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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  201 South Main Street, Application Number HDC11-073 
 
DISTRICT:  Main Street Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: June 3 for the June 9, 2011 HDC Meeting 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, June 6, 2011 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT    
 
Name: Main/Washington Associates   AT&T Mobility/Catalyst Network Svcs 
Address: c/o First Martin   29488 Woodward Ave #128 
 115 Depot Street   Royal Oak, MI 48073 
  Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Phone: (734) 994-5050   (248) 439-1616 
 
BACKGROUND:   The First National Bank Building was constructed in 1929 to house the first 
bank chartered in Michigan under the National Bank Act of 1863. The building’s exterior features 
broad vertical bands of terra cotta and banks of narrow windows separated by thin terra cotta 
mullions which give it strong vertical lines. Gargoyles are mounted below a decorative roof 
cornice. The building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
In July, 2007 the HDC issued a certificate of appropriateness for the placement of three 
antennas in locations similar to this new application. That certificate of appropriateness expired 
in July of 2010.   
 
LOCATION: The site is located at the southeast corner of South Main Street and East 
Washington Street. 
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC 
approval to add three antennas and related 
equipment to the walls of the penthouse 
structure on the building’s roof.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 
(2) The historic character of a property 

will be retained and preserved.  The 
removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and 
spatial relationships that characterize 
a property will be avoided. 
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(5)     Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 

that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be differentiated from the 
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
Roofs 
Recommended: Installing mechanical and service equipment on the roof, such as air 
conditioning, transformers, or solar collectors when required for the new use so that they are 
inconspicuous from the public right-of-way and do not damage or obscure character-defining 
features. 

Not Recommended: Installing mechanical or service equipment so that it damages or obscures 
character-defining features; or is conspicuous from the public right-of-way.  

STAFF FINDINGS:  
1. Three antennae that received a certificate of appropriateness in 2007 were similar in size 

and placement to the ones in this application, but appear to have never been installed. 
(They were associated with a different telecommunications company.) 
 

2. The proposed antennae would not extend more than an inch or two higher than the 
penthouse wall, per the submitted mounting detail. All mounting brackets should be 
attached through masonry joints rather than masonry units.  
 

3. If mounted through masonry joints, the proposed work is generally compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the 
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, 
in particular standards 2, 5, 9 and 10, and the guidelines for roofs. 

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 201 
South Main Street, a contributing property in the Main Street Historic District, to add three 
antennas and related equipment to the walls of the penthouse structure on the building’s roof, 
as documented in the applicant’s submittal, on the condition that wall-mounted equipment is 
installed in masonry joints, not through masonry units. The work as conditioned is generally 
compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the 
house and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2, 5, 9, 
and 10 and the guidelines for roofs.  
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MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission 
 
 ____ Issue a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 ____ Deny the Application 
 
For the work at  201 S Main Street  in the   Main Street  Historic District 
 
 ____ As proposed. 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) CONDITION(s) 
 
The work 
 

____ Is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
____ Is not generally compatible with the size, scale, massing and materials, and DOES 
NOT MEET the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) 
number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 for the following reason(S):  1) REASON(s) 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos 
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