This is because our 

neighbor and the owner of 1005 W Liberty, Ms. Caroline Kistner, will determine whether she wishes to pave 

that area once we receive bids for the project – nevertheless, Ms. Kistner has approved the concept of paving 

the shared driveway area consistent with the Joint Driveway Easement Agreement, attached as Attachment C,  

which provides that “[e]ach of the parties [meaning the owners of 1003 and 1003 W Liberty] must provide 

advance written approval if there are to be any upgrades or improvements of the existing driveway.” 

 

Some of the reasons we would like to make this change are:  

 

• Drainage Issues. Water often pools on the driveway, and it remains muddy for long periods, tracking 

mud and rocks into the historically appropriate house interiors. Although we’ve added additional 

gravel on multiple occasions in the past – and the previous owner, Ms. Normal Crowley, told us she 

“just spent about a thousand to add new gravel” when we bought the house in 2019 – this has not 

seemed to help either problem because the base seems to be a type and depth of mud that quickly 

“swallows” the new gravel. 

 

• Foundation Protection. Both 1003 and 1005 W Liberty have had issues with basement/foundation 

water intrusion in the past, potentially threatening the stability of these historical assets. In addition 

to maintaining existing plants alongside the driveway to absorb water, an important part of the 

driveway project would be to slope the driveway and parking area in a manner that might most 

protect both houses and garages. 

 

• Winter Dangers. The driveway, and especially the parking area (which must be traversed to get to our 

garage each morning), is difficult to clear of snow and ice. It cannot be plowed without substantial 

damage to the driveway (which we learned the hard way). If you try to snowblow it, rocks quickly 

become projectiles. And, if you shovel it, the layer of frozen rock remains hazardous. This is all 

exacerbated by the drainage issues mentioned above, which cause large parts of the parking area to 



become icy and slippery in the early and late winter when we have a lot of freezing and thawing. 

Members of the household have slipped while pregnant, while holding small children, and while 

being small children, and we have had a close call with an elderly grandparent, despite liberal 

application of snow-melting granules. 

 

• Use of Space. A muddy rock driveway cannot be used as much more than a driveway. We have two 

young children and live on one of the most trafficked streets in Ann Arbor, and it would be nice to 

have a safe space away from the road where they can practice riding bikes, draw with chalk, etc.  

 

• Aesthetics. What we unaffectionately call the “mud pit” does not look good. Replacing this area with 

concrete will look cleaner in all seasons, be easier to shovel, rake and clean, and will stop our 

snowblower and kids from throwing rocks all over our yard and, in some cases, into existing 

structures.  

 

In addition to the attachments mentioned above, and consistent with instructions from Ms. Jill Thacher, we 

have also attached correspondence from Ms. Kistner, attached as Attachment D, indicating her approval of 

both (1) this application to the HDC and (ii) the concept of paving the shared driveway. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any additional questions or concerns. 

 

Brian and Tifani Sadek 

 

 

 

 

briansadek@gmail.com  

313-757-5537 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

• Attachment A – Site Plan 

• Attachment B – Current Site Pictures 

• Attachment C – Joint Driveway Easement Agreement 

• Attachment D – Caroline Kistner Correspondence 
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ADDRESS: 1003/ 1005 W Liberty St
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Scale: 1"=20'

Date: March 2, 2024

Parcel No. (APN) 09-09-29-309-007  &  09-09-29-309-008
Land Use RESIDENTIAL

SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE
Lot Area 5,837 SF (0.13 ACRES) & 6,621 SF (0.15 ACRES)
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