Historical Comments of Fireworks at the Ann Arbor Airport

It's a distant memory, but at one time there was a beautiful fireworks display shot from
Ann Arbor’s Buhr Park every Fourth of July. When the crowds became too large, it was
moved to the Ann Arbor Airport with local businesses picking up the cost. And then, it was
gone. Officials cited costs, crowd control, and clean-up, but other much smaller
Washtenaw County communities with far less resources continue to host magnificent
displays. Ann Arbor News, July 2, 2011

A Fourth of July airshow and fireworks were held at the airport until around 1990, when
the rising cost of insurance forced the city to end the event. Localwiki

For years, Ann Arbor had fireworks. First at Buhr Park, then at the airport. They were a
great community tradition. | think they were sponsored by the Jaycees with much of the
money coming from a local businessman. I'm curious how communities much smaller than
Ann Arbor can afford fireworks, but we can’t. Localwiki

Ann Arbor City Council agenda, May 1994 Charles Gelman, Gelman Sciences Inc. Board
Chairman, 600 S. Wagner Rd., stated that his company would like to sponsor a Fourth of
July fireworks display, which has the support of volunteers from many community groups,
businesses and government agencies. Mr. Gelman asked the City for all the support it can
give for the event. (Not specifically at the airport, but anywhere in AA) Localwiki

The annual fireworks show that originated at Buhr Park off Packard Road was organized by
N.B. Kelsay, a long-time Ann Arbor grocer. In 1968, he posted this ad in the June 28, 1968,
Ann Arbor News (page 17). The following year, the Ann Arbor Jaycees stepped forward to
take over the fundraising for this event which later moved to the Ann Arbor Airport.

Ann Arbor Jaycees Diamond Jubilee, 2011

Although the Ann Arbor Junior Chamber of Commerce took over the Annual Fireworks
show in 1969, the late 1970’s / early 1980’s saw them take it another step. In 1979, the
pyrotechnic show was moved from Buhr Park to the Ann Arbor Municipal Airport. The
Jaycees didn’t stop there but added an airshow and auto race for an all-day celebration.
The Jaycees would continue to manage this project throughout the 1980’s before turning
it over to other organizations (The Ann Arbor News, Domino’s Pizza, O&W Distributors,
Comshare and WIQB/WNRS radio) by 1989 or 1990.

Ann Arbor Jaycees Diamond Jubilee, 2011
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The Ann Arbor Jaycees wasted no time when
recognizing outstanding leaders in their commu-
nity. The above is a clipping from the Ann Arbor
News from January 4, 1974, seeking nominations
which were due by January 18". Below they honor
their DSA winner on January 24", as written in the
Ann Arbor News the next day.
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