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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 
ADDRESS:  215 North Fifth Avenue, Application Number HDC12-236 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: January 4, 2013 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, January 7, 2013 for the Thursday, January 10 HDC 

meeting 
 

OWNER APPLICANT    
 
Name: Jon & Lisa Rye Mitchell and Mouat Architects  
Address: 300 E Long Lake Rd 113 S Fourth Ave   
 Bloomfield Hills, MI  Ann Arbor, MI  48104    
Phone: (248)723-8001 (734) 662-6070 
 
BACKGROUND:   A two-story Greek revival house built on this site c.1835 was the home of 
Edward Mundy, an Ann Arbor merchant who became Michigan’s Lt. Governor under Stevens T. 
Mason in 1835 and was later a state Supreme Court Justice. The house was condemned and 
razed in 1975. (See attached survey sheet.) A commercial auto repair shop that had been 
constructed behind the house in the 1950s remained, and in 1980 a single-story office addition 
was attached to the front of the garage. The building most recently housed the Bessenberg 
Bindery, which was demolished in 2012 to make way for a new single-family home approved by 
the HDC in January 2011 (HDC10-164). 
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the west side of North Fifth Avenue, north of East Ann and 
south of Catherine Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to change site details including materials 
used for curbwalls, fencing, and walkways, and the addition of two exterior pathway lights.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation: 

 
(9)   New additions, exterior alterations, or 

related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale,
architectural features to protect the historic 
integrity of the property and its environment.
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From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

District/Neighborhood 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction into historic districts that is visually 
incompatible or that destroys historic relationships within the district or neighborhood. 
 

Setting 

Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings and landscape 
features of the setting. For example, preserving the relationship between a town common 
and its adjacent historic houses, municipal buildings, historic roads, and landscape 
features. 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. This home is under construction and nearing completion in the next couple of months. 
The owner desires relatively minor alterations to several features that were included in 
the original HDC approval.  
 

2. Fencing. The applicant is requesting fencing made of 4’ wide x 5’ tall metal panels with 
2” square perforations spaced 2” apart. The fence is set into a curbwall, constructed on 
the south lot line, of bricks that match the house, and which varies in height from around 
one foot near Fifth Avenue to around three feet near the alley at the rear of the lot. Along 
the north lot line, three small sections of fence with brick curbwalls are proposed as 
privacy screen for the front and rear entrances, and a section at the rear of the lot along 
the driveway has the same metal fencing with a poured concrete curbwall. The fencing 
was formerly a combination of concrete walls, concrete curbwalls with metal picket 
fencing above, and in the front yard, metal pickets. The front yard fencing would be 
removed altogether.  
 

3. Walkways.  The walkways to the front and rear entrances, along the north lot line, are 
proposed to chang from stone with wooden bridge sections to concrete flags.  
 

4. Lighting. Two post-mounted lights are proposed to be added along the front and rear 
walkways.  
 

5. It is staff’s opinion that the proposed changes to the approved project are appropriate and 
generally compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to 
the surrounding neighborhood and meet The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, particularly numbers 9 and 10. 

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 215 
North Fifth Avenue, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to change 
the materials used for curbwalls, fencing, and walkways, and add two exterior pathway lights. 
The proposed work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and 
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relationship to the surrounding resources and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 
for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 9 
and 10, and the Guidelines for Setting and District/Neighborhood.  
 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission 
 
 ____ Issue a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 ____ Deny the Application 
 
For the work at 215 N Fifth Avenue in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
 ____ As proposed. 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) CONDITION(s) 
 
The work 
 

____ Is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
____ Is not generally compatible with the size, scale, massing and materials, and DOES 
NOT MEET the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) 
number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 for the following reason(S):  1) REASON(s) 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings. 
 
 
Previously approved fencing and walkway plan 
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