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Chapter 55
5:83.  Additional Citizen Participation for Planned Projects, Planned Unit Developments and Conditional Zoning 
(1)  Statement of Intent.


The intent of this section is to:


(a)  Ensure that petitioners seeking approval of planned projects, Planned Unit Developments, or conditional zoning pursue early and effective citizen participation in conjunction with their applications, giving citizens an additional opportunity to understand and try to mitigate any real or perceived impacts their applications may have on the community, especially as these types of applications seek zoning solutions that offer flexibility beyond that which is allowed by right in the City’s zoning districts; 


(b)  Ensure that interested or potentially affected citizens have an adequate opportunity to learn about applications that may affect them and to work with petitioners to resolve concerns at an early stage of the process; and


(c) Facilitate ongoing communications between petitioners and interested or potentially affected citizens throughout the application review process.

(2)  The requirements of this section shall apply to any petitioner applying for or amending a planned project under Article V of this Chapter, a Planned Unit Development under Section 5:80, or an application for conditional zoning consistent with MCL 125.3405, in addition to any other requirement in Ann Arbor City Code.


(3)  Before the City Planning Commission or the City Council may hold a public hearing on a petition for a planned project, a Planned Unit Development, or a conditional rezoning, all of the following steps must be completed by the petitioner:


(a)  Written Information About Citizen Participation.  The petitioner shall mail a document providing written information about citizen participation to all property owners and occupants within one thousand feet of the proposed project. The petitioner shall obtain this list from the City Planning and Development Services Unit.  The written information shall include at least the following:


(i)  A notice that an application has been made and a complete description of the proposed project.


(ii)  How those sent notices will be provided an opportunity to discuss the application with the petitioner and express any concerns, issues, or problems they may have with the proposed project.


(iii)  The petitioner’s schedule for completion of the citizen participation requirement.


(b)  Final Citizen Participation Report.  The petitioner shall provide a written report on the results of its citizen participation activities no later than seven (7) days prior to any Planning Commission public hearing regarding the petition.  The report must include at least all of the following:


(i)  Details of techniques the petitioner used to involve the public, including:  dates and locations of all meetings where the public was invited to discuss the petitioner’s application; the content of mailings, dates mailed, and number of mailings, including letters, meeting notices, newsletters and other publications.

(ii)  A summary of concerns, issues, and problems expressed during the citizen participation process including at least the following: the number of persons that participated in the process, the substance of the concerns, issues, and problems raised by citizens; how the petitioner has addressed or intends to address each of these concerns, issues and problems; and a list of concerns, issues and problems that the petitioner is unwilling or unable to address, and why.

PAGE  
2

