Ann Arbor Human Rights Commission

Meeting Minutes

January 9, 2008

Present:  Commissioners Baird, Kim, Stambaugh, Ramirez, Turner, Wilson, and Winkler
  I.  Call to Order 7:00

II.  Andre Wilson was welcomed as the new member of the Commission  and shared some of his 

      background and interests with us.

      Wadad Abed, a woman active in the Arab Community in Ann Arbor, was scheduled to 

       speak at this meeting, but asked to postpone her visit due to an illness in her family.

III.  Commissioner Ramirez moved to approve the December meeting minutes.  

       Commissioner Turner seconded the motion.  Approved.

 IV. Old Business

      A.  The Commission still has two open positions.  Commissioner Winkler has asked Mayor Heijfte if he would be willing to ask a Councilperson to serve on the AAHRC.  While the HRC charter doesn’t require it, the Mayor said he would be willing to make an appointment if a Councilperson requested it.  It was agreed that this would be desirable and Commissioner Winkler was asked to contact Sabra Briere to see if she would be willing to explore a closer relationship with, and perhaps membership in, this Commission.

       B.  AATA’s restroom policy is still an issue.  AATA Chairman, David Nacht, in a response to former Commissioner Bendit’s message, suggested that the policy has tightened as a result of safety issues.  A visit to the Blake Transit Center on Fourth Street showed that no visible change had been made.   Commissioner Wilson suggested that a face-to-face meeting with Chairman Nacht might be the most effective next step and would give us an opportunity to educate him, and perhaps the AATA Board, on the need for gender neutral restrooms in a public accommodation like the Transit Center.  The Commissioners agreed that this is especially important in an area that has unusually high rate of crime and is considered especially difficult for those who are vulnerable to harassment based on their sexual orientation or gender identity.    Commissioner Wilson was asked to see if he could find persons (passengers and bus drivers) who experienced relevant harassment, to allow us to add anecdotal information to our presentation to AATA.  Other suggestions included exploring a partnership with the Ypsilanti HRC (since the AATA also serves that city), and looking at how Ferndale, MI and San Francisco, CA  handle the gender-neutral restroom need in public accommodations.  Commissioners Wilson, Winkler, and Stambaugh agreed to meet before the next HRC meeting and plan the next steps in addressing this issue.  

       C. Commissioner Winkler updated the Commission on the progress of the AAHRC website and email address.

V.  New Business

     A.   Commissioner Wilson raised the question of what the city was doing about domestic partner benefits for city employees and updated us about the progress of the court cases on the issue.  He also explained the University’s stand on the issue and pointed out the problems it presents.  The discussion was also a reminder that City Attorney Postema had promised to send the Commission a copy of the brief the city submitted in support of domestic partner benefits and that we have not received it.  Commissioner Stambaugh promised to contact Postema about it.

     B.   Our regular meeting time for February looked as if it would be only lightly attended.  Commissioner Stambaugh agreed to poll Commissioners on that and other possible dates.

VI.  Commissioner Communications:  Commissioner Turner noted that there will be a Black 

      History Recognition Luncheon on Saturday, February 16, at the Elks Lodge.  Tickets are $30.

VII.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:55

Next meeting:  Tuesday, February 5, 2008, 7:00 p.m., 5th  Floor Conference Room,City 

 Hall

