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LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN
Ann Arbor Maintenance Facility 
Wetland Mitigation Area
Introduction

The conservation easement for the wetland mitigation area at the Ann Arbor Maintenance Facility (aka Wheeler Service Center) in Pittsfield Township provides that the City of Ann Arbor has responsibility for the upkeep and maintenance of the conservation easement.  However, the conservation easement requires the City of Ann Arbor to obtain written permission from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to cut down, destroy or otherwise alter or remove trees, tree limbs, shrubs or other vegetation, whether living or dead, including removal of trees or limbs to eliminate danger to health and safety, to reduce a threat of infestation posed by diseased vegetation, or to control non-native invasive species that endanger the health of native species.  This Land Management Plan (“Plan”) documents the actions that may be taken by the Natural Area Preservation program, an operating unit of the City of Ann Arbor, to maintain the conservation easement.  The MDEQ’s approval of this Plan eliminates the need for separate written permission from MDEQ each time any of these activities is undertaken by the City of Ann Arbor.  By their approval of this Plan, the City of Ann Arbor and the MDEQ agree to attach and incorporate it into the conservation easement as Exhibit E and agree that it shall be recorded with the Washtenaw County Register of Deeds as part of the conservation easement.
The conservation easement is on property owned by the City of Ann Arbor in the Township of Pittsfield, Washtenaw County, State of Michigan, on parcel numbers L-12-15-250-005 and L-12-15-250-006, and is legally described as follows:

COMMENCING at the West ¼ corner of Section 15, T3S, R6E, Pittsfield Township, Washtenaw County, Michigan; thence N01º04’30”W 410.74 feet along the West line of said Section 15 and the centerline of Stone School Road (variable width); thence S89º43’33”E 964.29 feet for a PLACE OF BEGINNING; thence N04º12’11”W 66.14 feet; thence N88º12’11”W 69.66 feet; thence N27º18’10”W 182.91 feet; thence N00º11’54”E 214.49 feet; thence N33º42’05”E 143.00 feet; thence N25º12’10”E 194.87 feet; thence N89º19’20”E 278.80 feet; thence S01º59’56”E 820.38 feet; thence S88º45’37”W 306.08 feet; thence N04º12’11”W 82.97 feet to the Place of Beginning, containing 7.3 acres of land, more or less, being part of the Northwest ¼ of Section 15.
Purpose
The purpose of the Plan is to maintain the high ecological quality and biological diversity of the property.  Activities that may be performed to accomplish this purpose include:

(  Removal of invasive species, 

(  Removal of aggressive native woody species,

(  Controlled burning,

(  Prescribed mowing to remove or prevent weed seed,

(  Seed collection and dispersal,

(  Erosion control, and
(  Trash removal.
Management Activity Objectives and Practices
Vegetation Management

Objectives:  to foster the growth and diversity of conservative native species, curb the growth of invasive species, remove competition between invasive and native plants, and foster establishment of the wetland communities required by MDEQ permit 04-81-0090.  All activities will be conducted in accordance with the requirements of said permit and of any subsequent permit.
Practices:  the following activities should be performed as needed to achieve the stated objectives.
Invasive Species Removal – shrubs and trees not native to Michigan may be cut and treated with herbicide to prevent re-sprouting.  Invasive herbaceous plants such as common reed, teasel, purple loosestrife, crown vetch, Canada thistle and reed canary grass may be spot-sprayed with herbicide.  Non-target kill should be avoided using best management practices.
Native Woody Plant Removal – When necessary to remove competition with conservative, long-lived, or less common native plants, or to maintain the target wetland types, native Michigan shrubs and trees may be cut and treated with herbicide to prevent re-sprouting.  Possible species to be removed in selected locations include cottonwood, American elm, and willow.  This work will maintain the target of at least 162 trees per acre in 2.23 acres of forested wetlands, and 0.2 acre of emergent wetland and 0.16 acre of scrub/shrub wetland.
Controlled Burning – Controlled burning should be employed to kill invasive species and stimulate germination of native species.  Techniques will include back-burning and burning around groups of native trees to minimize tree damage in forested wetland types.
Prescribed Mowing – When necessary to remove competition with native plants, invasive plants such as crown vetch, spotted knapweed, and sweet clover may be mowed at an appropriate time to minimize the production or maturation of seed.  This practice primarily applies to the upland berms between wetland cells, but may also be applied to Canada thistle and teasel in wetland areas.

Seed Collection – Native plant seeds should be collected and re-distributed on site to achieve optimum diversity and native plant cover.  Appropriate native plant seeds may be brought to the site from other Ann Arbor parks.
Trash Removal - To improve the appearance of the property, and to eliminate items that may be hazardous to wildlife or interfere with the growth of native plants, trash may be removed as necessary.
Erosion Control – Heavy storms have resulted in erosion and damage to plant materials in the past.  Vegetative materials such as logs and stick bundles may be used as necessary to prevent erosion.

MODIFICATION OF CONSERVATION EASEMENT

This modification of Conservation Easement Agreement (easement) is made this _____day of _________, 2011, by and between the City of Ann Arbor, a Michigan municipality, whose address is 301 E. Huron Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (hereafter “Grantor”), and the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) whose address is Constitution Hall, 1st Floor South, P.0. Box 30458, Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958; or 525 West Allegan Street, Lansing, Michigan 48933 ("Grantee").

On January 10, 2006, the City of Ann Arbor (Grantor) and the Department of Environmental Quality (Grantee) entered into an easement recorded on March 28, 2006, in Liber 4547, Page 809, State of Michigan, Washtenaw County Records covering property in the City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County pursuant to Subpart 11 of Part 21, Conservation and Historic Preservation Easements, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended, MCL 324.2141et seq.

The City of Ann Arbor is the current owner of the property and in accordance with paragraph 8 of the original Conservation Easement Agreement, the Grantor and the Grantee agrees to modify the easement as follows:

1. Modify the easement to the conservation easement recorded on March 28, 2006 to add an Exhibit E, a vegetation management plan.

2.
This modification of the Conservation Easement shall be binding upon the successors and assigns of the parties.

3. Except for the addition of Exhibit E, all of the terms and conditions of the conservation easement recorded on March 28, 2006 shall continue in full force and effect. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Amendment to Conservation Easement on the date first above written.

“Grantor”

By:  __________________________________________________

Title: _________________________________________________

Organization Name: _____________________________________

STATE OF MICHIGAN}



 } ss

COUNTY OF ________________}

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____day of _________, 2011, by ________________________________________________________________, the __________ of the City of Ann Arbor, a Michigan Municipal Corporation, on behalf of the organization. 




___________________________________________




(Signature of Notary Public) 




Acting in: ____________________ County, Michigan




My Commission Expires:  ______________________




My Commission is in:  _________________________




GRANTEE:





STATE OF MICHIGAN





DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
WATER RESOURCES DIVISION






________________________________________






William Creal, Chief

STATE OF MICHIGAN}



                   } ss

COUNTY OF INGHAM}

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this           day of                              , 2011

by William Creal, Chief, Water Resources Division, State of Michigan, on behalf of the Department of Environmental Quality.





____________________________________________________





(Signature of Notary Public)

____________________________________________________





(Typed or Printed name of Notary Public)

Acting in:  Ingham County, Michigan

My Commission Expires:  _______________________________





After recording, return to:

Form Drafted By:

The Honorable William Schuette, 

Attorney General



Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
Department of Attorney General




Environment, Natural Resources, and
Water Resources Division

    Agriculture Division
 


Constitution Hall, 2nd Floor South
 P.O. Box 30755  



P.O. Box 30458

Lansing, Michigan 48909


Lansing, Michigan 48909-7958
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