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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Staff Report
ADDRESS: 314 South Main, Application Number HDC12-008
DISTRICT: Main Street Historic District

REPORT DATE: February 2, 2012

REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE: Monday, February 6, 2012 for the Thursday, February 9, 2012
HDC meeting
OWNER APPLICANT
Name: 312 SMS, LLC Marygrove Awning Co.
Address: 48033 Manorwood 12700 Merriman Rd
Northville, Ml 48168 Livonia, Ml 48150
Phone: (734) 222-0202 (734) 422-0957

BACKGROUND: This storefront occupies the southern end of the building containing 312 to
316 S. Main Street. It was built in 1941and was originally occupied by Sears Roebuck & Co. In
January 1996, the Historic District Commission approved plans for the remodeling of the facade.

LOCATION: The two-story building is located on the west side of South Main Street in the
middle of the block, between West Liberty and West William Streets.

APPLICATION: The applicant seeks HDC approval to install one new decorative canvas
awning over the main entrance to provide some protection from the elements and to better
identify the entrance to the building. The proposed awning is rectangular with an arched top,
and the color is black. The profile is two
feet two inches high, by nine feet five

inches wide, by five feet deep. E Liberty St
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(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings:
Storefronts

Not Recommended: Introducing a new design that is incompatible in size, scale, material,
and color.

Using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, damage,
or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building.

STAFF FINDINGS:

1. The four storefront entrances on this building are a modern design and do not contribute
to the historic character of the building. The awning design proposed is non-traditional.
Per the detail, the awnings would be appropriately mounted below the existing vertical
sign and above the front entrance. The drawings indicate that the awning will be mounted
to the non-historic part of the storefront facade.

2. Staff feels that the proposed awning is appropriate for this site and meets the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards and guidelines.

POSSIBLE MOTIONS: (Note that the motions are only suggested. The Review Committee,
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then
make a recommendation at the meeting.)

| move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for 314 South Main
Street, a contributing structure in the Main Street Historic District, for the application to
install a storefront awning. The work is generally compatible in exterior design,
arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation
and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2 and 9 and
the guidelines for storefronts.

MOTION WORKSHEET:

| move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 314 South
Main_in the Main Street Historic District

Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(S)

The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that
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apply): 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 9, 10

ATTACHMENTS: application, drawings, photographs

314 South Main Street, (April 2007 photos)
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Section 5: Description of Proposed Changes (attach additional sheets as necessary)

1. Provide a brief summary of proposed changes.
Tnskallation of 1 auoning over main
LA ‘ ¥ == J
entyra/dces

2. Provide a description of existing conditions.
NQ r)g'p(;«(.,(:ﬁm (0\/64” CACA CL-"lof)mﬂu{/l/‘l'i.’Lﬁl
WAL N e@-twm;; r'j\} ¢ \,n,g,/l_si—ef'i_,n_fj -‘N, r‘é\jli‘]}) etc.
A ’ “ . .
Q\aaf,( e ?h,_r\—r) oA adned).

3. What are the reasons for the proposed changes?

of endvunce. unders Conopiy  bad Signage
foc berdeahbitiong ob enhance.

4. Attach any additional information that will further explain or clarify the proposal, and indicate
these attachments here.

5. Attach photographs of the existing property, including at least one general photo and detailed
photos of proposed work area.

STAFE USE ONLY

Date Submitted: f/ Z{'J,/ (2. Application to staffor Y HDC
Project No.: HDC !Z« OO(% Fee Paid: e {w

Pre-filing Staff Reviewer & Date: Date of Public Hearing: Z/Q/{?.

Application Filing Date: Action; HDC COA HDC Denial
Staff signature: HDC NTP Staff COA
Comments:

Revised 7/1/2011
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