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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  209-211 S State Street, Application Number HDC10-106 
 
DISTRICT:  State Street Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: September 9, 2010 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:   Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Tuesday, September 7, 2010 
 

OWNER  APPLICANT    
 
Name: Woodward Detroit CVS,LLC  Kelly Barber/SignArt, Inc 
Address: One CVS Dr    5757 East Cork Street 
 Woonsocket, RI 02895  Kalamazoo, MI 49048 
Phone:          (269) 216-5828 
  
BACKGROUND:   A two-story single-family frame dwelling is shown in this location on the 1899 
Sanborn map. Additions were gradually built on the rear of the house and reached the rear lot 
line on the 1916 Sanborn. During this time it was used as a boarding house. On the 1925 
Sanborn a large lot-width addition is shown on the front of the house, and a photo from 1930 
shows the front façade that exists today.  
 
The front of the current building is of yellow and grey brick with a simple cornice, decorative 
brickwork, five arched storefront windows/doors, and five pairs of second-floor windows above 
the arches. In June, 2009 the HDC issued a certificate of appropriateness to restore the front 
façade, demolish the remainder of the building, and build a new building behind the façade.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the east side of South State Street, south of East 
Washington and north of East Liberty.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to install an 
18” by 22” information sign for advertising 
circulars on the front elevation near the 
front door of the store.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 
 

(2) The historic character of a 
property will be retained and 
preserved.  The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration 
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of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be 
avoided. 

 (9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
Storefronts 
Not Recommended: Using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that 
obscure, damage, or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building.   

 
STAFF FINDINGS:   

 
1. The proposed sign is small and will not detract from character-defining features of the 

building. It is designed to hold changeable store information. The information panel 
details drawing says “Panel mounted to masonry column using …threaded rods set in 
adhesive.” Mounting the sign through masonry units is not appropriate; mounting through 
masonry joints is. On that condition, staff feels the application is appropriate.  

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS and issue a Certificate of 
appropriateness for the application at 209-211 South State Street, a contributing property 
in the State Street Historic District, to install a changeable store information sign on the 
condition that the sign is mounted through masonry joints, not masonry units.  As 
conditioned, the work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, materials, and 
relationship to the building and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, 
in particular standards 2 and 9, and the guidelines for storefronts.  

 
 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission 
 
 ____ Issue a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 ____ Deny the Application 
 
For the work at  209-211 South State Street in the State Street Historic District 
 
 ____ As proposed. 
  
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) CONDITION(s) 
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The work 
 

____ Is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
____ Is not generally compatible with the size, scale, massing and materials, and DOES 
NOT MEET the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) 
number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 for the following reason(S):  1) REASON(s) 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings. 
 
209-211 South State Street (May 2009)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

209-211 S State (1971) 
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